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Prefact

. easy ‘ool determine when the memoir of a
iwh ' tcr be wntten Neither eminence of

sent togethér and yot the means of enshriving his
memery o & book may pot exist. Several publie
men ‘who deeply impressed their contempomnes, have

arted from us in recent years, without leaving any-
thing which serves to hand down the distinet know-
1edge of them to snother generaion.

‘The appearance of thiz volume implies the belief
that there is no such deficiency in the present in-
stance; but it is a belief which bas grown slowly with
-+ the growth of the narrative, and is even now beld with
" deference. The love which the writer bore to the

~aubject of the biography, beginuing ‘im his friend’s
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) } —_

college days, and extending over the whole course
of his ministry to the close of his life, together
with the ardent desire of others to lave something
which should be a sort of substitute for Lis vigilble
presence, may have had more than its apparent influ-
ence over the decision,

But there was a serles of Interesting autobiogra-
phical letters which it seemed o pity to suffer to
Yemain unkunown, and which, when accompanied by
the more familiar facts of the history, appeared ftted
to kindle the courage of true faith in hearts warring
with -the difficulties of early life, and the anxietjes
ingeparable from positions of great influence on the
happiness of men.

There must be expressed a sincere sense of abliza-
tion to all who promptly sent letters or reminiscences,
whether important or unimportant : many which
seemed to belong to the latter class, although mot
tormally quoted, having been servieeable in supplying
a date or giving colour ty a paragraph. The reader
will not need to be told how much is: due, for his
Interesting notes, to the Rev. Andrew Beed, B.A, of
St. Leonard's, who, during his rezidence in Norwich,

formed with the venerated John Alexander and Wil-

Hem Brock a friendship of “threefold cord,” strong

and uwnbroken. _ . L
“work be found to be indebted to the Rev. William

‘Brock of Hampstead, whose modesty was proof against

PREFACE, ixf

To an even greater extemt will the

all: entreaties to assume the natural pars of biographer,
‘which, thoush a son, he wonld have performed with

“'not less impartiality than ability. The regret oceu-
* sioned by his decision is ab onee incrensed and miti-

. gated. by the invaluable chapter of filial memories

which: cloges the volume, and without which it cer-
tainly would nob have been complete.
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7 ifed before the sons of mer” .
advanced and wmagnified befi : M BUNTAN,




@haptse Fivst.

sa'éin‘he duns le Adtail des clioaes humaines, et il s dévoile
ensemble " Tanariing. ’

AWILLIAM BRDGK never c:eased to love the quiet Devon—

slunfr paat in the swift modern
_n_:_umt of its church tower, soon

mdows' of Sherbome Minsfer on
_ wely filled his thoughts with

thotgh.so ear' to’ ths busy line of communication,
e’ repose of the former time, and

ol fopmraphers “ Thig towne,” says ole,

for antaqultle bafor many others

5 o third, “in a delightful vale on
£ the river Otter, ib commands @ ﬁne
"country « But for the name,’

he ealm of fancy for his etymology,




4 DUTCH EXITES.

“yf1 sheuld say yb was taken from the abundance of
honye there made or found, I persuade myself you
would smyle, and yet that may not be altogether
sans reason in regard of the hills adjoyning, on which
abundence of thyme grows, with which these pretye
creafures are much delighted and feed most willingly
thereon.”

It is well known that about the middle of the six-
teenth century, when times were hard in Holland, some
of the best of her people came over to sesk liberty of
worship under our Protestant Queen, Among these, a
few who held peculiar views of the Tririty, of baptism,
and of war, slipped into the small towns of our
southern coast; but finding that for such opinions as
theirs there was as little tolerance in England as in
their own country, they crept into the more sequestered
parts of Devon, where they were allowed, with only
occasional interrupbions, to remain in peace.

That their speculative views of the person of Christ,
whatever they wers, did not, at least at first, affect
their trust in His redeeming power, appears from the
written confession of two of them, who, having gone to
London, were imprisoned, and sfterwards burned in
Smithfield—the first martyrs in the reign of Eliza-
beth.®

* Tha legally-recognised Dubch Congregation appenrs to have pleadad
earnestly for their lives, and so did Foxe the martyrologist in o Latin
latter to the Queen, of which Thomas Fuller gives & tranelation, and
then saya: “Though Queen Elizabath constantly ealled lim her Faﬁzw
Foxe, yot herein she was no dufifull daughter, giving him a flas denjall.

| MARTVRS APPEAL.

uching introdustion, they say : “We poor and

ised strangers, who are persecutsd for the testi-
esus, desire that God may grant all mankind

that they may live ‘together in all godliness

ke frmse of tha Lord and to the advancement of
own salvation,” and then declare: “We goeck
{r:zibion in our works, as it is reporied we do ; but

are" 'vﬂ]m« to submit to the Instruction of
Cdare ahle to prove to us by the Scriptures
, im retico comeburendo, which for sevenifsen years

only in terravem, was now taken down and pub into
ull Ch Hisé., 16h Centi, roq. Evang' Iist. Hug.




6 HONITON CHURCHES.

something that is better; but that men should con-
strain va by fire and sword appears to us to, be vain,
and to militate against reason; for it is possible to
constrain us through fear of ‘death to speak differently
from what we understand; but that we should under-
stand differently from our belief, ye are well aware is
impossible.”

Williamn Brock, the father of the suh_]eot of this
Memoir, believed that he was descended from » family,

of the same nation and of similar opiniong, which at

that time found vefuge in the vale of Honiton, The
nome gives colour to the belief, and the belief itsell
had no inconsiderable influence in producing the inde-
pendent and freedom-loving spirit by which he scems
to have been distingnished. At the time of his birth,
his parents were associated with a church of which we
meet with some traces not far from the end of the
. sixteenth century, and which, having been absorbed in
the Presbyterian Congregation during the Commen-
wealth, emerged from it about a century Iater and
reassumed ifs distinet existence, The views, however,
which had been entertained, at the earlier period, of the
person of our Lord, bad passed, probably nnder influences
then in general operation in this country, intc Arian,
and, evantually, definite Unitarien doctrine. With this
creed they united the practice of believers’ immersion,
so that they might be ealled briefly Unitarian Baptists.
The chapel which they had built wes at the lower part
of the town; and between them and the orthodox com-

ANCESTORS.

vhich continned to worship at the other

Y f the ascending street, there was no friend-

It ‘wag, therefore, not to the gratifieation of his
arents. that syraptoms of falling away from their faith
baervable in this son. The writings of D

dge, which were tolerated in such families
uris that transmonal penod had produced on him

hlm to settle for some fime in London he
" rellgmus somety and under an evan-

rehgmus prmclples_ induced him to engage in




8 FATHER, -

e‘f'a.ngelical labours in the town and the surrounding
villages. He was one of the first Sunday-school

teachers in Devonshire, and one of the first distributors

of such religious books and tracts as were then to be

obtained. More than once he eame under the notiee

of the local magistracy, his religious operations being
regarded as a mere pretence for accomplishing sinister,
political designs. In one instance, a charge to this
effect was distinetly made against him, and but for the
prompt and manly interference of the Rev. Dr. Honey-
wood, the rector of Honiton, Willlam Brock would
have been prosently lodged in Exeter Gaol.. In the
midst of these annoyances he was accustomed ta refor
with admiration to the example of his earliest English
ancestors.” ‘
His life, however, was by no means without sunshine.
The pecple to whom his religious convietions had con-
- ducted him cultivated a good deal of pleasant social
intercourse, They did not travel so far from home as
their descendants do, nor were they so much united in
enterprises common to all the churches of tha céuntry,‘
but they seem sl the more to have delighted in those
Iocal assemblies in which fraternal gréetings were
largely interwoven with religions-gervices, The repre-
sentatives, young and old, of the little communities of
inland Devon repaired to those periodical gatherings
with something like the joy with which the Jews
travelled to their gladsome festivals,
© Oune of those, whose presence on these oceasions was

MOTHER,

“universal pleasure, wes the daughter of the
s Alsop, the recently-deceased pastor of
f'ﬂt Trescot.® The testimony }ret lingers on

ound judgment, besides possessing, a8 her son
ondly, §aid, o voice which was the very cheerfulness
and altogether of snch ceneral graes as fo
sen "pronounced the Hebe of the church festivals.
eveﬁts she gained and requited the love of the
in whese copy of Doddridge’s “Rise

ther'a' ia' inseribed this short and devout

ithiof May 1806, were married,

he Rey:: Mr, Windsor, William and

ot the Divine blessing on their

thie samme day on their homeward
v, ok in chaise and pair, but on & single” horse,
¢aparison of saddle and pillion, a style which
abled travellers to begnile their way with confiden-
dialogue,: When ab sunset they turned the summit
Cyrits; and were beginning the descent with
prehensmns of the curious eriticisms of their neigh-
hey were bailed on the way with so many
“wolcomes that they dropped from their steed
ith-some confidence, and began & married life, though
£, bf pure happiness.

.. Thoraas Alsop wos = deseendant of Bev, Vincent Alsop, M.A.,
oin's College, Combridge, who was ejected for Noncouformity in
and, afterwards exercised bis ministry in Westminster, He there

1703, —Calamy, iii. 48,




BIRTH. [<80p-rz

“The 14th of February came in the year 1307,"

writes our William Brock the younger, “when, lo! I

appeared on the seene. My father seems t(; hi}lva

bean c.werdone with admiration of his bhoy, for an old

acquatntance of hig informed me he tock me, within a

few weeks of my birth, to the higher meef;in" on &
Sunij’y morning, and gave out the hymns t;ITére, as

zlzihe;s: fgs}i?;n; :I::E e, in my very superfluous long

A little sister followed in 1308, and a brother

- who lived only a few woeks, in 1809. The incom(;
of the family, at the time of the marriage was not

large, but the expenditure being adjusted Dtc: it, there

Wag enough, with a little to spare. “Soon hm:rever ?

Tun the reminiscences which shall now ’be larﬁel,

quotad, "t_imes became severe at Honiton, as inc?eeg

all through the country, and the most indusirioug

and frogal persons oltained with diffienlty a com-

petent livelihood, Ricts were frequent, particularly .

on II.Ilf].I‘]{Bt days, in respect to the high .price of
provisions. I just remember being told by my
mother, & year or two after this, that we could have
bread only every other day. ’

' “Towards the close of 1810, my father hecame an
1ovalid, having suffered o good deal from a blow which
he hadﬁ received, according to some reports, accidentally ;
according to other reports, in a struggle with an ill-’

disposed person, whom, as the eonstable of the parish '

for the time being, he had had to take into custody.

gHE FATHERS DEATH.

nch,’ an old workman of my father’s, resolutely
‘that the latter is the correch report. In

Jiatever way the blow was received, it wronght mis-

nd at length fatal vesults,
O the first day of January 1811, o third boy was
5 thongh wy father was just then & great
and confined to bis bed, he was made gsome-
ppy; after the old mianner, and would have
¢l ad: hia was. called, brought frequently into his
sase gatved power every day, notwith-
S11and attention of Ths, Lloyd and
¢ @ surgical operation wes
" my recollection, as 1 am

__:L_f_}ns.;;:';"'There were the doctors,
How plainly do I see

hut, my mother has assured me that
orted me most tendexly to love Jesus,
s going soom to die, to be sure and follow

“the. burean in our sitting-room was a shelf,
ery few bub very good books which my

d; among them Scott’s © Commentary,” in three
liitnes, which he had bought in honour of his
I have seen him take one or other of thesa
service on Sunday mornings, and then,

his head on his two upraised hands, give him-
“examination of the passage that he had
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ﬂllere before him—probably the passage on which Mr
Gibbons had been preaching. Thus all that I can cali
to mind about my father relates to the relirious and
the good. How pleasant this iz to me, I caimot tell

}rou: Sueh n parentage as mine was better to me than .
rubies. I feel it to have been to me ‘beyond all

Price ! :
“On the 20th of June 1811, my preciong mother
was left a widow with her three fatherless ones. No

king of terrors had death been to her husband; the
i B

peace which passeth all understanding had kept Lis
heart m.:ld mind by Christ Jesus, and entrance had
heefl ministered unto him abundantly into the ever-
lasting kingdom of owr Lord Jesus Christ. She
sorrowed, therefore, mot as one who had no hope
My mother took me to the coffin once—only 011(:9;
and said, ‘ Will you not be a good man and go tol
hef;we? too ?’ _Oh, the fondness of that mother's
voice .1n putting that mother’s question! It falls with
strangest sadness and sweetness on my ear again. I
seem to be the little orphan boy by my father’s coffin
now, little understanding, little comprehending all that
wy mother meant, and yet understanding ant’? Gompre-
hending enough to answer, I will f:rynto- be a ;;rod
man, and go to heaven too. ' :
“Who ean tell what God was doing ﬁpon my heart
then? Not too much is it, I think, to supypose that
the prayers of maternal solicitude in that chamber of
death were the effectual prayers that avail much, My

fHE Wipow’s STRUGGLES. -

4nd brother were, of eourse, unconsaious altogether

sreavement they had qustained. I seemed to be
s°of it, as my mother has told me, beyond what,

age, could have been expected,
ing taken counsel with the few friends on

iy

Vi
hose: pradence and kindness she could. xely, my

other determined to eamy on the business as best’
& eould; trusting, under God, to the continued sup-
ot ‘of those by whose patronage it had hitherto been
i 4 ¢ was an onerous and unpromising under-
The hardness of the times waxed worse and
2 Kniowledge of the several brancbes of the
& at best, Several of my father's
frietidly in the extreme. Competition
{hreatened disastrous results almost
Thére seenied nothing for the fatherless and
erury and distress. It locked as though

sme: to “want.

though living very much——she and her little
S Hand to mouth, yet they lived, on and on,
ad being given them, and their water sure.
od’s gracious promises were falfilled to
man's survivors, they were fulfilled to my
i sister and brother, and to me. Many a
+hon T have been speaking to, and praying
1'znd orphaned ones, have I had, through
prionce, » real unetion and a comscious
mpathy and faith. In our humble residence




14 THE FATHER OF THE FATHERLESS. [:21r,

be deemed convenient, if not hecegsary, we knew how
the blessing of God. ‘maketh rich, and addeth no
sorrow.’ I well remember it as the abode of simplest
contentment and quiet congenial peace. Blessing on
~ the memory of my widowed mother! Reason beyond

all my power of expression have I for holding her in
everlasting remembrance,”

""'haptrr Zeoond,

it he hnt-.‘ll decreel that I shall first
i 'umble ghite and things adverss,—

ma) Wurds Her name was Patnck
' 'rre When T was first commlbted

d pmnmg ) Juvenlle culprlt to her
“hig- foot ta her chair. Generally we
app. aa'blrds, nob getting, I dare eay, the
& discipline of the modern- mfant
‘a little, however, pretty well, and

ph ou ofhaxm’s way.”
iige. i the process of education was more




16 FIRST FOURNEY. [r21

serious, and brought the first taste of life’s hardships,
His maternal grandmother had married her first hus-
band’s stecessor, in the pastorate of the church in
Culmstock, and he, to his other labours, had added
those of a boarding-school, 'With what feelings and
after what manner the spirited boy was despatcied to
that establishment, his own ver will describe .—

“It was & sore troubls to me to leave my mother—

a VBI:}T sore trouble indeed. There was, it is true, the
alleviation arising from & residence with my grand-
mother, whom I had hegmn to love dearly itr; her
occastonal visits to Honiton, There were alsa &N anng
and wuele, Thomas, living at Benshayne, not far frorm
Colmstock. There were meveral maternal relativeg
besides, of whose kindness to me, T wag told, T micht
rest guite assured. ’ i

" _Dn the day appointed, a donkey, which had heen
sp(.acmlly procured, came up to our hackdoor (T zee the
arflma.l there now), and presently a sort of saddle-hags
with my different accoutrements encloged, having 1)321;
thrown aeross his back, T was lifted on. There WA
Kitty Gregg, a sort of general helper; and there was
her mother, Nancy Gregg, who had nursed me when T
was a baby ; and there was Jem French, who had lived
In the place before T was bormn. How they did fuss
and put themselves ahont ! < Wage I sitting comfortébly ?
Shouldn’t T tumble off?- Had Jem gob the biscuité
and elder-wine all right ? Why, the poor boy’s trousers
are already half way up his little Jogs | What a Journey

RS T SCHOOLMASTER. . " .

£V Three or four hours would it be
d be there 1’ Jem French, you must
ith me upon this formidable expedi-
/'the side of the donkey, and seeing
Williari- eame to no harm. At last we
ot a very-

Gil;all” things considered; 16 was 1
Tt was &

v 1ot seven years old.
los of exceedingly bad and hilly road ; and
4 slow-going donkey, was nothing

dite titne we reached Culmstock,
affection by my grand-

wrshness of his voice and
ade e afraid
a5 treated with greatest
énire; for the first few months:
ide.  To her kindly and
16 with delight—never more
ke down’ the ¢ Pilgrim’s Pro-
‘whrereading on.  She used
had, eommitted my tasks
and that T understood -
‘Thus- my residence at
littls miore” agrécable, and, upon
ngress. in - the meéagre instruction
4. T enjoyed my half holi-
they were ‘generally spent ab
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everything about him with his honest and hearty
smile.”

Another experiment followed, which stood still more

- In need of the mitigation of home affections :—

“Inthe town of Honiton there is an endowed grammear.

school, the master of which is required to educate four
sond of respectable townsmen gratuitously. No advan-
tage had been taken of this privilege for Inany years, and
it was passing practically out of sight.  Some friends of
my mother's suggested to her that she should claim the
privilege forme. It wes discussed, and the upshot was,
that the claim was made and granted. 1 was to become

8 scholar whenever I chose, after T had attained my'

eighth year: 1 was not eligible till then. Had the
matter been better understood, I helieve my mother
would never have thus arranged for the education of
her eldest boy. The schaol at that time was under the
care of a clergyman, whe was a poboriously severe
‘master, addicted to modes of punishment and to
amounts of punishment scarcely known now even in
our workhouses or gaols, "

*Thers were seventy boys in the school, and they were
all boarders there, being the sons of the smaller gentry
and clergy from different parts of Devonshire and from
other places. Thers was not a singls element in the
school with which I ecould sympathise ; not a habit or
a predilection that was at all Likely to assimilate with
me. It was thoroughly avistocratical and high church,
Not a boy either was there amongst them all, under

}.r *
fellows, six feet high. Any worse
‘searcely have been found, It was

o ".'ISIS; arrived, and I was el.igible.
stock had finished with the Christmas
&sn. ab home ever since. One da.}'r I
wother to the head master to receive
o. He received us formally,

egan at gix o'clock winter
mistappear punctually on

puld be sent home $0

pitié to twelve T must

oirk+ two Hours would be

- pl;és'eﬁt myself again

should be expected af

ontinned until half-past eight.

this. every day, for one so young

‘hohad never heard a Latin word

ho :havé’ﬁ;ﬁdérstoo_d it if he had.

shien: the reverend; the master,

wag not to come until Lady-

vly-daya ‘Apnl tth” the child
en-iritrodiced to Caesar and expected to
il tnust, remain an unsolved pro-
she. date] and that the burden of the

s Tt is written in a bold,

ddressed to an upnamed « Dear




2a HIS FIRST LETTER. [ISIS&.

cousin,” who has sympathised w1th the mother and
son's classical difficulties.

“IL received,” he says, with the amplitude of lovmcr
expression which he never lost, * your kind and friendly.
letter last Fnday evening, and am ‘much obliged to you
for your good advice, which T hope to attend.to.”
Then follow the names of the indispensable authors,
with a request for the second, which, though couched
in an imperfect sentence, suificiently presents the re-
quirement of the crisis:—

“I take it very kind for your oﬁ'ermrr to get me a
Casar, but I was obliged to get one last week. If you
would have the goodness to send me Virgil by the
first opportunity, as T expeet I shall want it before the

end of the week. Mother,” he adds,” “desires me to

say that she shell be very glad to seo. yon at
Honiton.  Please to give my duty .to uncle and
aunt. I remain, yours affectionately, Willigm Brock”

The entrance of the eight year old scholar upon the
field of action must have been even more trying then
his apprehensions had pictured -

“Ab length the time arrived, and long before six o'clock
1 was shivering and trembling at the gate. The elock

struck, end amidst & crowd of boys rushing from. their -

bedrooms, I got into the schoolroormn. The desks were
around the room, and the seats fastensd to the walls,
the middls of the room being left empty for the peram-
bulations of the master, and for other purposes which,
to my sorrow, I afterwards ascertained. *You are to

2

C‘HO'OL - HARDSHIPS.

tle' Brock, always, said a thin, scraggy

‘& the said voice belonging mosb suit-

éling “of ‘an usher, whoss business it

& young gentlemen how to write and do
lac appointed for me to ccCupy always
n e Toom, very near the aforesaid

¢'go up to him whén I
. Every lesson

g:wen me of any kmd
If".I gol through a

1t"was—‘ Strip, sir, that you
“er'tlmes it Was—‘ Go, kneel in

rip at my. throat, with as. much

and down the room as the jre-

.schoolroom door across the play-
-gate. My o:ﬂy chance was to be
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out first, which my position favoured, and to be off like
an arrow. I came In for it with all my precaution very
often, and mercilegs kicks or hlows were the result,

Within the schoolroom I was the general butt—e sort .

of vietim upon whom the juvenile gentility of the
establishment was at liberty to wreak its reekless and
brutal gpite ! You can have no ides of the sort of feel-
ing which prevailed at that time against tradespeopls,
spectally if they were Dissenters, om the part of the
squirearchy and the clergy. It was a mixture of hatred
and contemnpt.

“It wag hard to bear one way and another; hut T
did my best, and somehow T got on. Not a word of
English Literafure was taught in any shape. It was all
Latin and Greek, with about half & day a week for
writing and the first rules of arithmetic.

“Just ag it was at Culmstock, I got into the way of
making out my lessous after a fashion, and really without
any help. “Black Dick, as the master was profansly
designated, never gave me an atom of instruction. Of
my schoolfellows 1 dared not ask any. The poor old
usher eould give me none, I guessed a great deal, and
took my chance of not having to go on in class, and
now and then picked up a suggestion at the moment;
but as for acquaintance with the elements and principles

~of the things in question, I had none. I was quick in
committing to memory, and nob very dull in conjectur-
ing probabilities, and quite up to medioerity in retaining
what I acquired, and somewhat diligent, I believe, when

There, however, the matter
‘the 'grammar school wags concerned in
It 't encoursged me in these respects,

- T laui no foundatlon for the
It

Lsmg_from creed and social
A ha,pp:.e.:r time, how-

yeary and & half had passed away
ort of my gratuitous educa-
'ame dlsposed to remove me,
Old Uncle Daniel had

.eﬁty-one With the interest of
t-: she could manage to put me

was. nob-a asalcal but an Enghsh school and
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_,_,“—'-—-%-_,.______________—____ ;

‘28 I was so ignorant of ordivary Fnglish things, it wag
-deemed desirable that I should become his pupil. To '

my unutterable delight I heard that I was to leave
Lewis’s at Christmas 1818, What a shouting there
wagl What holidays those Christmag holidays were !
They were spent, as T well remember, at Benshayne,
with my eouging and my Jolly Uncle Richaxrd! T wag
48 merry as @ lark. Not only had I escaped from a
tyrant in my schoolmaster, and from a set of bullies in
my schoolfellows, but T should now be able to learn
something.  There was a chance for me af lagt.

“The experiment succeeded admirably, T took to
nmy school-work cheerfully. From an assistant of Mr,
Trenow’s, Mr. Woodgate, T derived most effective help
88 I did indeed from the principal himself Nothing
came much amiss to me, and when midsummer arrived
I was found mentioned with congiderabla praise. My
mother wag overjoyed, and in her Joyfulness another
scheme occurred to her. There wag, for that day, a
very gelect school at Bradninch, kept by the Baptist
minister, the Rev, Charles Sharp. If her boy could
but go there for a few months | ”

It was aceomplished. What will not love do?

“Ab Michaelmas T was sent. The resull, answered
my mother's expectation, My new tutor was a most
attractive and somewhat commanding person. His
Wife was charming, My schoolfellows were friendly

and well behaved. Al the arrengements of the house -

were admirable. To s.fine old pear-tree, I have an

S OSE OF 'SCHOOL LIFE.

hig honr! Never had eduecation been to

hex.- T delighted in it. I.Was_ a]wiagrs
‘what it meant. If Twasin diffienlty,

straotor who would always help mei;
‘sffoctively and permanently s¢

& & sound aoquaintance with

E;B ;If | end of all these advantagzs

N more axpenditare covld be aﬁ'ordfe .
oty of the guarter, with

a mever oeased to feel,

“both to Mr. and Mrs.




Chapter Thirv.

** From thee, my birth ; through thee, my second birth;
Twice Mother to me—showing heaven on earsl,
That, here and there, I might thy praiss
In zong =till grateful roise,”

—Fenige Hevbert,

WiLLtaM BROCR, like George Herbert, lost his father
when he was four years old ; but when he was supplied
with another at thirteen, he did not receive the pift so
meekly as, with equally unbounded admiration of his

mother, the poet did his correspond

ing acquisition ab
sixteen. ‘ )

Ag soon as the outspoken Honiton boy discerned the
object of a certain frequent visitor to the home to which
he had just returned, he exclaimed against the imminent
event 8o ardently that his mother could not soothe him ;
and there appeared to be no remedy but that of hasten-
ing an arrangement which might very well have been
postponed for another year. Hes must begin the busi-
ness of life at ones; and two three weeks accordingly,

before the marriage, he was conducted over the hills to
Sidmouth. It was a sharp trial to his affectionate

nature to have the new relationship formed at all, and
4 special griefl thet he had made it impossible that he

& ii¢ initiation. The sm:ro":’-*s Whlcli

teriparament begin their 101.1g S‘ES
put happily 1;]1cm'e,alw;-a'{;sTr e111

T - n .

e for't'}'lfi?mmxz;a ti)rra-:-,ic-us mother

id: find things better than T

 Tiome for a fow deys, and

T seitled down to my

L FABYW: caIe off, and the

Yepan - to brighten; and

¥ pijnion a3 to_ my

: ally and socially,

d:in - affectionate

and died in the

i often spoke to me

himiself ‘of  opportunities

erring: to' the excellencies which

o snbsided almost as quickly as

16 had now to fight with a sea (?f

Lo which there was to be 1o escape 111"11311. hl‘S

ad Been transformed, end his P?Wers disci-

for services of which he had, :'tt ’?he tiine, no fori—f

Fit. :“Of the circumsbances. of this fmp.qrtan.t fe;la iy
iifs: he has left a pretty full narrative in the follo

‘imberesti to his younger soni—

%‘_‘_ﬁﬁ;r e:t;i}f&if;h@ ’bigan in September 1820,

cﬁﬁmitbing me to a sewitude. of seven yaars.ki Icr Tvi:
to be tanght the art and mystery of watehmaking;
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ba boarded and lodged with the family for the entjre
period, and to be allowed a fow days’ holiday every
year. In return, 8 certain Premium was to be paid for
me, and 1 wag to give all my serviees without any
pecuniary ‘remuneration until the apprenticeship ex-
pired. It was veritable bondage for the epprentice,
but it was in keeping with the custom of the times,
- “I had been forced, as schoolboy, to rough it—
roughing wes still to be iy lot, and such roughing, that
T remember it almost with dismay. My master wags
illiterate and profane. Tig wife was ill-favoured, il
bred, ll-mannered, and ill-disposed ; a wrangler with
her hushand, and with all who came within her reach,
My fellow-apprentices were ignorant, boisterons, and
debaged, knowing nothing more abont literature or
religion than the beasts which perish.  Until I entered
the house, T do not belisve there was g book within itg
walle. - Whatever talk there was, either in the shap or
at the tabls, never rose shove vulgar twaddle., The
domestic arrangements were beggarly and bad. Neithey
food nor beverage was tolerable in quality or sufficient
in amount., I had to sleep on the stairhead for years.
Of the ecommonest conveniences there were hardly any ;
of the ordinary comforts there Wwere mone at all. The
material and the mora] wretchedness of the place
was complete, 1t troubles me 4o rememiber it, I have
not overcharged my representation in the least, .
“Xor a while it was more than T could bear, To my
mother T wrote piteous complaints. She sent me the

o . and once she inter-
sessary food ; and o

: the .
: iwever, T became inured to th
. .

ke i 1d riot help,-
‘hiti ‘and things which I cou _
..sh1psb :;]If;;é"juf{'ﬂ“ As T remenﬂ?ﬁ!‘: unto
: y:i o' Hear it, but the discipline, I

a8 LryImng by

n 's";:rhich surrounded me, I
SWhen Sunday came, 1 found

services in the

the’ town with

¥ misther had any

lien: the minister—a

ist - I'went on the first

] 'ﬁ'ﬁd"-_-"é%ening,- spending the

the way that I knew my 'mother

I ‘péxt morning I was F:hrlsbened,
5l e, * Parson' Brock, a designa.tmn.ﬁmi&;:

“adliered to me all through my Si

@ﬁqu_é’:}__ o means all. Mr. B. distinctly attempted to
& by no .

i chapel.- ‘He
he arrangement for my going to chap e
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Swearing and in itg denouneings. *Tiust them fop mak-
ing the place too kot to hold ms, wnless I would give my
religion up !’ Correspondence 2 liitle mended matters,
and, so far as violence went, I was to be let alone. One
thing, however, wag carried out, and that wag the
determination that I should have none of my Teading

and praying, either in getting up or in going to bed,

I was warned never to try that again; but as I-did not
exactly see any reagon why I should not, I Just did

what I had been wont to do before getting into bed
that night.  Away came S5 shoe from hig hand to my
head, with an emphatic warning thaf, as often as T said
IRy prayers like that, so often the ghoe would be flung 3
- end the harder it hit me, the better should ke be pleased,
Ou considering the ratter, I concluded that I tnighf
read and pray elsewhere—ng Tarticular virtue attaching,
as I gathered, either to g given place or to a specific
time. It was one of my earliest exercises in Ppraetical
‘casuistry, and baving made known to my perseculor that
I meant to do 50, I thenceforward adopted anothar
method of acknowledging and worshipping God, T see
the spot now, a little Way up the cliff on the Salesmbe
side of Sidmouth, where T have offered up, times ang
often, my praises ang My prayers. ‘Whether for the
mating or the vespers, it was equally a pleasant place.
I have a notion that I pointed out the Place to your
brother William when we were at Sidmouth by our-
gelves some years ago,
“The congregation at the chapel was very small but

iwischool. After a while some
se. and at length I was ajsked
'1;5.' That was the designa-
id ':i%éi:f proper oue; for. t;i 11;;:;2
.5 the, object. for which thei child:
W accepted the invitation,
St Teaiure. in: my work, Or{e way
s e wonderful reliefs to
- general discomforts.

EeATIS

Ty’ M Werd the minister
and to: niiy: fellow-teachers

i ‘accordingly.
“Willigm Barnes,

neta) Tegpect for religiouir
Tpious: things: ncreasérl"'_'but_.I was 10
& ";'ibnal ttachniéﬁt- to Chriat, nelthii
1 the  sabject, s0. ag to be at a
1 moved to confess Christ
why. 0f “joining myself 60 the
st all the efforts to weaken my
‘resolutely. held my own.
. kind, they might have
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succeeded; &s it was, they failed. . Plausible and

 captivating ungodliness might have gained me. By

vicious and violent ungodliness, I was repelied.

“I received a good deal of help in right directions
through a weekly visit which I had undertaken to ey
to Williamy J effrays, & poor bedridden blind man, who
sarved and loved the Tord. T used to vesd gome
Seripture, which he would explain according to his
ability, and then he prayed. It was not long before
he led me into conversation about the Seripture which
I had read ; and then it +was not long before I prayed
according to his degire. - The poor fellow always
welcomed my visits so gratefully, and conversed with
such intelligent and loving cheerfulness, that I wag
delighted to go to him. He -won my confidence
entirely, and proved that he deserved it. He ‘ex.
pounded to me the way of the Lord more perfsetly.’
Where he thonght that T was presumptuous, ha
corrected me; and when he saw that T was afraid, he
bade me be of good cheer. Over many an obstacle did
he take me safely, and from mistakes of more kinds
than one did he hold me back. Not at all teo much is
it to say that, in that dark, eomfortless back-room of
my paralytic friend at Sidmouth, I totk some of my
fivst lessons in the girding up of loins, in the putting.on
of armour, in the laying hold upon eternpl life, in
the setting of my seal to it that God is true. William
Jeffreys and T have pleasant conversation awaiting ng
in the paradise of God !

n‘,-'-ai:id' to their families. Infercouxse
L. <ithin my reach, and I gladly too(i]f
tAgE: 0 it as my circumsta.nc‘es a]l;we -
et to’ b, and magazines—< The Fvan

&> 3h particular, which hecame to me
aine delight. T continu.ed, too,

very Saturdey evening.
whose neme was Hill, who
ith; go plied me with his
' take in ©The Tmperial
ous:charge:of al‘lshﬂling o mon'th.
was tegularly; fortheoming, with
i the antd ‘above. The
ware ‘book which the
t.hand, the very

784, :]i‘iéijl.g;;. head and

‘companions in the

eot i of disliks,; but: i’*iié,d'_? the upper
Limproved. To

Christian ministers
their telazation, and
ryides ‘at the chapel.
Mattlhew Wilks, the

e c
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Rev. James Stratten, the Rev. James Hoby, and
several others, I have notes which I took of the
sermong they preached during their stay in 1824 and
1825, OQur great ministerial visitor, however, was the
Rev. John Angell James, of Birmingham. The mother
of Mrs. James resided in the town; and her danghter
and her husband ceme down fo see her EVery year.
I can hardly convey to you an ideg of the exciterent
of the neighbourhood when it was known that Mz,
James was going to preach. Ths Iittle chapel was
crammed to its entire capacity of accommedation ; and
when the windows could be thrown open, scores
listened ocutside. If he preacheﬂ in the week, it was
very much the same, The sermons told powerfully
on me, and served, I have no doubt, to move me
further towards Christ: one sermon in particular from
the text— How shall you escape, if you neglect so
great salvation 2°

“I perpetrated an act, on the eccasion of one visit of
Mr. James’s, of which T presume I cught to be some-
what ashamed, T was acenstomed to sif in the gallery,
immediately behind the chapel clock, To the pendu-
Inm of the said cloek T had access from where I sat;
50 1f acenrred to me, in the prospect of an evening ser-
mon, that I would lay my hand upoen the pendulum for
a minute or two; then set it agoing ; then lay my hand
uponr it for two or three minutes more ; and 0 on—pro-
longing the three-quarters of an hour for the sermon
into an hour and & quarter, more or less. T wag actually

+

T GIVES ABSOLUTION.

to' do this, so that nobedy would think

bad stoppad—the stopping as I managed
Ltefmittent; fiot continuong or complete. It
. 'fiom the text—‘Great peace
7 Jaw.’ I vastly enjoyed the

ourse which my artifice had

“off damplacently at the end

#d thinking the opportunity
enif. i thé confession of

e eﬁhere&f ‘the " incident
his absolition: Joseph

i to'continie in the husiness
itk albhotgh-he liad gradually
espect; and had even softened

stay within that
the world beyond,
sved some fitting
nly petfectly distinct
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object before him wag improvement in the art to which
he had given so many years, and in which there was
every probability of his reaching eminence; bub sur-
rounding that object there were the outlines of things
which he could hardly name, and which were only
oceasionally discernible as the mists of futuriby rose
and fell He determined, at all events, to try whether
be could find a path intoe the unknown region; and in-
serting an advertisement in his favourite periodical, then
the grand charmel of cornmunication, he received a
reply in five days, offering a situation at Hertford which:
appeared suitable to his purpose. L

When this becane known, both his master and his
rnother besought him not to make the venture; but he
was resciute; and having lived in it from September
1820 till March 1828, he bade farewell to Sidmenth.

In a letter, dated “Norwich, October 16, 1844,
addressed to a valued member of his congregation, then
travelling in Devon, he thus, after an interval of nearly
a quarter of a century, characterises this chapter of his
life: '

“To you it will not be uninteresting to know that it
wag in that town I was brought to know and to love

Jesus Christ. If you see the Mearsh Chapel you will '

see the place where first, I saw my Redeemer's glory and
first opened my lips in public prayer. Oh! my dear
friend, my heart is full when I think of Sidmouth, I
went there 2 poor fatherless boy ab thirteen years of
age, with no friends in the world but a precious mother,

i pecessity, o as wicked a man
might learn to earn my bread. My
ione the ungodliest I ever knew.

yﬁpathy with a boy whe really

iy which he constantly heard. T
ggeration, without a single com-
oo the side of the cliff, imme-

& the liktle river, whither

& from evil; made
adiicted me to the end

full of -well-known
"{he watchmaker's




Chapter Foueth,

8o did e travel on life’s common wiy
To elieerful fowliness ; and yes Lis heart
The “mightiest ' duties on itaclf did lay,”
—Wardsworth.

FEw holidays had enlivened the toil of the last eight
yoars; and the pause of three weeks which ocourred
at their close hrought great satisfaction to the family
at Honiton. The mother welcomed her son to his
old home, and acecompanied him to their relatives in
the manse at Culmstock, observing with nnconcealed
gratitude how the discipline of life and the influence of
true religion had developed his chamacter, and, without
quenching his humour and high spirits, had imparted
manliness and deference fo his bearing. She wag not
likely, however, to be able to divest herself of anxiety
in the prospect of the wide, and as it seemed permanent,

separation whick every day brought nearer. TLondon is _

a place full of terrible risks in the eyes of a mother
accustomed toa secluded life.  Withous perceiving that
the magnitude of the population may actially lessen
the force of some temptations which prove fatal in
small communities, it appears to her to intensify all

»7 FOR LONDON. 39

" But although her expressions
ad with bated breath, looked at ths

ger adventurer somewhat superfluous,

Jnow their valug and to discover
1t~ without a certain restraiming

Ny hethers anxieties!” he exclaimed,
o - littls “overcharged, who knows
Witclifulness I bave no doubt
‘<grace to help in time

alf:crown: destined to

when h -h’ad_'cti’ﬁ;ijl:éted' the journey.
‘eyes;Lhat it 13 gasy to imagine

: onged: ﬁj'_':'_t:'"tﬁe: tfioment when
op of :the’ coach, followed by the simul-
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1t made its appearance ; and one place heing found next'
the guard, our fraveller passed the April night by his/
side, revolving the past and the possible, and entering !
the city in which he was afterwards to be known sa!
widely about four o'clock next afternoon.

delight,” he wrote, “my cousin Jerom Murch* was
waiting for me. Fe had heard that T was coming by
the previous coach and had come to meet me on its
amival, Nothing daunted by the disappointment, he
had eome again, and by his true kindliness of voice and
manner I was vastly cheered.”
¥ven this was not his only welcome to the strange
city. His mother’s second sister, then a widow, and
afterwards wife of the Rev. Edward Lewis, pastor of the
Baptist Church at Highgate, of whom we shall hear
more presently, was not far off ; and within.a day or
two of his errival he set off to find her by way of
Tottenham Court Road, Hampstead Road, and Kentish
Town, “a fair half of the walk” reminding him of Devon,
with hedges and ditches and brambles and green fields
on either side; and what was better—< T was,” says he,
“affectionately welcored ; and several errangements
were forthwith settled for making the best of the little
time T had to stay.”

* At present the Mayor of Bath, snd anthor of % A History of the
Presbyterian and General Baptist Churches in the West of Eugland,™
—London, ¥835—from which several patticulars resPect.Lng the
Honiton Churches in this Memoir aro derived.

On alighting ;-: _
at the old coach office in Piceadilly Circus—“To my great

Hgfé TFORD.

Hertford had at last to be (?n'cour}-
T “congiderable trepidation, arismgin
idricith experience, thab its duties were
e  master, however,: proved to be mob
ccupa.tmn, although absorbing thirteen
2 leaving a few vemnsnts for social
'addih o the whole of every Sunday.
whie hé ﬁrst ‘waited was not attractive,
is eniergies to the Sunday-school
elipiotis " sympathies. On the
a.ther"a, success:lon of changes

godlmes amacng the people, he
Lo ministry of - the Rev. J. Anthony,
)] Indapandent:(}hurch whom he highly
ose nstm_ctmns" he grew in mte]h-

._thé.t_ nobls; thouo-h ohseure,
ore” mdebted than it

5. 'Mi'. Nicholas, an
: decent house with his twao
1 ial rvént -He was a small
60&3 going through a round
nd. hamlets, carrying his
s hack: Hm plan was to leave
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Hertford on Tnesday mornings, and.get home on Friday
evenings. His Sundays were given regulardly to a
congregation at Collier's End, a village about six miles
from Hertford. Week affer week for several years
did he walk to and fro to preach to about thirty or
forty villagers, veceiving nothivg whatever in the way
of money remuneration, _
“ It happened that he took sore fancy to me, inform-
“ing me that somehow he could make a sermon more
easily after a good Friday night's crack with me. One
day he came out with the proposal that I should come
and lodge with him. The liouse was gommodious, his
childrer were very fond of me, the old servant
Harriott would be attentive, and then we should have
better opportunity for the intercourse which we both
enjoyed. T scquiesced. The change was altogsther to
wy comfort. My bhoard and lodging were alike
benefited. Had my mother looked in upon me now,
she would, in goodly measure, have been content, Our
talks came off to admiration, Rarely had intevcoutse
been more pleasant than that which thus commenced
between the pedlar and the artizan. For the first
time I got hold of Gurnall's *Christian Armour,
Booth's “Reign of Grace! Doston’s ¢ Fourfold State,’
and several of the works of Andrew Fuller, I fairly
went in for them, becoming, in my way, as great a
theological devotee as I have ever met. Tt was very
much & new life to me altogether, and it was lifs! I
delighted to read the statement of s theological case,

crc4 ¥ DISCUSSION:

he proof by which it was made
Ne heed to the results and conse-
ere. said, dirvectly or mcfhrectly, ta
retiuently T found myself embarrassed,
. L was: - perplexed, exactly 88 I have
ng man in my Bible classes. perplexed
vexed quéstlons incident to our humanity
finore than' T can tell. I had to struggle
‘it greatly ; and when Friday
icl olas in hiz proper place,
im s party to the fight.
ty started. our discussion,

mn dlﬂ"lculty, at other

tha supper of the Lord This was no
accmmted for by the state of the
both at Sidmouth and Hertford,




“ BAPTISH 620,

church membership, the solemn duty of baptism should
be at once observed, Accordingly, “I was,” says his
note on the subject, “ haptized at Highgate tn April
1820; Mr. Lewis accepting my profession of .faith,
burying me with Christ in baptism, and raising me up
again to newness of life.”

The. natural effect of thiz decision was a more
direct progress .in the way which, through his friend’s
quiet help, was now broadening before him,

“About the time of my baptism, I began to go occa-
sionally with Mr. Nicholas when he went to preach at
Collier's End. This brought us into yet closer fellow-
ship, and we became, very efficiently, the bearers of
each other'’s burdens, and the helpers of each others
joys. One Sunday he asked me to read and pray.
Though the place would not hold more than forty, and
all were very poor, I shrank from doirg it. . If ke would
excuse me then, T said I would try some ather time,
Before long he renewed his request, and I complied.
Presently there came ancther request: *Would I not
preach some day soon?’ Very decisive was my answer,
and it was a3 honest ag it was decisive, The proposal
both startled and distressed me. 1 felt that to entertain
it, even for an hour, wounld be wrong. Mr. Nicholas
wasg very kind, and very wise withal. He did not bore
me at all ; but he kept the subject well befors my mind,
getting gome persons who thought the same as he
thought to talk with me ag opportunities arose, .

“Under the pressure which was thus brought to bear
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great interest to me; and T thought of the old Honiton
text of being ‘ rememberad by the Lord for good,’

“Mr. Nicholas was able to walk with me to Collier’y
End when Sunday came, and to take the morning ger-
mon. At half-past two I entered the Iittle pulpit to
conduet the service entirely; having, 1 remember, a
strong wish to be my own suppliant for grace $o help
me in this time of nesd. T felt that it wonld be a
relief to me to ponr cut my heart before the Lord ; and
I felt, moreover, that the people’s hearts might blend
and sympathise with mine, ag by prayers and sepplica-
tions with thanksgivings I was making known our
common requests unto God,

“The service gave pleasare to the People obviously ;

and in their simpls way they expressed their hape

that I should come and Preach to them again, As we
were walking home, Mr, Nicholas eame into serious
conversation with me on the subject of the Christian
ministry as the ealling of my life, His former fin-
pressions, he assured me, had beesn thoroughly confirmed

by my sermon; no douht, indeed, had he now that I -

was called of God unto the work Al this, however,
seemed to me to e premature ; and though my friend
plied me persistently with his entreatieg , I ventured to
think thet he was wiong. A strong point with him
wag that T had found pleasure and profit in the one
service which T had undertaken. T admitted both the
plesstire and the profit; but T dared mot at once infer
that I was chosen of God to he a minister of the Word,

k utl’ was firm, and as conscien-
[ was firm.  That I might now
sri with advantage, I be‘heved ;
‘to preach sermons continuzlly,
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of human nature, and plerced, or seemed to Dierce
ab the first glance into the innermost being of the mey
who stood in hig presence. But he nged fow wards
and not even these without reflection. It cannot pg
doubted that from what ho saw in his rustie towns.
man, joined with what he had heard of hig attempts
at Hertford and Highgate, his nind was made up
on the polnt of hig recéption into the college ; but he
eautiously advised a little longer continuance in village
evangelism, and drew attention to the rule that applica.-
tion must be preceded by church membership, sane-
tioned by a vote of the church, and supported by the
recommendation of two ordained ministers,

All these conditions were at length duly observed,
The church at Highgate did its part cordially : two
neighbouring ministers Joined in itg recommendation,
and the villagers of Colliers End, who had been the
first to appreciate and encourage & ministry destined

to a wider suditory, heard with desp interest, mot

unmixed with regrets, itg parting connsels. )

“I sought admission to Steprey in the usnal anner,
~and all preliminary inquiries having been, satisfactorily
answered I was directed to appear hefore the ecom-
mitiee on a particular evening in February 1830,
there and then #o submit to such viva-voce examins-
tion asg might be deemed desirable, and furthermore,
and especially, to preach a ghort Sermon, addressing
the committes ag though they were my congregation,
and regarding thg commities room ag g Place of

j;éé]f of my old sermon on

and proceeded to abbreviate

ol ion.
for the oceaslo .
- eame, and ab the time
. ?

tréet, which was at thab 1.:1me
deneroinational operafions.
nto was shut off from

elf, apparently
40 be a condi-

e closed. 1
lie conversation
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“All af once T heard an ominous voice say something
which brought the preaching abraptly to an end, The
fact was that the Committee had satisfied themselvey
that Mr. Middleditch had the gift of public speaking,
and with that they were satisfied.

“ When I was summoned, (I remember the group very
well), T took my seab at the table by the side of M.
Gutteridge, and Mr. W. B. Gurney. Faithful, ag T
have no doubt they were, to their responsibilities, they
were very kind to me, T daresay that I owed & good
deal to the friendship of Mr. Murch, who was Present
as the Dresident of the College, and who had pie-
possesged the Committes in my favour. The talk with
me was very general, and very muck to the purpose,
relating principally to my conversion and my con-

secration to Christ. By and by the Chairman desired .

me to stand &t the end of the table and deliver my
sermon, seying that I was not to exceed a quarter of

an hour, or they should have to stop me before I.

reached the close. Far more self-possessed wag T

than I bad expected. Out came the test, There is.

& Friend that stieleeth closer than a brother, and on

went the sermon fluently, and pleassntly, until my

deliverance +was complete, peroration and all! The

request was made to me to withdiaw., After a little
while T was recalled and assured by the Chairman

of ‘@ hearty welcome to all the benefits of the Instita-

tion. Mr. Middleditch and myself had been informed |
beforehand that, in case we should be aecepted that :-_

QUESTIONINGS.
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would have led me to withdraw my application to
the Committee on' the spot. A vision of my Blooms-

bury Chapel life, had I seen it as T passed that evening -
inte my College chamber, would have sent me back -

to my bench at Mr. Field’s, and to my occasional
sorvices to the rastics ab Collier's End.

“ However, no steh vigiong did appear to ‘me; and
perhape in mercy, the weightier ultimate Téspongi-
bilities whieh were involved wers hidden from my
eyes. KEnough, in the gracious providence of God,
that [ should apprehend and then addyess myself fo
those responsibilities which were at hand. ‘When
others followed in succession, no matter what they
would. involve, and no matter where they might occur,
divine strength would be made perfect in my human
weakness. I was 0 be 2 student now ; let me learn,
in whatsoever state I wa#, to be content,

- “On reaching the College Mr. Middladitch and
myself were treated with true friendliness by our
fellow-students; and hefore we parted for the night
we were congiderably at our eage. The next morning
we were Introdweed to Mrs, Murch, greatly to our
comfort, becanse she was so motherly. Everything
seemed to w3 to be contiibuting to ouy comfort, and

with pure hearts fervently we thanked God and took:

courage.”

fine was his apeche,
gladly teche.”
CHAUOEE, Onford Scholar.
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but intelligent church, a graduate of the University of
Edinburgh, and a man of great taste and judgment,
who received into his house, which is described as
having been “through his private means considerably

above the ordinary ministerial style,” detachments of :

students preparatory to their course in Stepney College,
Five formed the circle on this oecasion, and seldom hag
a companionship been more admirably compoged. Not
one resembled another, and each added something to
the eommon weal. Charles James Middlediteh with
hig ealm judgment, William Payne with his fervid and
generous spirit, the gentle and refined Cubits, and the
devoted missionary-student Griffiths—all now, after
honourable lives, re-united above—largely contributed
~ fo each other's education and happiness.

“T soon found myself at home,” wrote their warm-

hearted comrade, “in our pleasant quarters at Derby, .
quite ready for any work which Mr. Hawkins might :

require me to undertake. We were at once informed of
his plans for ourstudies : he intended fo take us through
a series of exercises in Engligh, to instruct us in the
Latin end Greek grammars, to acguaint us with Alge-
bra, and to confer with us as opportunities should arise,
on various matters preparatory to our study of theology.
We might work together or separately in learning
the lessons or in getiing ready for examinations, but he
would meet with us, as a rule, in class. The neceséary
books were at hand ; suitable directions were given
and we were told to bring apy difficulty which per-

eW to é.mploy purselves in sermon-
one offaatually, each of us,
di 'urse and to read it be-

iTse W
ad . they were long. M=
which Was- mosh Tindly,
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had removed her residence, was, however, saddened by
the circumstanee of his sister, to whom he was much
attached, and who had come from Plymouth, expressly
to meet him, taking ill, or rather becoming worse than
she had been for some time befdre, and ere three weeks
had elapsed, hreathing her last. The divine goodness:
discernible in permitting that final meeting, and the,
admonition which the loss conveyed to him at thatj
juncture, gent him onward with deepened earnestness t0|
the duties awaiting him in London. |

“The first of September 1830, being now near at
hand, I prepared to leave for Stepney, where all the
students were expected on that day. The separation
from my mother was painful or many accounts, hut
we called to mind our former separation at Honiton,
unfeignedly thanking God that He had reraembered us
so gracionsly for good then, and confidently believing
that He would so remember us again. By the day
appointed I was within the college walls, ready for
whatever duties might be assigned to me. - The few
books which I had brought with me were soon arranged,
my desk was put in order, and the blessing from on
high was invoked with some measure of the fnll assur-
ance of faith.”

The interesting old edifices which formed the
College of Stepney were swept from the earth and
replaced by a terrace of modern houges scon after the
institution was removed in 18 56 to Fegent's Park.
Their memory, therefore, has already begun to perish,

ZPNEY COLLEGE.
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days when Stebonheath, or Stepney, was the favourite
resort of London citizens: the Regent's Park, In fact,
of that time. Standing on either side wera two
capacions mansions of later date, one having heen
the property and dwelling of Dr. Matthew Mead, the
Court physician, which were assigned as residences
to the two chief tutors. Between the Tower and the
eastern house a building had been admirably inserted,
including above and below, the Refectory and the
Library, from which a double-steried line of studies
was projected at right angles into the garden. The
imposing front which these comhbined structures pre-
gonted, was farther extended abouf half a century ago
by the erection of a neat, Elizabethan chapel, which was
open to the public, and supplied with preachers by the
tutors and stndents of the college.

The interior was a place of hard work, A few might
take their duties easily, but as a rule, the temptation
was to over-application, It was seldom that one
passed through that gateway without a definite object,
and a profound appreciation of the opportunities pre-
gented fof salf-improvement., It was the impression,
indeed, of the majority that in the view of their
necessities, the time of study was too short. It is

true that when that period was not prematurely ended -

by the importunity of churches, it bore a fair com-
patison in point of extent with what prevailed in other
places of learning. The course of candidates for the
ministry in the Presbyterian churches of Seotland, for
example, extends over eight years: four devoted to

t then their gossions
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The most trying ordeal, perhaps, in the way of public
ministration was. that which fell upon each student in
turn, after coming into the second year's residence, in
the pulpit of the Collega Chapel, The presence of the
tutors, a few of the students, and some intelligent people
from the neighboutheod, eombined with the over-high
rostrum and the chill air of the little fane, to make it

impossible for -all but the most reckless orators to feel -

at home in their work, FBut an admirable counterpoise
to the influence of this sphere of action was found in
the open air and among the teeming multitudes of

Whitechapel Road and Ratcliffe Highway which surged

on either side. The academic buildings stood in no
Cistercian valley or Trappist solitude, where the only
sounds are those of the stream or the avalanche: a-few
minutes’ walk, north or gouth, brought one to crowds
deeply in need of evangelical instruction and by no
means inaccessible to it, The scenes presented on the
two great thoroughfares just named, in the early hours
of spring and summer Sundays, were full of touching
interest. The working men and their families who had
passed the night in the confined dormitories of the

streets, which lie like mets on either side of the main’

current, hagtened to creep forth into air and daylight.
The broad pathways, on fine mornings between seven
and nive, were covered by people of both sexes and all
ages in hastily-assumed clothing—the children playing,

and the fathers and mothers making small purchases in
‘provision shops, and et tables and rude stalls covered
with all kinds of small edibles, from oysters and mussels

v
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Dr, Andrew Reed, Dr. Price, Mr. Biuney, Dr. Leifchilg, -
and Mr, Stovel”

These influences received a marked aceession from
the enthusiastic public meetings which about this timg
ware held in the Metropolis in consequence of what wag
termed the “Jamaica Insurrection,” and which it i well
known brought public indignation to a point which no
longer permitted slavery to exist under British rule, A
question which arcused the moral sentiments of the
whole country, ecould not but kindle to the Intengest
ardour young men looking forward to public life in
connection with the ¢hurches most closely affected by
the movement, and brought under the Impetucus and
overwhelming eloguence of Knibb, There was no need
of the vigilance of the officers of the « Early Rising
Society ” in Stepney College in those days. The men
were ab their books by sunrise, preparing, not for that
day but for the day after, that in the evening, usually
given to such proparation, they might be at Finsbury,
Spafields, or Exeter Hall, to weep over the “moving
aocidents,” which the chief orator told with inimitable
pathos ; or, when he burst into indignant denunciation
and carried higs oppressed pecple from human govern-
ments o the feet of the righteous Grod, to rise with the
whole audience and shout solern opposition to tyranny.
These excitements were by no means transient or gtertle,
They awoke just impulses and tesined the judgment
to hold them under command while in pursnit of greaf
public measures, :

il be found in later years.
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course by a series of most useful lectures on the Grelz
Testament. An eloention master was provided for ug
through this session, but he was an egregious failure,
and we obtained no good.

“Invitations to Mr. Murch for my services in the
piﬂpit became more and more frequent, some of theny
from the country, but the greater part from London,
He thought it best on the whole to comply with them,
although his compliance became the oceasion of con-
siderable present inconvenience to me, and 1 believe
of much ultimate harm. My course of study was
seriously interrupted, and my habits of study were

greatly njured. I was making sermons when I should
have been mastering principles; I wag expending

- force wpon present service when I should have been
expending it upon preparation for future service ; and

I was ocoupying public places, when the only Proper -
place for me was the seclusion of the study with my
books, or the more sacred seclusion of the closet with

my Heavenly Father. Tt was of the Lord’s mercies
that no greater mischiefs ensued. They threatened

certainly, but in the exceeding riches of His grace T

trust they were turned aside.”

It would not be right to suppress his account of the
wrong which he helieved he thus suffered. Tt is
patural enough for the Presidents of colleges to desire
to 1meet the wishes of influentia] churches, but it hag
sometimes led them to do injustice to the men, and
1o inconsiderable damage to the churches themselves,
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church withal, having 2 high traditionary reputation
for intelligence and wealth. Great London merchanta,
lawyers, and bankers had been found among ite

descons, and scholars and orators in succession had

taken the oversight of it in the Lord. For 2 student
of the second yesr to be asked to preach there at all
was & wonder, and for such a student to be asked
again and again, was nob to be believed.” *

Some light perhaps is thrown upon this movement by
an incident which has been kindly communicated by
the Rev. J. B. Pike of Merton, who entered the College
in that year. _

"« Tt was very plainly to be seen,” says Mr. Pike, “by
any new-comers to the College that My, Brock was &
man of note among his fellows; buf it was nob till
December 13 in that year, when it was his turn to read
a sermon for criticism in the Library, that it was fully
known what manner of man we had amongst us, He
selected for his text, z Cor. v. 14, *The love of Christ
constraineth us’ and proceeded to deliver a discourse
which, for unction, fervour, and power, fairly tock his
small and select sudiencs by storm. Both tutors and
students were fairly electrified by it, and had no heart
to indulge in anything approaching to unfavourable
criticism, but gave utterance to their feelings in lan-

* Pha archwology of Maze Pond, from the Abbot's Garden of tha
gixteenth cenbury dowawsrds, is plessanily given in the Rev, Charles
Stanford's Hbreto called “ Home and Choreh: 4 Chapter in Family
Life at O1d Maze Pond,” Hodder, 1871,—ED
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would be one momentous responsibility ; to visit the
sick would be another; to converse with inquirers would
be ancther; and there wonld be many besides. The old
question came, < Who is sufficient for these things?' but
then the old answer followed, ®Our sufficiency is of
God” 8o T acquiesced, and when the College vaeation

began I went to be the guest of Mr. and Mrs. Kitson,.
pear Kennington Common. My friend had several -

daughters and one son, all grown up and well affected
towards the truth. A room was allotted to me for my
study, and such books as T yequired were at once suppHed.
Thers was nothing for it but downright hard work, if

so be I wag to hold up my head at all. The dawdling

away of & morning would have been ruinous either to
the morning or the affernoon sermon, perhaps to both,
Against the different kinds of dawdling 1 consequently
set my face; and one way or another, when the times_'
for preaching arrived in snccession, some sort of sermon
was-ready. :

“Large and lasting were the reasons which accumulated'
during that month for my setting to my seal that* God
is trne’ The evenings of the Sundays were free, the
services being held in the morning and afterncon. Ib
ocourred to Mrs. Kitson that a gathering of the young
folks of the congregation in their drawing-room would
be advantageous, if L would conduct a service that should

bear specially on their relations and responsibilities o

Christ, The idea was carried out on successive Sun

day evenings, and great blessing wos vouchsafed to us:

FRPIEXITY.
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serious difficulties arose, through what has always
sesmed to me to have been singular inadvertence on
the part of our President. The chureh at Norwich,
over which the venerable Mr, Kinghorn had presided
for forty years, had recently been deprived of him by
death. For a successor to him the deacons were now
actually in search, and it seemed good to them to think
of me. To my tutor they consequently applied, re-
questing him to send me down to Norwich to preach
on s Sunday pear at hand. Imstead of foreclosing
the matber ab once, he complied with the request, and
directed me to present myself to Mr. Kinghorn's
congregation at the time named., T demurred  bub
acquiesced,

«In many ways [ enjoyed the visit wncommonly,

put T presently wished that I had not gome. Imter-
views were sought and communications made which

answered substantially to those with which I had been
embarrassed and troubled at Maze Pond.

«On my return from Norwich I gave myself to my -

College-work as far as I could; buf Mr. Murch soon

informed me that T must have new sermons ready, since '

the Maze Pond deacons fully intended to renew their
application for my services from Sunday to Sundsy,
either for the morning or afternoon, or both. They
did so, much to my discomfort, but much more to my
detriment. The pressure upon me became heavier
than T could bear, and in the early part of 1833 I
fairly broke down in health and spirits, Medical
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other. To my dismay, he sent me o Norwich to’
preach on a particular occasion ; and I was invited to

enter on the pastorate forthwith, any further probatic
being abandoned,  On the sole condition that I should
nob preach against strict communion I should be wel
comed there and then” -

In former timeg the churches were aceusbomed _#o'i
demand much longer probationary periods than they o -
now, It was not unusual to keep a young minister
“three, six, or even twelve months waiting for the
decizion which wasg intended to determine the scene of -
his whole life’s minisiry. In their eagerness to secure
the man of their choice, the Norwich chureh, it will he :
perceived, waived their six months’ demand, and. pre- -

sented an instantehecus invitation: but the London
chureh, though first in the field, and by no means less
intent on its object, even with a knowledge of that
concession, would abate only one third from the three
months which they had required, and that on the
condition that the time should be continuounsly spent
in their service, and not broken by intervals of absence-
in the service of another congregation, to which they
did not consider it dignified fo be regarded as a rival.

The contest, happily, was brought to a eonclusion
“before the vehement appeals from both sides pushed
the object of their regard into any conduct meonsistent
with honourable eandour, or led to such exasperation of
feeling as might have prevented the gaining and the-
losing side maintaining their mutual regard.

FRIENDLY DEACONS.

'ﬁ.last my mind inclined very clearly and strongly
orwich. It seemed plain to me that, of the two
the country one would give me the llargfast
v& for the prosecution of my sl:adi.es. Social life,
i Norwich among the Nonconformists was ab th.sji:
ingularly ag‘reeable and: reputable, and t.o ita
ial bepefits T knew 1 should presentlyl be_ mt'ro-
wed, I lost'mo time in making known my inclination

& deacons at Maze Pond. One interview followed

or. the object on their part being to prcl.ve that T
-ilave more advanbages, literary, educatlon_al, and
:in the metropeolis than olsewhere. 1 listened
tfully and candidly, but T wae unconvingid. My

ing to Norwich became stronger every c.iay.

oth these churches were favoured with dea,{?ox_ls,

/i whoum, in the absence of pastors, the nm?,t delicate
ess devolves) of great wisdom and piety ] zm’d
all the ardent expressions of attachme.m: which it
igir part to convey to the young minister, who

: king thus early in slippery pla‘ces, 1? i ‘II].CISB

g to obgerve the paternal ﬁdehty. mth Whl.Ch
pselled him. His host, Mr. Kitson, gives him
inating and loving advice on the cultivation of

piritual life; and Mr. Beddome, when he fores‘aw

.t thié decision was likely to be, and while expressing

‘the issue of the patience and prayers of the past

mionths,” sﬁys, «Tt is a matter of serious donbt
hether your ministerial giits axe 80 likely to
wmywhere else so much as in London ; but if




GOOD ADVICE.

the Lord should direct your way to Norwich, I hop
you will find some friends thersa who can sit wit
delight end edification under your ministry, and ye
occagionally prove that such & hahit is not incompati
with the exercise of a spirit of friendly eriticism sui}
as may have a profitable bearing on the devslopme
of your mental facultics, I have seen the operation 0
this mutwual care for each other in London, and I wouli_
advise you, with all the affection of a brother, not i
wait for, but to couré 2¢ ot the handg of such men ag My
Wilkin and Mr. Brightwell. Any defect in reasonin
ox loogeness of declamation is more readily apparent to
an intelligent hearer than to the speaker himgelf; anc
the facility of speech with which Ged has endowed you
will make it the more desirable that you should havs
some affectionofe crifics among your hearers. I hop
ever to follow you with my prayers.” _

This advice was probably the more readily piven in
congequence of Mr, Broek’s known good sense in accept
ing such eriticism. He was exceedingly sensitive t’b
both praise and blame, and more inclined to take g
depressing than san elating view of his performance
but he was above the petulance which cannot bear an
unfavourable admonitery hint even from a friend. Hi
wag more disposed to say with Whicheote, “ If T have
not a friend, Heaven send me an enemy, that I may
know what my faults are!™

Thexe is surely something manly in this acknrowledg:
ment: “I found,” he says of his College days, «kind

PERSONAL APPEARANCE.

‘in the congregations 50 which T was ?.ccus?on%ﬁ-
' py whom Iy Sermons Were faithfully

pac jfticised‘ T thanked them at the tlme.and

'Slﬁa?]rllced ther far yoore heartily many jc]mes

- soms of them faults of doctrine OF sentmlar_Lt

Yted out 3 by others, fanlts in statem(?nt or in

- by otixem, faults in. delivery or m.s‘tﬂ;.

e given of thei golicitude

Ster of could they hav
atzz:ifruc;ness: in no better way could they have

ot te it.”

Goured to promo ' _ )

& seadsr before he advances {urther in this narra
)

4y crave $0me distincher conception of the‘ persin
mgﬁer of the young man who produced in Wef -
‘154 congregations such jraportupate desires i0F -
iges. Lt
‘o fiuze tall, somewhab WHEL .
a:elg:l:s'. gait, flaxen hair lying In 0O 'partmula}m:‘
‘tovether with blunb though gentle spesch,
' g come fresh from free
ot of the intellectual
and

thin and pliant, an

e impression of havin
ife.r The head was 1oL O
iiti the face Was foll of decision, energy,

ower, with & certain leonine force which
¥

' is fri uoting ot ohgervation made

: 1_593:!;;53;16}]’1 lz:r;;]::;? 1?%3 front-doar to him one.day

e Zaﬂy iiterviews. Qlancing ak the white hat, hlixg]::t.

yaflow waisteoat, be said with his gravely hun.ml:;:ﬁs v:]:m;

aid that style, my young friend, rather cgnspu; s hen

dent in this grim college 1 Ik w:ls'ermuit . e
formed to the congrioud and hecoming when

od.




76 ' STHDENT. "

e

made you sure that he had a point to carry, and th:

- 1t certainly would be carried. The mouth, howeve
had no severity, but was full of kindliness and humoy
and in its smile extremely sweet ; while the deep-tone
voice, although joined with a somewhat cumbroy
articulation, told of trust and sympathy, It was
sort of voice which ig felt to be most in harmony wi;
religiots thought and emotion.

to expend his entire being upon each, so that whenge ik
next was to come he gould not imagine. When his
Stepney study was entered in the comrse of the day
and that was seldom done with too much eeremony by
his more intimate friends, the eyes which had danesd
with mirth at the breakfagt-table wonld often bs red
with tears, and the voice which had rolled waves o
irresistibly humorous banter over the head of fome ux
resenting Welsh or Cornish student, choked witl
emotion. He had reached the heart of a discours
The Bible would be open on one side, and the folios of
“Charnock an the Attributes,” at that time a ver
helpful anthor to him, standing upon their ends on th
other, while he ran out his thoughts upon a slate, an
then slowly transeribed them upon his paper. :
His manner in the pulpit was what it continued t
be through life, calm and unembarragsed. It had v
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oIl of feeling which was mot quite
e only gesture was the extension of the
fid cE;Tv.rh]?ich every one could observe was fmie
'ﬂ.]’_'l’d delicate than the geners]l mass OU o ei
<ed.  This movement of the hand, tot.,e
i ssion of the mouth, was the image

T ly imprinted on the

wos found most deep 1 '
:;zi when the memory recalled some rmpressive
B

' hearing of the man, in short,
| mfﬁéﬁﬁiﬁte&nﬂ unaffected, the coun’?elilt-
transperent and chetarful, and thle E:j?mi
'jr.'-'in the devotiopal servmi—i]::adag;;; ?; atglhe
assei?;bli;;: oi‘er::i:ist:aia:ng, fastidious h?arers,
5;}’ iever thought of imperfections, which he
a5 the last to deny or extenuate.




Porivich.

I fain do tell the Lhings that 1 bekold,
But feel mey wots bo fail and longus fo fold,

FPouchsafe, thert, O Thow posé Almiphly Speite]
From whont il gifts of wit and knowledge flow,
v shed inio wy breest some spaviling loks
“OF Thine esernal iruzh } that I may sheto
e Lifdle beawes tp movial gpes belomy
f that dimortal Deanty, theve with Thee,
Which {n my wek, distranyhicd mind 1 300’

~--BPENSER,




('L‘Igﬁpter &ixth.

5-{;, 7 am achild; for thon shalt go o whomenaver T shall send
whatseever I command thee thou shels apeak,”—To Jereminh.

pifGER looking upon Norwich from the neigh-
¢ eminences, and marking the fine spire of the
athedrel presiding over the multitudinous towers of
churches, oight suppose that he was aboub

id commenting on the Scriptures, which
ntroduced into the Church serviee, she gave
aid, strict orders to begin with Norwich.
ger thing when, by advice of the Duke of
fered an sgylum in the connty lo refugees
i:iierlands. In Norwich, as in Honiton,
ign birth made for themselves a position
aqiient persecution shook ; their superior

nd. edueation, together with the arts and

h' they ‘introduced, having prevented

hed during the evil times which fol-
abled them to transmit to their pos-




82 FOSEPH KINGHORN. [185:

terity their intellectusl activity and enlightened love ¢
freedorm, ’
Among the various religions eommunions of the cit
the Baptists held an early place. It is mot 18CeSsar
here to trace their history, but only to observe that a
the moment to which this nerrative applies they ha
lost an eminent teacher in the person of Joseph King
horn. He had spent the whols period of his ministry,
extending to forty-three years, on this one spot, and, a
%is friend and biographer assures us, had come to be r
garded with feelings approaching to reverence by e
of all ranks and religions in the city* “ Would that
could faitbfully draw his portrait,” says another write
“as it still remains vividly present to my mind. H
personal appesrance was striking; hig figure was tall
and spare ; altogether he had an apostolic air, and nong
could fail to perceive in him a Temarkablé personag
His character wag pre-eminently practical, and godd
senge marked all he said and did. To use & somewh
droll expression of his own, *He was a perpendicul
man;’ he turned not aside & hand-breadth from 1]
straight path. In the practical application of his su
ject he espeeially excelled—urging the great motives
the Glospel, and ever pointing to Christ and Him o ek
fied. His impressive manner and appearance, his fr
quent emotion, often testified by his faltering voice and
gathering tears, enlisted the sympathy of his audlto

# « Togeph Kinghorn ; a biogruphy,’ by Murt.m Hood Wﬂk
with intredunetion by Simen Wilkin, F.L.B.  1855.

HIS INFLUENCE.

mparted to his ministrations a special power.

hat he said left an abiding impression ; and I have

“hig discourses alluded to with delight by aged
Eers of hiz church who had borne them in memory
%ifs itself was ebbing. The children’s children of
he tanght are at this day ocoupying the places of
fathers. How deep and tender was the love he
h1s people was proved by the affecting declaration
he addressed to the church after his fathers
s¢ [he was never married]:— I am now,” he said,
anied from every earthly tie, I have no other care
ou; henceforth you, the members of this church,
¢ Ty brother and my sister, my father and my
[l
a2 8 brave thing for any one to step into the
guch a man; and if the eyes hrad mot been
Iy “holden” that they should nob see the difti-
“that might avise, and did arise, upon such an
at step would hardly have been talken in the
' Tt was undoubtedly an advantage to

preaching had been marked by such high qualities
ilo' there was already an inuer eircle of Chris-
iore than average intelligence, there was a
prepared to listen with respect fo evange-
etion, The diversities of the two men might

ta in favour of the new comer. If Hebraic

Iz of the Lifs of Mr. Brightwell of Norwich,"” by bis
dilia Lucy Brighwwell, P.37. Privately printed in 1%6g,




84 THE NEW MINISTER.

and Patristic learning mo lomger gave dignity to the
argument of the discourse, there was & Massive COMMOL,
sense which was quite ss convincing, If the ﬁnely

cat, features, the hair smoothly divided over the centre
of the forehead and flowing towards the shomlders
together with the antigue dress and the quaint ranne

which gave to the elder the idesl aspeet of an apostls
found in almost every particular a marked contrast i

the younger minister, the change was not without th

charm of novelty to the old, and of something like e
lease from long restraint to the young. “Iwas amused

1uns an entry in the new pastor's diary, “ by a remarl

made on my first appearance at St. Mery's: “Well, w

bave gob a ploughman for a minister now i””

They very soon discovered, liowever, that his 'blun
ness was aceompanied by = true dignify as well as )
oxceedingly tender heart, Tt had been arranged, not ve
wisely perhaps, that on the Saturdey of his arrival hy
should spend the evening at the house of the deaco
of a neighbouring chureh and one of the sevants of th
religious circle, where a number of young persons w '
oathered fto meet him, While at the repast, some plai
wag referred to in a very obscure part of the missionary
field which no one could name, when the host, glaneir
at the new arrival, wearied with the-journey and pr
ocoupied with the morrow’s work, exclaimed, “ No:

then, a young man fresh from eollege is the very perss
we want to tell us where so and go is” With th
firm voice which, though softened with good-natul
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carried command in 1t, the stranger replied:
45 an old deacon, you shoild kmow better how to
& young minister” The retort gave him at once
ace in the respect of the company, and the intexro-
peeame Ome of his fastegt friends. The other side
& came to light on the Sunday morning, when
urprised his host by egking him how far off the
-« were. He was told they were atsome distanee,
must go to them,” said he. “To-day 2 “Yes,
‘Then,” seid his friend, “if it Taust be so, I
ve to accompany you, for you might loge your
.5d not be in time for the service” On the way,
zplained that a mother who had been In great
oty on account of a son who had enlisted, and whose
was quartered in Norwich, had implored him
+d see the lad. *T promised her” he added,
T would make the visit my first busmess and T
preach in peace till I have dore i” When
el the barracks the object of the search was
en the student addressed the young soldier in
o wise, serious, and touching, that all were
aiid pob least the descon who had caubiously
ied his charge. The ineident became pretty
hefore the afternoon service, and served to

 into the people’s heazts.
veceived with great cordiality, the first
i4. residence were marked Dby considerable
iot. His health was far from being re-
d the suspense in which he had beexn so




SELF.COMMUNINGS.

long held was not perfectly ended. A journal to which
Le had recourse during this period of conflict with a view,
apparently, of imparting order to the confused multitude
of his deliberations, gives some idea of his condition, -

The attempt to pursue study and to meset the weekly
detnand for public instruetion grew formeidable, :

JouornaL—“ May 1833—My feelings in prospect
of regular preaching are at times extremely painful.
‘Were it not for gracious promises I should faint: Ido so
nlmost as [ write ; but depending on Divine aid T would,
be ¢ still purguing,” ™ -

“ 17,—Preparing for Sunday. O my soul! what shall
I do to meet the demands upor me? ‘We have this
treasure in earthen vessels’ Were it not for the pro-
mise of God's help, T would at once retire into ob-
scurity ; but with it I will press on.”

# 23.—(Commenced my preparations for Sunday, hav-
ing completed an attentive perusal of ‘Hall's Reply
to Kinghorn.' Felt so poorly as to apply to & medical
man, who prohibited my preaching on the following
Sunday. Devoted sll the time I could spare from yic-
lent pain to the reading of Greek Testament” :

The formal decision which was to end the perplexity;
that had g0 long assailed him at length came. :

« 31,-The most important day, on many accounts,
in my whole life. Af its commencement I prayed
for divine direction and assistance, and as the. day
drew to a close I felt my mind satisfied that God
would have me aceept the invitation to Norwich, At

SELF-CONSECRATION.

lock I net the deacons at the house. of Mr

ons, and there I formed, at least virtually, a union of
iost soleran and important kind by agreeing to be-
¢ pastor of the chureh of St. Mary's.* MMy friends
sagod themselves very kindly,and after & statement
ny foars and my feelings, dear brother, or rather
“tliar Hawking,j implored the Divine blessing on the
o edings of the evening. And now, O my soul!

&
i oan I do to discharge the duties of that arduous

'. ugh honourable station to which T have been called ?

1 here, and I do hereby, call upon my Heavenly
r to gird me with Almighty power; to fire me
holy zeal, to inspire me with heavenly love, to
ma through all the difficulties and tomptations in-
i to my situation by His own power through faith
salvation. ¢ Without Me, ye can do nothing:” ‘I
io all things through Christ which strengtheneth

Fitherto hath the Lord helped me:’ ¢ The same
day, and to-day, and for gver. "
subject Teours in 2 few days:—
iine 3.1 have been ongaged in writing to the
informing them of my accepance of their invi-
. It was solemn work, I now sustain a new
ost important character. I was a son—a metmber
' church, but now a pastor. What duties does it
¢] What talents and plety are required! What
: nsequences will it entail amidst the develop-

* Sa nemed from the parish,
t The father of the Derhy Tutor.




88 PASTORAL DUTY,

ments of the last day! O my Father and my God
Who iz sufficient for these things?  Cleanse th
thoughts of my heart by the inspiration of Thy Hol
Spirit. Uphold me with Thy free Spirit. Fill my earthe
vessel with heavenly treasure. Let me have grace t
help in time of nesd.”

He was at this anxious period very much snstained by

friends of great intelligence and affection, and by man
signg of the Divine blessing on his ministry ; but the nev
responaibilities pressed heavily upon him, and threw hi
mind in upon itself with serupulous investigation.

« June 7.—Harassed this morning as to the exact
point at which temptation is accompanied hy gin. I

fancied that T had resisted temptation ; but before T-w
waware it had returned and obiained a momentary aseen
ancy. 1 was surprised into 15; but I am afraid to say
so, lest it should be merely a device of the enemy to
Iull me to repose. Search me, O God, and know my
heart, for, alas ! I am unable to comprehend it!”

In somewhat the same spirit:— )

« June 10—1In the evening of this day I ettended the
church meeting for the firsh time in the character of &
pastor. - Verily it was solemn work. I should feel
confident in the communisation of Divine strength weré
1 as watchful and prayerful as I ought to be; bus, alas!
how deceitful is the heart—deceitful above all things,
and mine sbove all others! O Lord, strengthen mjr;
vesolntions. I am afraid to make any more. Still I
venture most earnestly to implore that I may hé’.

PUBLIC RECOGNITION. 89

e ——

ﬁened with all might by the Spirit in my inner

this self-renouncing and prayerful temper he

to find his way into the inner iife of the people,
ing the discovery which young pastors ool make:
rarily one’s Work out of the pulpit is more then that
“yet able o add in the midst of all: “T beg.an

- Jittle again as it was in months past, and with
"and thankful heart prepared for Sunday.” That
eiative preparation is the balm for many a sorrowful

he zsth of July, 1833, came the public reeogr.mi-
4 setting apart of the young pastor. This service
<d at that time the elaborate and solemn character
“yevailed among the old Nonconformists, « Fast-
¢ prayer,” after the earliest examples, had nob
d“to introduce the public exercises, nor had the
ng on of the hands of the presbytery” disappeared
‘g rcertain part of the desigpation prayer. - The
‘of noneonformity were generally reviewed in
Hidourse, a charge given to the pastor in another,
s addressed to the congregation in a third ;
‘ilar interest centering in the angwers, sometimes
ing to an autobiography, given by the young
fay: to questions proposed to him res_specting h%s
experience, his purposes as & pastor, and hig

“the leading doctrines of Christianity. The

‘of the present time i8 either totally to omit

g, or to replace it by a gocial meeting inter-




9 IMPERFECT HEALTH. I

spersed with pleasantry and compliment. The ohi
of St. Mary’s, although accounted in some respects
clusive, considered itself bound up with sister churs
iu the common interests of the kingdom of Christ, .
regarded the appointment of a new pastor as an ey,
‘not only interesting to itself but likely to aff
possibly for many years, the religious life of the city.
scemed to them, therefore, to be simply a duty to in
general sympathy and approval in a solemn asseni
of this description. It proved to be a day of deep

~t0 Christians of other communities. .
of the service,” was the young pastors brief
gratefnl note, ig
felt encouraged by the several indications which f
day supplied that ample opportunities would be affot
me for becoming & good minister of Jesus Christ”
Hig physical power, however, was far from bl
equal to his aspirations, and it was fortunate that
people who had used so much effort to obtain -
proved equally anxious to protect and eherigh |
they had secured. For scme time they would not
him to preach more than once on Sundays and
during the rest of the week; an arrangement ha
been made with the President of Stepney Co]lecre
which the senior students were ellowed by turn
render the requisite aid. Some of these gentle
were 80 much prized by the congregation durmg

STEPNEY STUDENTS.

the pastorate, that one or auother of them
bebly have been chogen for the office, had
il advised that no decision ghould be thought
‘Brother Brock * had been heard; for he,
‘would probably seftle the question. This
conduet, which was only a fair reflection of
f the College brotherhood, was not forgotten
. renewal of their services,
hme the pastor found himself alone, pursning
horions method of preparation, writing his
ns twice over, and spending tha entire work-
wo days in each week on the moraing’s dis-
il which. he was accustomed to say he never
it enabled him not only to test his thonghts
but to speak ‘with order and accuracy when
‘to do so without previous warning. But
s his solicitude as to his work in the
for sorae time still greater as to his duties
-meeting. He had had no previous ex-
conduet of such meetings, and no attempt
de in College to give instruction in the
oni which they should proceed. This was
ived by punctilious persons who raised
tioms to points of form and to pmceedlng,s,
sed to compromise the “faith and orde_r
"He was more discomposed hy those 1n-
would have been if be had been less
ght end had more distinctly known




LITERARY HEARERS:

The support which he received from the more
cated part of his flock was, on the other hand, o
greatest service to him. His openness to receiy

cism has already been noticed ; and finding that Le

among his stated and oecaswnal hearars soma T

considerable literary attainments and powers of t.ho:

he had the good sense to encourage them to con
to hiy stores. Tt was no uncommon thing fo
to receive in the early part of the week g lette
Mr. Wilkin, My, Brewer, Mr, Brightwell, or Mr, ¥
-~ an, expregsing some difference of opimion on
positions, and founding their representations g
original Greek or Hebrew, which they would gu,
Jarge. _

One of these friendly knights rushed into th
more vehemently than the others, and his firg
counter awakened some dread —

“Hs belonged nominally to an Independent c
in the city : but he wae at St. Mary’s always ong
Sunday, and almost always at our service on W
nights. He wag a frequent visitor at my houss
seemed always glad when his visits were returne
conversation was invariably polemical. To ori
discussion was a delight to him. No statement vwi
startling for him, if he thought that it would b
perplex an opponent. Any reference to ccelesi _
thealagical awthority, as authority, he treated wif,
mitigated contempt, Often have I been reminde
In the controversies which have come up in more 1

PROPOSED INSTRUCTION, 03

-.e wos & thorough-going °free-handler’
ings: the forerunner of ‘the advanced
¢ whom we read and hear 5o mnch,
once did I gay to Mr. Alexander thaft I
om infercourse with Mr. Youngman, if T
in my hold on the faith once delivered to
He assured me that when I knew him
4 understand him better; and_ thatl it
th me, as it actually had been W’lth‘ him-
uld come to hold him in aﬁ"e“atmnate
egrees Mr. Alexander’s intimation was
erneath the polemical and the presump-
ed wp a good deal of the evﬂngeh-sal;
then of the spiritual. . . . He perceived
ining my confidence ; and to some ex-
in that direetion, he replied by a
énerous response, * ¥s3; he would give
on for which I had asked him: but he
hich he would take care to do with-
-delay. 1
. Ehe information came ; and with it
should write and send me a short
gek on some of the deeper points of
th. He thought that the study of
wld interest me : and he also thought
discussion on the guestions which
sntribute to my improvement &8 an
preacher of God’s Word.” .
t to the memory of this unusual




04 MR YOUNGMAN.

man if the chief part of the letter to Which this pessag
refers be here given :

Mz. Youneymax vo Mz, BROCE.

“ Now, 18, 1834,—1 have to endeavour to do
good—a delightful prospect to my mind from the p
sure of the attempt, from the hope of success, and f
the certainty of myself obtaining benefit. Your git
tinn is ene of great promise of usefulness such as f
to jugtify the disadvantage you incurred by Iles
Stepney prematurely, but it is one of labour and difficui!
and no small danger ; and what I should sim at tow
you would be to inspire you with a spirit of cantion,.
if possible to impress you with the lessons of experi
ence, In the meantime I will just advert to that los
time whick you so much lament in your early hist
- Probably, eonsidering the whole of your character
oireumstances, this may not he so great a loss as |
are apt to imagine. Some minds require a tender
ture and need to he warmed inbo activity; others dem
a rugged discipline and some early frosts to prevent
Tuxuriant a growth ; and He who fits His instrum
for the purpose to which He destines them has doubt
been forming you for the station in which you:
placed. Still there is of necessity much left to be
plied by your own exertions; and I feel confiden
offering you a piece of advice which is, T think, w
of being written indelibly on your heart. '

“ Let one courge of study run through all your ofﬁ_'

CORRESPONDENCE, : 95

= this it¢ beginning to its last hour of intel_lslsc:~
sxistence, viz: The systematic study of the SCI‘lI;)-
the Old Testament in the Hebrew with the aid
Septuagint: the New of the Greek with that of
Vulgate. However small and slow your pro:gresa_s,
'.}mﬂy and daily persevere ; the difficulties will di-
h 0 you, and the rewards will multiply upon you.
dvantage of this course will be first the dwecé,.m
hing you with such a knowledge of thel %cnp—
as shall fit you for the work of the ID.lnlS‘bI‘y‘ ;
scondly the collateral, for it iz impossible to gail
‘wuch a stream without being compelled fo ex-
ﬂm country on all sides as you pass along. Such
tinued study of the Scriptures will bring hefore
from time te time, every question of philology,
ies, history, geography, chronelogy, natural and
hilosophy, and in fact all gubjects which can
‘the mind, and you will not have to geek affer

& a desultory manner, bab they will open them-
i% & connected series, supporting and illustrating
her, leaving you the chance of pursuing each
just a8 far as.your occasion may reqyﬁre‘. I.f:
 study—the study of the Seriptures—in their

: in their history, and (which is the snm of all)
'interpretetion. All terminates in this. ~ All

dfis profess to submit to the authority of Scrip-
they may be none the nearer to each cther or to

K:  The Seriptures are neither more nor less to
what -the interpretation makes them, and
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Lerein, thereforc, lie involved all theological diffien]
and all at last comes to this, that every man’s ky
ledge is just what his own labours and the blessin;
‘God do for him. Hence, whilst our knowledge may
perpetnally approximating to the truth, it must ¢
be imperfect and fallible, and henee, too, tha ¢
unabating labour to ourselves, and universal tolera,
towards our fellow-lahourers,

“There is a paper of Baxter'’s, I believe, &t the ck
of his history of his life, in which, summing w
regults of his experience, he says he had learned to A
difarant iruths with difforent degrees of conviction, a
ing to the force of their evidence. This appaars b
one of the moet important principles ever given b
unipspired man, and the only firm anchor for an a)
and inquiring spirit. For every day’s experience &
us that if we think ourselves compelled to hold
religious truth at all times with the same grasp;
13 great danger that if we come to smapect or to b
vinced of the falsehodd of any one, even the k
them, we shall feel tempted to give up others wit
or perhaps make shipwreek of the whole. . . .
to repeat my wish for an epportunity of conferr
- you personally, as I have a few things to say:
cannot well be written.”

The reminiscences again proceed :

“I confess that the proposal disquisted me, and
nearly cowardly and unwise enough to dech
However, on maturer consideration, I acceple

GRATEFUL ACERNOWLEDGCMENT. or

unigman’s proposal, and no time was lost in earrying
o full effect. Nothing came amiss to my friend as
ject for a paper, The more horetical or the mare
se the subject, the better was he pleased ; and the
difficalt the subsequent diseussion, the greater
is delight. Sorely was I put to it often. Every
nd then [ felt humbled by my lack of requisite
rimation, and by my manifold deficiencies in intel-
| discipline end power. But the whole thing
ed to be capital schooling for me, in many ways,
gratefully aclmowledge to-day my great obliga-
o Mr. Youngman, He indoctrinated me with
iousness against prejudice and prepossession, which
been Invaluable to me ever since. He originated
Bahit of thinking freely and broadly, in regard to
jeveral declarations and disclosures of the Divine
I thanle God for M. Youngman as for another
‘What I owed to him all thr ngh my forty years
inistry I shell never know.”#
st year of the Norwich ministry was one of
sss and enjoyment, With access to the fine
.of the Literary Imstitution, the stimulating
- of intelligent men, the conseious increase of
dge, and the weekly assemblies of expectant and
1l peopls, crowned by undoubted evidences of
pQunnrr of the Holy Spirit's influences upon hig
atmns, the young pastor, though never without
, Tejoiced as 4 strong man to run a race,

* Note B.
G
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Scarcely, however, had the congregation celebrated vt and foebl _y
history of that year in a form of social fellowship whi ° ol daJ; d:eb e{:leas;;r L?’ if I could not preach,
was quite new to if, and not, ab that period, very fa §eone ub retite lrom my post? GCreatly
lisr to any of our congregations, than symptoms I exercised ; especially as a second medical Tazn,
failing hezlth reappeared. Kvery now and then f_had ;een EEOEEUItEd ‘about my health officially,
sudden affection of the throat stopped him on. th huzc(;_;t?s a z'Sl.]lJ.‘.f;enn‘g from pulmonary disease,
threshold of the pulpit, or prevented him, affe = .a, - h(': hy IB(]}J ed tc! recomn:}end me to ‘?he
accomplishing the morning’s service, from returnin a2 Wlh wie ad desired to [msure my life,
in the afternoon. At one time a minister would I‘tt ose cll‘tzlun;stances my T‘fﬂlgnﬂtlfﬂ of the
found opportunely in the congregation, and at anothe; raie sppeared Lo me _FO be H_“PBI'MW‘?- The
the whole service would be resclved into a pray Iﬁ-sﬁl a‘?l.;ﬁg become fupossible, nothing remained bt
meeting. The people showed their accustomed go It @0 fce _Sho:slldthhe g1ven up. I' conveyed this
feeling, but it was obvious thaf the matter requir proson 0 n,lme o the deacons, assuring them of my

attention. The physician whe was consulted preserib belisf that . . .
» soontiy silence, and during that time seversl famil . b my resignation would be exceedingly
ature; at any rate, they would be no parties to it

who resided in pleasant sifuations in the neighbo_ﬁ déma time vet. If b )
hood, entertained and did their uttermost to cheer an idable thgy ) ulé)[ tykaalib:y , 1 Ehould become
: : ) WO aze 1f into their consider
restora him, a-
for th i :

“The month,” he says, “ passed pleasantly enough, a ?;‘0 ;sfreselnt; }l]:};zyfhaddsiz the;}x; minds upon
Iseemed to be considerably better, so that I ventur "'&infrb tor m . foun 'at ey had. been
to occupy the pulpit and conduct the entire servi ; ?ny seek}irnwa tiiﬂ;‘?u %I ax;tlndeMte lfﬂrloﬁ m
by myself. It was a time of much comfort and congz ire, Th Qha a enefit of my native ELII‘ mn
tulation. 'We were all happy together. But scarce There W’as i oy . consulted t_he church withal,

- was the service over before the symptoms of mischi b0 vead a,:: du;j:;;;tl:uﬁdres;_lu’gon of the church,
returned upon me, in troublesome cough and incip - distinetly d stand. No ocumeant Wag ever
sore throat. The doctor came, and after careful exam ol de lirr dmr}?l’ or more lovingly expressed.
nation of the cage renewed his direction to me nof; ation tﬁ . ¢ 1 ' e‘t:c:c.eamty for this temporary

: 5 Sulth; ey all united in urging me to consent to
fiial?;h T hzljl[ aizegsm:‘::sﬁ;);czmafﬁismnzh .:: }}119 nd they all expressed their l;mpﬂ that, as the con-
= . ’ yow 8% 0L P noe of it, I should be recovered and restored to
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health. ©On consideration, I deemed it xight to ax
myse]f of the proferred kindness; trusting that tl
Head of the Church would overrule this unexpecte
and undesired episode to the greater glory of His nam
.On the 11th of April I lett Norwich.” '

«Tp those familiar days,” says the Rev. A, Reed
the reminiscences of Norwich and its affairs, by whid
this narration will presently be enlivened, “when tt
pastor went to London or returned from if, 1t w
usnal for a large part of his congregation to co
to the coach to bid him welcome or farewell
have seen the road quite filled with friends, ;
when Broek or Alexander started or returned, crowds
round with salutations, and often with small bagket;
provisions, or rugs and wrappings for the journey. @
one such occasion I remember Mr. Brock was go
off to London; the coach was just starting ; Lawes, 3
coachman, had gathered up the reins; the horses pransed:
and showed a frisky disposition, when a very attach
old lady-member of St. Mary's becoming alarmed;
claimed: “Drive well, Mr. Lawes, for my bles
minister is behind you!”

@hapter Sebentd,

1 Were all ihe yeare.one constant sunshine, woe
Ahould have no flowera ;
411 would be drought and lennness ; not a tree
Would make us bowers."

—Heary Voughait.
demonstrations made on this occasion, though
ssive of strong affection, did not avail to disperse

gidness with which the pastor tore himself from: bis
The brief entries in the Jowrnal, which help
trace his journey, indicate a heart oppressed, but
s on the point of overflowing with gratitude to

GURNAL: April 11, 1834.~—Departed from Norwich
uch, very much strong feeling. Ride to London
pleasant one; day cold; company indifferent. .
‘my good friend Kitson waiting for me af the
from whom and his family I received every mark
tionate respeck,

% to 19th—Visiting various friends in the Metro-
and its vicinity. How to feel aright, much less
ta express myself aright, I know not ab receiving
jich kindness from some of the most excellent

edrth, Rich and poor are alike: to the luxuries
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of the one and the mere necessaries of the other I:
bid welcome, Truly the Lord hath dome greab thingg
* for me, whereof I am glad—at home & people eflectig
abe, numeroug and happy; abroad a cirele of friendy
large and unwavering in thei_r aftachment. Twel
months have elapsed since I saw ther, and many
felt disappointed as to Maze Pond; yet on revisitis
them, parents and childven, servants and aﬂ,_seemed__
vie with each other in expressing zll that was encourag
ing and all that was kind.

“T heard of several instances of unsefulness from
services at Maze Pond : two instances of conversion:
one family, a deughter and a mud-servant, the ¢
referring to a sermon from *Thou God seest me,’ {
atter to another from * As Moses lifted up the serpen
O Lord! what am I? If ever I felt my insignifican
and unworthiness it has been when I have contrast
what God has done for me and what man hasg dong:
me, with my own sinfulness and guilt. The cnly thin
that parallels my mereies are my sins.  ‘ God’s ways )
not our ways, neither are His thoughts our thouglit
or I should have been desplsed and rejected of me
deservedly, and long ago.”

On the 21st he left London for Exeter, and thén
proceeded to Barnstaple, whers he spent a week
his mother to their mutual delight, but with no’
provement in his health.

“ May 1st.—Went alone to Lynten. There I.h
enjoyed the wonders and beauties of creation per:
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‘vividly than I have ever done bsfore. Truly “in
t gilence of the soul,’ espeeially in such a situa-
‘one’s best feelings are in exzercise. Still must T
d my proneness, a8 even there developed, to forget

th—Perambulated Torquay, and felt that God
very kind to me In giving me all things so richly
enjoy. Learned to-day that my brother Sprigg, of
ich, was in the town with his invalid wife; looked
him, and to my great delight dizcovered him resid-
with a family, info which I was at once bade
ily welcome. I had naver seen either of my hospit-
worthy frisnds before, yet I obtained a great share
eir kindness.
ath and 13th—Here T trust my soul has got much
and among cther things for which I must re-
special thanks, is my aequainiance with Mr. and
‘Rouse, May the Lord bless them abundantly !
-the hospitable mangion of my dear friends,
v fly to Totness, and thence by coach to Ply-
: Here 1 had the gratification of meeting the
- Deven and Cornwall Baptist Association.” I
dly invited to be present at all their meetings,
were upon the whole interesting. Several friends
narents were present, and for their sakes treated
th great kindness: thus still more cause for
ful joy. Here I am beloved for my parents’ sakes,
ér my work's sake, and in another place for my
sake, In all I trace the goodness of God, but
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for which T had not kad such parents, neither had been
counted faithfal to be put into the ministry.
“18¢h—On reaching Plymouth I was very courteously
and heartily invited to take xoy abode at Mr. Holmden’s
This T did, and right glad am I that I did More
genuine unaffected Christian kindness I never recetved
O my soul! What art thou made of, not to be over:
whelmed with the goodness of God in raising up fo
thee such kind friends? T much question whether anj
young man has ever received from so large a cirals
of Christian friends such affectionate respect: I recel
nothing else wherever T go. Wonld that there was £
corresponding—a uniformly eorr esponding—feeling an
expression of gratitude to Him to whom I owe it
Never, I think, never have I felt so muchk my own
ignorance and general incapacity for the sibuation whic
I oceupy as of late. Oh that the Lord would guide m;
ways and make me more constantly to coneeive of m
sufficiency being only of God! Gladly would I retire
gome remote, insignificant station; and were 1 to ¢
gult my inclinations, I belisve I should propose doin
s0,—but I think God means me to sbey with my &
friends at Norwich.” '
REMINISCENCES.— With my deacons and member
kept up:a general correspondence, communicating -
them the state of my health from time to time,
gommunications had not been satisfactory to them
found ; for on the 17th a letter reached me from
deacons earnestly desiring me to seek the advice of :

FHE CHURCH'S CARE, 10§

t eminent physician within my reach, and to let
sm know the result, Dr. Cookworthy was aceord-
conzulted ; & man whom I came to hold In great
sm hoth professionally and persenally.  After
ral interviews he prescribed a certain course of
¢ment, and said thet three months more must elapse
re L ventured to resume my work in Norwich. I at

' conveyed his decision to the deacons; they con-
it to the church, and the issue was a resolution
siring me to take the three months without any hesi-
and to mecept a present of fifty pounds for the

al of unavoidable expenses, I was exceedingly
ried by such timely and gemerous kindness,
ing that should I ultimately get back to my
2] and ministerial duties I would give to
hurch and congregation proof of my grateful

s did not comprise all the tokens of affection
his people gave to him, for they commissioned
the deacons to proceed in their name to Ply-
to see both the patient and his medical adviser,
ascertain that nothing was left undone to pre-
he life they so much valued. The blographer,
fpened to be gpending a college recess with some
%, in that beautiful neighbourhood, at the time
Mr., Jeremiah Colman sairived, cannot rcfrain
ing testimony to the tenderness with which he

red his duties. The solicitude of which he was
apresentative, seemed eontinually to veil his kindly -
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face, and to he proof even against the mirthiul sall;
which indicated his minister's returning tide of heal
He was, however, greatly comforted before he departe
and carried home, with something like triumph, {
assurance that all wonld be well at the expiration of ﬁhe
three months,

That, prospect wag soon afterwards rendered even me
bright by an incident of grest interest to the people
well as to their minister. His age, his temperame
end his extending duties had made his seftlement:
domestic life an objeet of general desire. The subje
thoughts and prayers, and when the time came th
these should be realised, his steps were directed as b
the finger of an angel. _

There had been at Shortwood, in Gloucestershi
ever gince the days of Mr. Winterbotham, the mi
famous of its pastors, a congregation which inclnded:
unnsual number of well-educated and pious familie
and one of Mr, Brock's Plymouth friends who hy
married a lady of that flock, proposed that he shéy
aceompany him on a visit to a place which he foreto
would prove not less charming for its society tha
its fine scensry, The invitation was accepied an
prediction more than fulfilled. '

« Pensile House,”—the home of Mrs. Bliss and
three unmarried danghters,—he afterwards wrote, “;
beautifully situated; its garden was capacious.
picturesque ; the foliage of the woods was in full
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on, and the surrounding country aboanded in pros-
ots whose beauty cowld nowhere be surpassed, In
egard o the manners and customs of the house T goon
d eause for the highest admiration. Happy, thought
ill any man be whose futurs wife has been nurtured
such a home!” It was not surprising that he should
d: “The thought -vecurred to me that I had been
ught hither to find a wife. For a long time I had
maling my prayers to the Lord that He would
ide me in this great matter of my life, My witness
heaven that T had not failed to invoke that Divine
dom which is profitable fo direct )”

duced he could say: “ Nowhere else had I fallen
ith 8o many young ladies of mmy own age, and of
ts and tastes so much in harmony with mine,” he
4 his choice, at the end of the first weel, centre in
. Blisg ; .and favoured by circumstances peculiarly
pitious for the prosecution of her acquaintance, be-
the second week had closed he had obtained her
and her mother's comsent to their marriage. The
6 Wwas immediately snnounced to the other two
s of his affoction,—his mother and his church.
ere delighted ; letter after letter coming from his
declaring that they found ample compensation
his long absence in the prospect of his bringing
bride,
ay be as well to anticipate the later part of the
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history by saying here that the hopes thus cherish;
were by God’s goodness realised to the full

“From the first day of her acquaintance with ¢
church,” he wrote to his eldest deughfer, * your moth
was treated with singular kindness, and held in hig
respect ; and never was the kindness diminished or ¢
respect withdrawn, In due time one duty after anoth
was undertaken, and well do I remeraber my admiration
of the way in which your mother discharged those
them which fell more immediately to her lot. H
young women's Bible-class was one of the largest and th
hest condueted that I have ever known; and her dom
ciliary visitation on behalf of the ¢ Sociefy for the Reli
of the Sick and Poor, brought her into general repu
She obtruded herself mowhere, but she was welco
everywhere. Hoer voice was not always heard pither.
regard to the affairs of the church or to affairs outsid
but her influenee was felt, and proposals were deemi
in the fair way of being adopted if they were known’
have obtained her sanction and sympathy.”

All this is fully confirmed by Mr. Reed :—

« Mrs. Brock was greatly esteemed. Naturally qui
and retiring, she never did harm or caused distress, 15
sustained her hushand nobly in all his work, Whi
as often happened, his sensitive temperament was ov
excited, or he was overtaken by reactions of deap
ency, and would say, ‘ My dear, T am wretched, L g
such a poor empty thing, I mwust give it up; I can
enter the pulpit again, —then her placid serens pie

Tog

igour and hope. She was an excellent housewife,
gpared him all cares of that nature, while her quiet
hgwus influence went almost as far ag his own upon
¢ matrons and young people of the fiock. She was
ovely in. her life] and he knew how-to praise her
orthily and to sorrow for her tenderly. He lad
h of the ehivalrous and heroic about him.”
he reader by this time will be able to understand
much Mr. Brock needed and how well he could
reciate the- influences of such a home as he had
ow found. His leisure was more carefully guarded;
engagements were better arranged; and his way
an intimate knowledge of his people became more
tactunlly opened. His impulsive purposes were held
‘abeyance, and his somewhat absolute judgments
ified, often by little more than & moment’s silence
the quiet mantion of some overlocked consideration.
There was, however, no diminution of publie labours
duced by this gentle gusrdianship. “Hie health,”
evoted wife writes in a private record of her own
sings, about & year after the marriage, “is at present
> good ; but he works so hard thaf it must of neces-
xhaust his constitution earlier than a less active
jer would do; and though I never forget this, 1
not urge him to give up any of his plans of useful-
Yesh instead of being a help I should prove a hin-
nce to him in his arduous labours.”
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Thus strengthened Mr. Brock hegan to extend .
influence beyond his own congregation, and to che
the minisbers in the villages and smaller towns of Fa
Anglia,

It was as much with a view to their henefit as.
that of the missionary enterprise that he organised :
annual visitation of the neighbouring churches in ]
name of the Baptist Missionary Society. He found
committee for this parpose in operation, so that his off
to take the labour upon himself was very willing]
accepted by the ehurches in Norwich and through
Norfolk, The plan which he propesed, and for msn
years pursued, was to secure the services of two men
mark, one of them, if possible, being a missionary, wh
were requested to repair to Lynn, where they were m
by himself and some other minister of the city, an

county uniil they reached Norwich about noon
Saturday, Having there preached on Sunday, ar
attended a public meeting on Monday, they issued for
on a second week’s tour among the remaining chure
terminating at Diss, and thence departing by concl
their several home duties on the following Sundsy.
Arducus as this work often proved to be, it was,
difficult for Mr, Brock to induce his frlends to join
in 36, He was personally so popular among the conn
churches that the strangers were heartily welcomed,
his sake, and the tone and spirit of the successive de
tations had, in the course of time, produced so dee]

EXTENDING INFILUENCE.

ous Jmpressmn—often leading o individual eon-
g and general revival —that the. wyisit was
ded in many of those quiet places as the great
. of the year. The public means of locomotion
t that time so inconvenient and uncertain that
ade the party independent of them altogether by
'D an open carriage accommadating four persons,
J» he took care to have horsed in the beab possible
The owners knew that, ag he never resigned the
o another, and was sure fo visit the stable af
to see that justice had been done, they might
ntrust him with their cholcest stesds, Some of
al fathers did sometimes intimate that it was
becoming in the representatives of liumble mis-
g to dash in such fashion over their echoing
but he would soothe their honest scruples by
ing them that he was bound by Divine law to
zcifal,” dnd that he could not be so, considering
& had to carry, unless he drove one of the best
n the county. “ Those drives,” he used to say,
my brethren all around me, were some of the -
test things of my Life. The visit was an annual

o us all.”
f course, was nob long in mingling with his
riching his heart and giving additional discrimi-
d tenderness to hisministry. He records how
1ds Whlch overcast the opening of cne year grew

I~_T_AL i January 1837 —This month has been dis-
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tingnished by great depression of spirits,occasioned by

weather and circumstances which the weather produ;
The great event of the month, however, has been }
Youngman’s death and faneral. Poor Youngman !
gorl loved him! He often instructed me ; often hel
me; gometimes comforted me, I visited him o
bed of languishing, ascertaining to my intense satis
tion that he was “looking unto Jesus’ and finding
in his soul, No heresy or heterodoxy now ! '
' # Nothing in my hande I bring,
Qnly to Thy cross I cling.”

So he sang as his end was drawing near. Jusb be
it wag actually reached he seid to me, “'We have tal
of many things, some of them very strange and
startling for Christian men to have talked about,
the only thing which interests or concerns me no
this: ‘It is a faithfnl saying that Jesus Christ ¢
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am cb
How glad that avowal made me! Wide as had b
the circumference of my filend’s thinking and th
ing, its centre had been the cross of Christ, I feé}
loss very deeply. God bless the fatherless an
widow!”

‘While yet saddened by the close of this remark
friendship, he was called fo a scene of similar '_
plexion. -

“ January 30th.—Sent for to Mr. Norton's, wh
believed to be dying. Went notwithstanding
arrangements were disarranged; and truly, fro
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e of my armival to that of my departure on the
nd day after, I never spent a mors interesting
on. In the midst of exireme pain he was happy,
bore joyful testimony to the supports of the Gospel.
‘soene did me good of the best kind.
175,73» —Went to Beckenham to the fumeral of My,
. On my arrival found s large number of the
'hbuunug farmers and gentleme:m of whom, T feared
; many knew liftle of Christ, 'With this feeling I
t with them to the grave, where I attempted to
ob them to the Cross. The Lord sanctify the appeal !
Sunday, 194 — In the afternoon and evening
ched to very attentive congregations, The Lord
ood to me as usual. The congregations each time
uded the gentlemen above reforred to; and again
¥, God be merciful to them and bless them ! ”
1g previous autumn had been signalised by the
of bis first-born, in whom the spark of 1ifs at first
¢d so faintly that all the aunthorities in the
ous home thought that it could not retain its hold.
*said the father, in a letter written long after-
to the boy, “I sought Divine interposition in the
nity, and thanks be unto Ged, my joy at your
born into the world wag not the joy of an hour or
4y, but the joy of years and years until now!”
. Brock had been sustained at this season of
tic interest by the presence of her mother; but
on after her return home, gave signs of declin-
alth, which, es the summer advanced, hecame
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alarming, and her daughter hastened te her side. T
announcement of the intended journey was made i
ietter marked by much tenderness, and full of conside
tions fitted to cheer a soul tending to sadness, :

Me. Brock 170 Mrs. BLISS.

« July 24, 1837—Much as I shall mourn my Ma,"
absenes from me, yet most cheerfully do I send ]
to you, with the earnest hope that you may be co
forted and cheered by her presence. She will tell ¥
of our Heavenly Father's kindness in days past; '
will remind you of the grace which He has alw.
afforded to you when affliction has been your pom
she will assure you that we shall soon be Te- -united
the paradise of God. My prayers shall follow her t
she may be a messenger of merey to you dally,
aouree of comfort to every one.

«Whab reason, my dear mother, have you for be
resigned ! Tixst of all, you have a good hope throi
grace that your sins are forgiven, that you are a06g]
in the Beloved, and that & departure hence will be
entrance into everlasting bliss. You have, I doubt;

- been thinking of heaven; but it will bear think
again and again, snd the more you think of it the m
tranguil and bappy will you be. Are you drawit,
to perfect knowledge, to perféct holiness, to perfect:
unending joy? Are you soon to be with your Saviot
swith Him who wept over J ermgalem, and who ghe
~ precious hlood for our salvation? Are you about to
H.‘LII]. face to face, to behold His glory, to hear His
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t4 tenderness welcoming you to Iis heart? Then
you may be happy—you are happy! Yes; for
or one may dread the act of dying, and however,
at dread, we may lose the joy of anticipating
n, yeb there are considerations by which even the
of dying may be mightily alleviated if not re-
ed. Wil He who has been kind to you through-
fe forsake you then? Will He who in six
bles, yea, in seven, hath borne you through,
3 forsake you in that extremity? Is it like
ig it like Christ to forgake you at such a

nt? With our emergeney His atfention to us
e, and s our day so is the strength which He
d’s Blessed sympathising Saviour! Thou never
i Thy belisving ones, and therefore Thou wilt not
mother when she-walketh through the valley
shadow of death. Not Thou, adored be Thy
With more of tenderness than the tenderest
Thon wilt pour consolation into her heart when
art and her flesh shall fail! Wherefore ha pre-
pon to trust, and not be afraid, even of the act
‘The eternal God iz thy refuge, and under-

ce are the everlasting azms.” Good-bye, beloved
ood-bye, Your being the parent of my preecious

ur kindness in-giving her to me-—your kind-
gince T have known you—all rush in upon

t the present moment, I will think of you—I

fo’;- you—1 will do and think everything in proof

our faithfully attached and affectionate son.”
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The anticipations of this letter wers realised in a.
weeks afterwards. Mrs. Bliss departed suddenly
tranquilly. Without having disturbed any one ne;
her, it wae found, onme morping, that she had fall
* gsleep in Jesus. Mr. Brock had the highest regard an
love for her, and in writng to his son observed, © Pur
and undefiled religion was the chosen safeguard an
ornament of your mother's home ab Pensile.” '

The eongregation had now obtained a large infusi
of fresh life, and some of the younger men propose
enlargement of the chapel; bub their elders were go mi)
attached to the neat and tasbeful Jittle edifice, exect
ander the eye of their foxmer pastor that fhey w
not entertain the proposal, and their minister was
+wise to preeipitate what was sure to come of its-
acoord in a little while. He succeeded ab once, h
ever, in having an evening gubstituted for an aftern
service, There were good arguments on both sid:
that question, but the change was followed by g0 m
interesting results that every one was eventually ¢
fed. An sudience of a more miscellancous kind
obtained, and the ministry insensibly assumed & ]
varied character. Subjects arising out of COMmMOt
or relating to public questions and prevalent gocial
cugsions, were handled in a manner palenlated to in
the most careless persons, and to win their confiden:
religious teachers. He andeavoured not to assum
much acguaintance with the Bible on the part of
bearers, hut never on & single occasion did he
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“ifhem distinctly understand that Lis object was to
hem ab the cross of Christ. “ The force and ten-
ionsness of his addresses, with his straightforward -

er,” says one who kmew him well ot this time,
aced o great fmpression on men of emergy and
ht, and many of the leading citizens of the old
ivare made to tremhle, like Felix, and to rally

him. I have heard many say,‘ He compels us
en and think, for he speaks as if he meant it.””

| character of these discourses may be very well
eted from the condensed form in which a series of
f them appeared in a little book, published ano-
usly through the Religious Tract Society, called
arnal Appeals to Young Men,” That these were
piated by different minds fo those for which they
intended, the reader will be interested in learning
the following friendly acknowledgment from Dr.

, then Bishop of Norwich :—

: ¢ PanaCE, NoRwicH, January 15, 1840
35 Sie—I fecl much obliged by your excellent
ork addressed to young men. I have read the
with much interest, but more particularly the
ng chapter on Scepticism, which is drawn up with
nd originality well adapted to make the de-
ipression. I should add that some others who
sad it have Dbeen equally pleased.—I remain,

E. NoRWICH.

7. Brack, 8t George's.”




ENCOURAGEMENTS,

Cratifying as it must have been to the anthor f
have the argumentative part of his first literary attemij
colfirmed by so competent a judge, still more weleor‘ﬁ_’
wera occasional announcements, such as the one whie
follows, that his highest object had, by God’s graec
been gained. “ Some months ago,” wrote a young mg
to him on November 28, 1840, “ & friend of mine ve
kindly.lent me & littls book, entitled ‘ Fraternai Ap
peals to Young Men,’ of which I believe you are tk
author. I promised to pernse it more with the view
finding fault than of benefiing my soul; bub L wy
so struck with the vivid picture you have drawn of thi
way in which many spend their days, aud the awh
consequences of persisting in such a course of life, th
it led me (where I am sorry to admit T was seldom

never found) to the footsiool of the Most High; an
record it with joy that 1 believe I have now an interes
in the blood of Christ. And as you have been th
instrument in God's hands to convince me of m
sinfulness and In leading me to the only Refuge fo
sinners, Jesus Christ the righteons, I shall ever gra
fully remember you, and pray that you may be P
served and stimulated to fresh exertions™

Chapter Eighth,

¢ YWhen formen watch their tents by night,
And mista hang wide o'er moor end fall,
Spirit of sounsel and of might,

Their pastoral warfere guide Thow well !
—&eble.

‘of the readers of this Memoir will be aware that
Robert Hall published his work om * Terms of
innion,” he met ng despicable opponent in his
‘and former pupil, Joseph Kinghorn,
Hall, with a special view to the churches of his
nomination, assailed the general practice in
endom of making haptism a pre-requisite to
ipation of the Lord’s Supper, and in doing so
yp the position *that no man or set of men are
tled: to prescribe as an indispensable condition of
nion what the New Testament has not enjoined
goindition of salvation.” To this Mr, Kinghorn
¢d, that while no human authority was-entitled.
ribe terms of communion to the Church of
tﬁ'era wag in the prevalent practice no deviation
divine commandments. '
:#itroversy thus opened spread in 2 fairly cour-
iiit over several yesrs, and then ended with due
ion of the genius of the one combatant and the
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close logic of the other, but without visible chang
popular practice—the Eastern and Western, toge
with nearly all Protestant Churches, continuing
maintain what i3 ealled “strict communion:” tha
to insist on what each considers to be baptism ag
initiatory step to membership, A very large numj
of individuals, however, in all communions, and ;
increasing number of churches included in the Baptis
denomination, hold with Mr. Hall that nothing may
demanded for membership in a Christian church-
the character of a Christian. These do not, and h
no reason to, impute to others a less catholie spirit t'
their own, but they consider that their practice i
more faithfzl expression of that spirit, and abow
the only one in harmony with the general princip
the Apostolic ingtructions,

Such, at all events, wag Mr. Brock’s convieti
after very full consideration, from the beginnin,
the close of his public life. When invited, therafo
undertale the charge of a congregation whick had
enjoyed the ministry and still profoundly venerate
character of Mr. Kinghorn, he naturally expresser
fear that hig views on that subject would render
unsuited to the pesition. The Church considered,
o‘b‘]ectmn but overruled it: regquiring simply tha
should do and say nothing to effect an alteratic
the existing order; and to that condition it was per
not surprising that he, in his ardour and inexperf
agreed. DBut it was an agreement full of perils; f

DISQUIETUDE,

srwards said, “Who was to decide, on the one
hat was meant by disturbing the order of the
and who could undertake, on the other, not to
nd act so as that the order would not be dis-
wis nobt long before the inconvenience and im-
ability of the compact was felt to a very painful
' v both parties. Below the gladsome notes of
oiving for the general progress of the congrega-
e ran the decp hass of suspiclon and imputa-
hich became at last so embarrassing that Mr.
fesolved at all hazards to obtain release from a
which had been as unwisely exacted as it
unwisely given. He therefore, in the fifth
his pastorate, resigned his office abseolutely.
not intimated any conditions under which,
hould be again offered, he would accept it
ber full discussion, it was offered and ulti-
coepted’ free from any engagement but the
a ona thai he would not admit persons to the
on or membership of the Church without the
of the Church itself. His teaching was thus
hat was to be done with those who did not

to be their duty to be baptized in the sense

the Church undemsfood baptism, hut who

ng to sever themselves from the ministry

en blessed to their conversion and growth
These he invited to 2 commemorative ser-
rstated intervals in his own house. After




PEACE RESTORED. [1838s

the lapse of about five years, increasing numbers Ied.'_"_
the removal of this little company te the chapel, wher
it met at distinet times from the stated monthly cel
bration, This was done with the consent of t

Church; but some of the trustees having abjected to-

on the gronnd of its inconsistency with the terms:

the deed under which they held the property, a ca
was submitted to eminent legal counsel for an opinig
and that opinion pronounecing the practice to be:

harmony with the trust, the sgitation was arvesté
and peace regained the ascendancy.®

During the progress of a controversy which e
sioned him extreme anxiety, and demarnded gre
patience and self-control, Mr. Brock received a ve
pressing request to undertake the charge of anoth
church. Two similar propositions bad previously be
made to him—the first, to succeed Dr. Prics at Devo
shive Square, London, and the second, to becor
secretary of the Daptist Missionary Society in %
room of the Rev. John Dyer; but while each of the
had it attractions and received serious eonsidera
the third—a call to the pulpit at Broadmead, Bristol
coming as it did at a time when the communion g
tion had cast its shadows eminously over his path,

* The question, however, was re.opansd during the ministry o
Brock’s successor, the Rev. George Gould, who with greal labou
ability eonducted o protracted guit in Chancery to the same soncli
adding to that public serviee the editing aud publication of al

pleadings in the case. ¢ 8t. Mary’s Norwich Chapel Case’ Ne
Jominh Fletsher. 1860, Pp. 324
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n him great “searchings of hesrt.” Buot these
ifculties turned the seale against his Temoval.
ald not bear the thought of deserting thoss who

of his convictions and had sustained him by
dvice and sympathy. He stood firm against the
5 ‘with which the suit was prosecuted, and gave
If with redoubled ¢nergy to the work before him.
ste had been mno interrupbion, however, all this

‘the substantial unity of the congregation, nor
lessing which had been granted to the ministry.
ect of enlerging the chapel was carried into
nd in accordance with an admirable plan it was

o accommodate double the previous mamber

sacrificing the symmetry which was supposed

‘belenged to its original form. The step was

ndicated by a commensurate congregation, and

- reason for regret which remained was that the

had not been earlier accomplished.

1d of exertion beyond the limits of his con-

-goon presented itgelf to Mr, Brock in an
ed quarter, The great struggle for the aboli-
Vest Indian slavery, whick had educated more
‘generation of young men for public action,
ving come to an apparent close was re-opened
p final contest, «From the 1st day of Augnst
says the review of the circumstances which
the Reminiscences, “liberty was declared

- our Wast Indian Colonies; but it - was
 rather than present liberty. A scheme of
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apprenticement had been devised, according to w

the slaves were to be reckoned and dealt with as &
vants under bond to their masters for a given peri
Laws were enacted and organisations institubed for t

working of the apprenticeship, in accordance With
righteousness and fairness to all who were conceried

But the discovery was presently made that the appre

tices were no better off than when they had been slaveg

The old temper of tyranny, which had distinguish
the planters for generations, was distinguishing th
still It seemed, indeed, as if their tyranny was ex
perated by the fact that freedom, though postpon
had been authoritatively and definitively decreed, -
any rate, they behaved themselves tyrannically, sett
at defiance the plainest requirements of the apprenti

ship law, and repeating, if not surpassing, the crueltie

and inhumenities which that law expressly proser:
The cry was raised, in the colonies and at home, for .
repeal of the law, and for the enactment forthwith
freedom, unconditionally and out and ouf. Now o
a struggle as for life and death. By the planters
course, unconditional freedom was laughed to seo
by politielans of the several schools it was maintain
that the apprenticeship scheme should have fair "
and be let alone; hy fashionable society it was said t
but for the fanatmism of the missionaries, noth
would have been kmown or heaxd of the go-call
cruelty or inhumanity ; and by Parliament itself:
oreatest unwillingness was shown to discuss the s

FINAL STRUGGLE.

wwith a view to the demanded changg. The old
slavery folk were xecalled to the couticil chamber
e feld of action. I had been welcomed to their

by Joseph John Gurney and Sir Fowell Buxton in

ticular, at the close, as it was deemed, of their long

apduous warfare, sharing the joy of their glorious
ry moze than the wearisomeness of their protmcted
Alas! our brethren whe had been in bondage
enerations were in bondage still. There was no
hative but to take the field, and at public meetings,
h the press, and by such general means as were
in reach, to attempt to awaken the sympathy of
tation and to secure its influence. T felt thab ne-
ty was laid upon me to devote every hour that I
d' fairly take from my proper work at St. Mary’s in
to accomplish. the destruction of that scheme.”
. enthusinsmn with which he threw himgelf into
ampaign, kindled by his recollections of Knibb's
ce, and suatained by a correspondence with him
mpened into sympathy and friendship,was intense
nsparing. He visited every town in Norfolk, and &
any in Suffolk, holding conferences, delivering
as, or addressing public meetings; drawing up
correcting misstetements in the public journals,
v the timid, closing the mouths of adversaries,
atching against personal temptations to the viola-
truth and charity. The conflich lasted, it will
smbered, for the greater part of four years before
oty were admitted and the decision of the Legis-
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latuze secured. Sir T. F. Buxton, who had lost his &
for Weymouth a short time before, writing on 23d M,
1838, says, “ A resolation for the immediate abolitipn
the apprenticeship was carried last night by a major
of three. The intelligence was received with such
shout by the Quakers, myself among the number, th
We sirangers wero all turned out for rioting” Tt waq
rich moral reward for having expended lahour on $1t
an objeet to be able to . participate in the sentimer
which the same writer addressed to Mr. J oseph St
by whom largely the movement had been initiat
“I bless God that He, who has alw: ays raised up ag
such as the crisis required, sent you te the West In

I bless Him that during the apprenticeship not on
of viclence against the person of a white man he,

I believe, been perpetrated by = negro; and I ¢
express my grateful exultation that those whom,
colonial law so recently reckoned as brute beasts,
fee-simple absolute whereof resided in their own
will soon be invested with the full rights of man.”1

Mr. Reed favours ns with the follawing mteres
observations on Mr, Brock’s spmt and manper o
ab this time —

“ No man regarded more highly than he the hol
religious part of the pastor’s work. He used to Sp
of it and pray about it when we ministers were tog
with frembling accent and serious unction. He tols
how he made a habit of reading over privately, at
) 1 Lifa of Bir T, F. Buxton, p. 438,

MANNER OF LIFE. 1zy

ar, Baxter's * Reformed Pastor;” he was alzo
ly to remind his people of their mutual vows
ime of his exdination, and with lively pathos to
itd comment on the confession of faith he had
made as the continued faith of his Hfe,
) personal affection he inspired was very strong
rm, With all hig sharp decision, he was so
his serions look so soon malted into gympathy
sorrowing, the young, and the peor; he was so
his allusions and Hlustrations, and so homely
et in his speech. Iarge and great he was, but
| toop so winningly ; impetuous and impatient,
1pt, by nature, yet love could ealm and tame his
[t was 50 natural to him to call all his friends
herents by their Christian names, that he seemed
er of a fond family, aud he could do almost
with them, for he knew both how to command

ver Norwich his name was a household word of
.”His public appearances were chiefly on ocea-~
eti- popular feeling was excited against wrong
of some great benevolence. He was a

idy speaker and debater, with a vein of plea-
ch flavoured earnest argnment. He used to
ely in all sorts of society, and thus, as well
ading, he Jearned the ideas of all classes of
nd: was helped to comprebend the general
was careful o prepare his spoeches as

hiz- sermons; though in delivery he had the
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art of appearing to speak with unpremeditated freed
On these accounts ha was rarely out of harmoeny ¥
his audienee, and his vehement declamation carried
before it. '

“Though strong in his expressions, he was rq
rash; and though occasionally hurf at harsh crig
cism, he was very fair on reflechion. On one o
gion, after an address in which he spoke of ‘th
sands’ of martyrs in the reign of Queen Elizab
Mr. Brightwell, one of the beat read and most e
vated men in Norwich, objected to the express
as an exaggeration. Mr. Brock defended his wo
and the srgument grew hot. They parted in
plessure. In the morning Mr. Brock met me at:
Alexander’s, when, on looking up the authorities, he;
convinced that he had overstated the case, upon w?_'
he at once went up with me to Mr. Drightwell '
was my deacon, and I shall never forget the mp
manner in which the ample apology was made o
one side and received on the other”1

This invaluable access to men of diversified posi
attainments, and opinions, receives some explang
from what follows from the same pen:—

“The 0ld Meeting Book Club was 2 first-class agg
bly of leading men—Ilawyers, doctors, manufact,ur
men of wealth and intelligence, who, besides
“to circulate valnable and expensive hooks, held s

1 After all, there were more martyrs in Elizabelh’s reigh tI:\nn
whe perished at the block and the ateke,—En.
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ng dinner. As the dinner was a sumptuons
the ministers who were members were not ex-
give, but only to attend, the entertainments.

as Brightwell, known for his microseopical

: Donald Dalrymple, late M.P. for Bath, a
an of unrivalled gifte in conversation; Willett
t, Springfield and Marshall, and other mana-
15; Youngman, Beare, Taylor; with Alexander,
nd myself as divines. These symposia were
legant, attractive, and intellectual ; and had
lato or Erasmus done them Justice, mzcrht have
amous. These gentlemen were mostly Conser-
erals, and a8 we belonged to the advanced
public opinion, there were often sturdy disputes
sm and politics. There was always, however,
anly restraint and goodhumour which pre-
ence. Mr, Brock’s hilarity and frankness shone
oceagions, ag did also Mr. Alexender’s exu-
while we all gained valuable knowledge of
things, besides aceess to important literature.”
rack’s acquaintance with new forms of reli-
vas further extended by the addition to his
everal persons of great intelligence, who had

om the Society of Friends during the
pinion which prevailed about that time.
Bishop of the dioeese also, in the spirit
descended to his son in the Deanery of

r; gave the Nonconformists oecasional oppor-

eeting at his table their brethren in the
1
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ministry of the Established Chureh. That the full
independence in the expression of opinion Wwag p
mitted on these occasions, leading only to the heg
results, may be gathered from a brief corresponde
which passed between the two “bishops” regardin,
charge of Archdeacon Hare to the clergy of his an
deaconry. The eharge had been courteously sent fro
the Palace in the « belief that, with one or twa excep
tions, it would give satisfactlon on many accoun
Mr. Brock replied in Jenuary 30, 1841.

MEg. Brocx To THE BIsEor oF NORWICH.

“ I have been much gratified ; but there are one
two things on account of which I feel obliged,
all candour and courtesy, to complain

1 regret the apparent reflection whieh Is cast up
the practice of preaching, more especially as thaf
connected with amother very severe reflection on
worship of Dissenters. I refer to the following pas
——¢There 18 too strong e disposition to regard a eh
as mainly a house of preaching. Indeed, this is
broad distinction hetween a church and a Disse
meeting-house. A church is a house of prayer, a
ing-house is a house of preaching” Now,no on
hatter aware than your Lordship that it i3 mainl
the preaching of the Gospel that the great end
Christianity- are to 'be accomplished. *Faith co
by hearing,’ and the Gospel is to be * preached to e
creature’ Is it not, then, to be deplored that anyt

| THE BISHOP OF NORWICH.

epreciation of 50 paramount and so essential a
ould have eome from so high a quarter ¢
neipal cause of my regret, however, is this,
Yigsenters are represented as deficient in the
exercise of prayer, Your ILordship, I am sure,
w me to state concerning our public worship,
ord’s days two hours are spent in prayer and
on,—sometimes congiderably morve, and never
Such is the practice in my own congregation, and
0 exception to the general rule. Besides this,
are’ two services during the week expressly for
tending to an hour or an hour and a half,
eral service, of which prayer is a prominent
he exclusively devotional service iz but once
the week; in a few it is more frequent than
lves. How, then, can it be maintained that
L distinction” betweeen us lies in the exercise
mn and holy exercise—of prayer ?
héve desired,” he says in conclusion, “fo express
ion with becoming respect, but if I have failed,
turing fo offer them, T have overstepped the
propriety, I trust to your Lordship's well-
nerosity for the forgiveness of my fault.”
fidence thus avowed was not misplaced, for
‘o two the Bishop replied, saying - Your
ndid communication on Archdeacon Hare's
forwarded for his perusal, and have much
:sending you his reply, which you would
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Having been thus returned, the amswer can only §
conjectured, but that the objections were candid]
weighed by that admirable man is plain from th
Rishop’s closing lines :—

“ Panaod, NorwioH, March 4, 184

My DEAR SI®,—I enclose another note from Arch
deacon Hare in reply to your last remarks on a passag
ir his charge., If all Christiang differed and discusse
their differences in his and your temper, we might hop
for a wider diffusion of Christian spirit than now y
vails amongst the controversial leaders of the religic
world.—T temain, yours faithfully,

E. NorwioE,

#Rev. W. Brock, 8t. George’s.”

That Mr. Brock not only knew how to apprec
men of different scclesizstical position to himgelf;
gould kindle inte enthusiasm in their defence, -
appear from the following letter addressed to L

Peto :—

Mz, Brock o DR, ARNOLD.

“ July 28, 1845.—1 lose no time in answering y
inquiry comcerning Arnold, Tt is mow more
twelve months sinee I first read his Life, so tha
undue enthusiasm whick I felt may be suppos
have passed awsay, and sober conviction te have
its place. I have read the Life twice since that

VINDICATED.

¢ one portion of it Wibh another, and judging
‘whole from an increasingly accurate acquaint-
with its several parts. .
udgment i3 most clear and strong that a more
3 misrepresentation was never made than that
iets Arnold’s- character forth as unevangelical
unspiritual. 1 am aware, I think, of the quarter
5 the misrepresentation arose—even from the
n the Church of England whose organs ave
Record’ and the ¢Christian Observer” The
iﬁeriodical has had & series of artieles on Arnold’s
s character which I have read with unutterable
< By means of passages teken out of their con-
‘1t has managed to throw doubt upon hiz sound-
octrine and his spiritnality of life, whilst by
“eonfining itself to his earlier sermons end to
enile opinions, it has seemed to make out a
tase for holding his religious execellence in

rath is, my dear friend, Arnold, had a strong
to the ‘Evangelicals’ on account of their
_ihdedness and sanctimonionsness, tinctured
_:'Wo horrid things are with some of the very
uences of a thing which his great soul
ven high-priestism, Of this aversion he
ecrel, and hence their calumny that he was
uestionable orthodoxy. They are not mag-
enough to do him justies, _
1y feel myself waxing indignant when the
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Ohmtlamt; of such a man is gravely called in questio;
I think of his lofty independence of the smiles
frowns of the world ; I think of the sacrifices which
made for righteousness’ salie; I think of the simplici
and godly sineerity in the declaration of revealed trof}
in which he so signally excelled; I think of his gl
denying agsiduily in beseeching the boys at Rugh;
yield themselves unto God; I think of his profo;
veneration for the oracles of God; I think of his pa
thetic and almost pagsionate allusions to the necess
aid of the Holy Spirit; I think of his letters and h
sermons and his journals, until 1 rejoice for the ct
of my claim to forbearance and meekness that -
calumniators are not within the reach of my voice!. :

“Let the following quotations be carefully compar
with the doubts to which your note refers. <Wlhat
it to live unto God? May God open my eyes to
Him by faith, in and through His Son Jesus Chzr
may He draw me to Him and keep me with Him
making His will my will, His love my love; ]
strength my strength ; and may He mske me feel tl
pretended strength, not derived from Him, is .
strength, but the worst weakness. May His stren
be perfected in my weakness’ (vol. if. p. 2),

“And then, my dear friend, let the last enfry everm
in his diary be remembered, closing with these be
fully simple words : “ But, above all, let me mind my
personal work, to keep myself pure and zealous and
lieving, labouring to do God’s will, yet not anxious

VINDFCATED, 135

| be done by me rather than by others, if God

s of my doing it” And then, soma of his

‘¢() Lord, keep Thyself present to me always,
sach me to come to Thee by the one and living way,
ot Jesus Christ’ * Bless this school, that it may
lace of godly education, to Thy glory and the
of our own souls. Fill us with Thy Holy
‘that we may labour in our several duties to-
one another and towards Thee, as befits those
ou hast redeemed by the blood of Thy dear

iight go on ad infinttum in adducing evidence
imphant that Arnold was an unguestionshly
iient Christian. I have just now read the
of his death, and with the tear of admiring

:yet falling from my eye, I say, ‘ Let my lagt




Chapter Ninth.,

# Gud did anoint thee with His oderows oil
To wrestle, not to reion.”—E. B. Browming.

Mg. Brock had convietions both clear and deep o
the subject of the national establishment of religl
‘When the “Voluntary Church Society,” which bag
its action on religions considerations, was formed, ab
the time he entered on public life, he gave his heartf;
adhesion to it ; and when at a later period that associz
tion gave place to one with a wider foundation, n
known as the “ Society for the Liberation of Religi
from State Patronage and Control,” he gave to it a1
less earnest sapport, “I deemed it religiously incu
bent on me” he said, “to take part in the agitati
whenever a legitimate opportunity cecurred; necessi
seemed laid upon me to insist wpon it that Chris
kingdom is not of this warld.” :
Thus conscientiously opposed to the principle o
FEstablished Church, he felt bound to regigt all the
actions which arose out of ity operation, and was on
invelved in one of those irritating ehurch-rate conte
which are now happily for ever ended, Tha part
St. George’s, in which he lived, included a large num

CHURCH-RATE CONTEST.

onformists, and for several years they had formed
ty in the vestry and refused to grant 8 ehurch-
‘hey showed, however, that their opposition was
rinciple of compulsion, and not to the expense
a rate would have entailed, by offering to
ite voluntarily whataver was shown to be

ite,
this,” says Mr. Brock in a letter giving an
of the matter, “ our church neighbours would
. t, declaring that unless the rate was granted
he due eaclesiagtical manner they would not give
nyl Thus the affair was postponed until the
tion of the church edifice and the churchyard be-
o disreputable that the Archdeacon interferad
v, serving the parish with 2 notice thaf measures
i taken to punish the refasal of a church-rate,
¢ summoned to hear what Mr, Archdeacon had
nd then to act accordingly. At the proper
proposed an adjowrnment of the meeting for
onths, which was tantamount fo a motion for
ction of the rate, My proposal was adopted by
majority, It was then moved and carried that
L should be polled with & view to a more
y decision of the question. The poll was
bhe churchwardens stated in the Archdeaconry Court that
iters had sobgeribed, bub the Chuorehmen would not, and
therefore, carried the momey back io the Lissenters.”

¢ of Archdeacons, however, determined ‘“ net to snbmit’
ot of the Dissenters any longsr.’—*¢ The Chwreh Exposi-

1844,
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taken the next day, and the cubicome was a yet lar
majority against the rate.

“The Archdeacon was indignant, and proceeded:
anforce what he presumed to be the law. Six of
leading opponents of the rate were selected, agaj
whom the enforcement was to be carried on. My na
was found among the gix. It oceurred to the Ar

tleacon to call on me, to Temonstrate privately, and

possible to prevail on me to give up my opposi
‘“Why,” said he o me, “you will certainly be sent
jail; and what will Norwich and Norfolk say to th
‘What they may say,’ I answered, ‘I cannot tell;
I am sure of thiz, that be it what it may, it wil
to the detriment of your cause, and the henel
mine” “Yes’ he rejoined, °but the idea o
Christian minister like you being shut up in pri
‘Exactly, I replied, ‘and the idea of a C
minister like you causing me to be shubt up th
The interview ended with the assurance that the
secution ‘must take its course. However, when
actnal citation came from the ecclesiastical court
Canterbury, it was found that my name had
omitted, and only five of the parishioners were
moned to answer the articles of acemsation {oue
and concerning their soul’s health and the lawhul
rection and reformation of their errors and exdes
Of course we resolved to stand by them,”

“ A great indignation meeting,” Mr, Reed inform
“yras held, when Mr. Brock was the chief speaker. W

LORD DENMAN'S DECISION.,

'ang against the idea that a parishioner could not
Yote against, as well as for, a proposed church-
, yeferred to the famous demand by Charles I, for
o’ members of the House of Commons, deseribing
inig’s tyrannoug attempt and hig ignominious de-
id deafening cheers. He concluded a most elo-
peech by saying: < We are ready for two things:
have a solemn argument hefore the courfs of
to what is the fact of the law, and then, if the
against us, to put forth such a demonstration of
imon demand as shall deliver us and our children
;. for ever from this harassing position” The
f Arches gave judgment againat the parishioners;
en that was followed by an utter reversal of
tence by Lord Denman in the Court of Queen’s
the most enthusiastic interest accompanied the
the glorious acquittel and vindication. It is
“that this parish was so satursted with Free
ideas, that when the Anti-State Chureh Society
emates were actually sent from the vestry fo
Church and State.” ,
Mzr. Brock was not impelled by merely sec-
party considerations, came out breadly, soon
Is; in his efforts to correct the polifical pro-
which the city had wunhappily . become
in which some assailable members of his
ngregation were involved.
erves,” says Mr. Reed, “the credit of being
publicly to attack the inveterate custom of
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political bribery im Norwich. After long and anxi
deliberation, we ministers resolved, on the approacl
an election, to warn our churches that we should:
pass over or connive at such a serious offence agaj
rorality, but should certainly make it a subjest
church diseipline. This notice was given by each
us, and it aronsed, as we feared, & storm of objecti
‘What sin was there, it was asked, ‘in selling » vd
Is it not my own? If T help the member, why she
he not help me?- I shall be turned out of house and p
perty if Irefuse? What has the Gospel to do with po
tics 2 Where does the Bible condernm this practice:

The afflictive depression produced by this stats
public morals has Jeft some touching and instruet
traces in the jourmal,

JOURNAT.

“July 21, 22,—Preparing for Sunday with a hea
heart because of the prevaﬂiﬁg iniquity of th
through the slection.

“ Sunday, 230.—A good day, and T trust useful
felt very anxious for every professor of religion th
might keep himself unspotéed from the world, O L
sympathise with Thy sexvant!

“z5th—Day of election, Discord, bloodshed
awful treachery characterised the proceedings of D
parties. I would sigh and ery for all the abomi
dons in the midet of ng.  Leave not the Church, O
because of our sing, but O come and sanctify and s&

DISTRESS OF MIND,

:_Vieited some sick friends. Preached with

jelancholy feelings from what T had heard re-
e olection. We are a second Sodom !

G __Grievously inferrupted all day. Griev-

Sffected, t0o, by what I again hemxd of amtber

tion of principle even among professors of

——Pleased to bear that in three instances the ser-
e 23d wasinstrumental in keeping members of
Yirch from reeeiving the wages of unrightecusness,
one instance of keeping a respectable man in the
ation from offering them.
iyer and church-meeting in the evening at the
Txoeedingly distressed by fresh disclosures ab
tion. O Lord, help us fo discover the guilty,
etigthen us to do Thy will1”
ist 8. Letter to his Wife—Our bribery cases in
¢h are going on betfer than we feared, Only
f exclusion will take place, but several of
roof before the church. This, of course, will
fa,inful duty upen me, but in Divine strength
'get through.  But what ought I to he?
_a Yibtle what, alas, T am! Who am I fo
her? T assure you that but for the grace
T would refuse to doit. Do pray for me in

sth.—Low, very low. T Xknow not, indeed,
sed. I would fain hide my head in some
illage, and there labour unknown and un-
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seen.  What am I, O Lord, and what my faty
house ? '
“2rst.—Depression still continues. Oh, who can
the deep anxisty of a minister situated as I am ?
“31sf—Heard of an abusive attack upon tne,
having denounced bribery, in one of the newspap
I am indeed sure that to be an intrepid preacher
nghteousness requires more than human nature
supply. Oh, for grace to “endure’ through evﬂ ;
good report “unto the end. ” '
“It became evident,” Mr. Reed further says, <
the views of Christian professors were demoralise
- long habit, and that the subject required vigorous.©
prudent llumination. We arranged a course of lec ]
on the subjeet, of which Mr. Brock was to deliver 1
first. This was the first time the sin of bribery h
been openly denounced. The ecity was in commp i
The party leaders were either enraged or fall of scof
ridicule. Our own congregations were divided, M
had been in the hahit of looking forward to this Wit
fall for paying their debts or increasing their pleas
There was & probability of opposition and epey resf
ance. The evening eame amid much anxiety,
proceeded to my church, the venerable Old Msel
which was erowded by an excited andience.”
Mr. Brock opencd thus —
“In undertaking the service of this evening, T g
expect fto be misrepresented and misunderstood.:
some persons it has been said that the service is alf
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: political manceuvre; by others 1t has been
that I am taking up a subject with which, as
iian minister, I have no concern. To the charge
igning and executing a pohtlcal manwuvre, [
neither dignified nor becoming to give a con-
Strong in the comsciousness of my own
I shall endeavour o discharge an incumbent
well through evil as through good report.
he charge of meddling with a subject with
have no concern, I am indueed to pay atten-
a moment, in order to rectify an error which
ely prevails, namely, that religious people have
nd no oecasion to interfere with politics.
derstanding by politics those deliberations and
ons which are neecessary for the public good, L
‘are we pot to interfere with them? Where,
aly Scriptures, is the prohibition found ? It 1s
; ed, that we are cautioned against worldly-
tiess, and we are exhorted to set our affections
ngs which are sbove. But if such cautions
ttations are to be understood as proscribing
neing politics, of course they must he under-
praseribing and denouncing philosophy and
and even commerce. If we may not engage
rmer because of their irreligious tendency,
4y wo engage in the latter; and thenm, as St
e must needs go out of the world” Bub
o go out of the world, .dmidst its mani-
dgemments we are to glorify God; 4n its various
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relationships we are to aect as becometh the Gos
Chrigt.” :
He then proceeded to set forth very calmly the g;
- bribery with its soelal and political evils, and to h
the excuses made for it with irresistible power.
*VWhat,” he asked, “is venality in the judgmerd
the law? A grave and enormous crime. Wh
venality considered in itself? A violation of g
trust. What is venality contemplated in its tendeng
Dangerous to the last extreme. IFf the elector
betray his trust, why may not the juryman hetr
—why may not the judge betray his—wby may n
executor betray hiz? Ay, why may not the m
whom you sell yourselves betray his? Tell me
whether the tendency, as even thus hinted at, of g
and receiving bribes be not sufficiently slarmin,
portentous to lead you to act with integrity in th
posal of your vote? The temptation may be &
strong one and a very specious ome, but your a
50 to act that, at the clese of the election, you ma
in the langnage of the prophef, * Whom have
pressed—whom have T perverted—of whose hand
T received any bribe to blind mine eyes therewith:
Again: '
«Jf the eandidate who gives you money when:
~ have given him, even conscientiously, your v
returned to serve in the House of Commons, W
nof, think you, endeavour, if he can, to regal
money which he has expended uwpon you?

] SERMON -AGCAINST BRIBERY,

here the uncompromising and successful opponent
coulation ? Will he continue there with patience
jerseverance discharging the duties of your repre-
ve, and be cver ready to receive, with attenfion
déncem, yvour petitions or your complaints? Not
our claim upon him was discharged when you
ed from him the gift; he paid, though somewhat
ously, for the vote which he received. If, then,
uld have a House of Commons characterised for
fity, exercise your franchise with integrity. If you
have your representatives free from the control
ts and rewards will infallibly exext, keep your-

ge from such control, If you would have a body

: constituting the third estate of ths realm to
‘you may come ab any time, for any purpose,
ym whom you may invoke awmthoritatively the
tence of the British Parliament, refuse to receive -
y of them the value of a grain of sand, If they
obligation to you, which they ought not to

-ag things are, they deem they ave under ohli-

y you, let them discharge the obligation by
deliberations upon the welfare of the coun-

by a steady and patrictic eourse of conduct in

o the manifold and ever-multiplying interests

to the other gide, he demanded :

t a criminal thing, and a sinful thing, and a

ling and disgraeeful thing,to take advantage

1ty of o poor man, or of the ignoranes of an
E
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Iignorant mamn, or of the wickedness of a wicked
in order to prevail on him to betray his stewardship
order to indnee him to violate his trugt? By whate
party thisis done, it is an enormoug crime ; by whate
person it is perpetrated, it is an offence neither to
justified nor excused.” :
The manuscript of this bold address was requ
by his friends for universal digtribution; “and?”
Reed continues, “from thiy time on the Iiberal’s
no candidate appeared without professions of p
though these were often violated. At the next elg
one of the party leaders even called on Mr, Brog :
asked his influence with some of the members o
church, and said, ¢If they vote for us, it will be sor
thing handsome for you' ‘Do yon mean to i
me, sir?’ he exelaimed. *Oh no, was the res
‘where's the harm? I know all about your lecty
but you know that won’t do when an eleetio
up!® ¢ Dray, sir, leave my house at once before
angry, implored the pastor; ‘and as it was,” he sa
telling us the circumstance, °1 had almost kicked
fellow out.”” 1 £
From these needful but painful services he was ¢al
away to bear partin a novel system of evangelis:
which was thoroughly agreeable to his tastes,
3 Mr. Besd adds: " While the brunt of thiz sarly opposition to:k
" was borne by the Liberel party, et in recent days on them hag fa
chief odinm of the practice, Mr, Tillett and some of the youngerc

were Mr. Brock's earnest upholders from fhe first. They forme
lance commitbecs’ bo wabch and expose all corruption at electio

RAILIWAY MISSION.

srds Sir & Morton Peto, having undertaken the
]:uct.ion of cortain railways in East Anglia, was ab
ime in the habit of spending a considerable part
year in the nelghbourhood of Norwich, and, with °
v, joined Mr. Brock’s congregation. It will
srds appear how many important movements
‘upon the friendship which was thug formed ;
s only now to be noted, that, in the courss of
conversations, the praetxcabﬂlty wag diseugsed
gmptmcr something which might serve to interest
prove the large numbex of labourers employed
works then in progress. They were paxrt of that

: body of men which had been gradually formed
long course of years for employment in the
otion, first of navigable canals, and then of rail-
1id called, from their éarlier ocoupation, “ navvies.”
e drawn from diverse parts of the British
and professed in some instances hostile forms
on, but were distinguished chiefly by extreme
and all but total spiritual insensihility.

at the same time, a common life and an

n- law affecting their relations to each other,
ployers, and the rest of the world. That they
sible to kind attentions, clearly disinterested,

rom their being men, bub they required to be

d with the greatest caution and patience. Mr.

de and various sympatby, joined with his
steady support, fed, under the divine blessing,

which proved very suecessful. Mr. Peto
el




RAILIVAY MISSION.

constructed commodious halls capable of being mo
onward ag the line of railway advanced, affording oo
fortable shelter for the men in their leisure hours,
furnished with books and publications, supplying amu
ment, useful information, and religious knowledge, -
give life to this apparatus, Christian men, carefyl}
selected, mingled familiarly with the mde but graf
ful toilers, helping them to read and write, encouragin
them to aequire self-command, and above all, esp
ally when they were convened on Sundays, present
and pressing home upon them the words of et
Tife, :

Mr. Brock had liberty to draw on the « Raﬂw&
Mission account ab the Norwich Bank” to any ex
that he found necessary, and in a short time he k
a body of the best men, he was gccustorned to &
that he ever knew at work upon all the chief points
the lines. No part of his now extended labours 28
him greater delight than superintending these mis
aries, reading their weekly journals, arranging th
periodical movements, counselling and comforting th
in their difficulties, and visiting them, sometimes: apa
and &b other times at conferences for united con
tion and prayer, held at Yarmouth, Ely, or March

Results of the best character, of which the Tacor
on high, aross out of these operations,

Chapter Tenth,

Tt wan their eseort through the foaming flood
And pathless desertz in that misky sereen

¥ enshrined, Himself unssen.’
God’s presencs Was o ion.

is evidence of great gloom having fallen over the

i's heart during the winter of 1845—46. The church

jaceful and the congregations were undiminished,
t to a superficial observer all was prosperous;
t5 him it seemed that life wag wanting, and that
fidescribable reciprocation of spiritual interest
teacher and taught, which accompanies life,
tfered interruption. The deep depression which
od- had at least the advantage of prompting to
carncstness in prayer; and the answer,
which he always caloulated, was mot long

ame, however, not quite in the way he antici-
‘Ome of the causes of the condition he de-
¥ nndoubtedly in bis own physical state. He
worked under pressure, and for some time hatd
tén special labours, which had exhausted his
nergy beyond the point ab which such work

a pastor can be traly performed. He needed
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the refreshment of a journey which should streteh b
yond the atmosphere of his cares, and call forth
faculties of observation rather than those of thought
He had once hefore tasted the charming alterative of
Clontinental tour, and that was again opportunely offer
to him by one whoss acquaintance he had shortly befo
made, but who became and continued to the end of hJs
life one of his ehoicest friends.

His wife and his church gladly assenting, he e
barked, with Mr. Kemp, on the 26th of June for
journey through France and Italy. Such a tour
not quite the trifle thirly years ago that it is now. Thi
railway, if is true, was alveady known on the Contines
but there were large spaces which it had not touche

“The two friends experienced whatever joy belonged iy
a journey by diligence from Dieppe to Faris, and frg
Parig to Lyons, and thenee by malle-poste to Marseill
Yet even that part of the way was not without inciden
In a letter to his elder boy, then ab Totteridge scho
he gives this striking account of & storm :—

“We presently came oub wpon the valley of the Isér
from some points of which Mont Blanc is distinetl
visible, though at a distanee of seventy miles. T
weather had become unfavourable as we approached &
valley, and the evening had so far set in that we con
not see that mighty giant. The ridge of the Alp
Dauphing, however, was quite plain. Aboub eig
o'clock we heard the thunder rolling among a rang
bills ab owr right hand, with loud and appalling sot

TERRIFIC STORM.

‘clonds gathered, and assumed such an aspect of
sriiness and wrath, that, I am ready to admit to you, I
awed, if not dismayed. Never did I leok out upon
avens when they so portentously threatened the
suction of all that was beneath, Kor a while the
1m raged at some distance, but it gradually came
vds, and at length completely surrounded us. It
2d to me a5 though our carriage was just the centre
o tempestuous scene. The rain was pouring down
ents; the thunder kept on for hours bursting as

sur very heads, in volleys and peals of stupendous
frightfu] power. Thelightning gleamed and flashed
our path, into our vebicle, along the distant
4on, axaid the gorges in the mountains—at intervals,
,at every point of vision which we could com=

For several seconds the wholes heavens were

ned perfectly ; and on becoming again darkened,
and bolts and hars of fire were seattered or flung
‘'the clouds sbove us with bewildering rapidity

¢T was looking southwards, wondering what form
 of heaven would assume next, there came from
mass of cloud 2 body of fire which appeared to
‘b0 vesemble the setting sun oh o summer even-
was quite as large, but far more red and fierce.
od it exploded into a thousand parts and a

d forms, leaving me so completely subdued thab

d myself up as best I could in the drapery

0, and communed with my Heavenly Father in
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solemn prayer. I never felt myself more than o
before 80 mear to an eternal world, Mereifully g
escaped the danger. Towards morming we pags
through the city of Avignon, but too early to ses a:'u'j.
its ohjects of interest. Obh, the joy with which, ki
neon, we hailed the Mediterranean at Marseilles 1
Other letters followed to the same young COTTES )
dent, full of information on those conntries. It isu
necessary to repeat them; hut the following summa
which formed a kind of index to the whole, like
harmonions passages which Milton weaves out of &
thing but famous names, may not be without inte
to those who have trodden that clagsic ground:—
“From Marseilles we took steamer for Leghorn.
had 2 run up to Pisa, and returned for the steamén
to Civite Vecchia. There we hired a carriage, whit
took us to Rome, over fifty miles of the worst roads
had ever seen. After a few days in Rome, whick
employed most diligently, we returned to Civite Ve
chia, where we went on board & steamer for Nap
The passage was all we could desire; specially thro
the active eruption of Vesuvius, which we could pla
discern when we wore forty or fifty miles from t
harbour. The Bay of Naples, with the volcano in’
force of fire and smoke and noige, was a magniﬁl_i
thing to see, . _
“The several museums of Naples were visited,
examined to some good purpose, as we had & mos
telligent friend, who could take us to the mdre im

"RETURN HOME,

']ects' which had heen brought there from the

tions at Pompeil and Herculanenm, and who

explain them to us accurately and in full. In
vasenm Mr. Kemp and T spent some hours alone,

& exchanged 1o remark ail the fime. We were

ok dumb. We visited the famous 'grot‘to. at

. ws spent & night on Vesuvius; an_ld we visited

Ztum and Putecli, Our time Tequiring gpeed, we

(aiples for Leghorn and Genoa by steamer. After

ugh and tedious passage, We roached the former

on a Saturday might, and stayed a Sunday there.

e same steamer we wenb on to Genos. Thence

<ched it to Milan, remained one day, and passed
{‘hiavenna, by the beautiful Lake of Como.

wom Chiavenna we travelled by dﬂigex:'we aver the

' Pass, and by the +Vig Mala’ to Coire, whenes,

and water, we reached Zurich. Then, through

‘Manuheim and down the Rhine, we got on to Cologne.

. i we journeyed to Ostend, where & steamer wos

‘for passengers to Ramsgate; and on a magnifi-

summer morning, about nine o'clock, Mr, Kemp

anded in Old England, immensely to our de-

as this tour had enlarged and refreshed his
was too short to produce complete resto?a.tlon-
s for after plunging again info labows in t—h_e
and in public affairs, he was arrested by a sert-
caffection. The early winter months of 1847

pain and deficient sight to the left eye, which
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compelled him to seek the aid of an oeulist, The mi:
sures which were adopted led to the removal of paly
but not to the extinetion of the disesse, It sheit
afterwards revealed itself in & worse form than befox
“I was recommended,” yuns & note, which says g
in smell compass, “to go to London, with a view to th
Lest professional advice and treatment that could ]
obtained. On hearing of my purpose, Mr. and My
Peto most kindly invited me to he their guest, urgm
that Mrs, Brock should accompany me, for the gre
gomfort of all Arrangements were made according]
and we took up our temporary abode in Russell Squar
It happened that the oculist whom we had selects
lived only a few doors off. His opinion was that th
cage was a serious one, and that the treatment, to
successful, raust be severs. We pub ourselves into ki
hands for bettier or for worse, and the measures begaz:
Mr. Brownfield’s had been nothing to them., Bleedi
blistering, eupping, salivating, constituted the course
“Tt was most formidable, and put every virtue :

every grace to an unwonted test. Dut for my w
admirable patience and guiet faith, T must have gi
up. One day when, some operation having been
much for her nerves, she fainted, I felt my dependenc
on her. I was just like a little child till she ea
round again. Her voice seems sfill audible as she s
when just recovering, ‘I shall do now ; let me holdy:
head, I am sorry I was so foolish as to faint’ A
then, exactly as if she had not fainted, she took u

PARTIAL RECOVERY.

g where it had been lefs off, much to the admira-

_the gurgeon, who handed me over to her care.
6 eye improved graduslly, and at the end of three
] was dizected to seek change of air and scene
fortnight. Then Mr. Ware would examine me
and preseribe according to the symptoms. We
t;:ﬁo Barnstaple for the fortnight, and greatly did we
Yor visit,. My wife had not visited my relatives
ore; bubt she was instantly and most pleasantly at
The aged couple took to her wonderfully, and

sther was simply overjoyed.
he change wrought most beneficially, and ab the
t's end we were back ‘in Russell Square. Mr.
ronounced favourably, and after a few days dis-
me with certain cautions and directions. We
“Norwich on the joth of April, and I went to
ﬁamedmtely For a good while 1 preached, as to
quage of my sermaons, lmpromptu writing having
o great & labour for my eye.”

shadow of this affliction was to fall across his
siin ; but in the meanwhile & trial of a different
ar and of greater intensity met him In the coarse
ummer, The pen to which the narrative has
sady so much indebted shall be left to de-

mdependence of his prineiples,” says Mr. Reed,
w to be exposed to ags rough a test as almost

ceurred to a public man. At the second
for which Mr. Peto stood, the Dissenters had
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became so conscious of power and so sanguin
success, that (as the event proved, mistakenly)
resolved to vote for no candidate who would not.
mige to support in Parliament the separation of Ch
snd State. Now into this policy Mr. Brock snd

of the Norwich Dissenters entered heartily; but; X
Pato disapproved of it, and refused to be bound by 8K

a pledge, whils he fully avowed his Dissenting
ciples. It was a most serious position for Mr, Bi
and his heart was very sore over the dilemma,
he steadily held by the policy of his party, and jof
in inviting Sergeant Parry to stand in opposition
his friend Mr. Peto. When the election came, he
the wajority of the Dissenters on that ground vg
for Parry and against Peto, and had the mortifica
of finding themselves beaten by the man they -
rejected.  Mr. Broel's chagrin was very great. F
men have given a more undoubted pledge of i
loyalty to truth ageinst temptations of the stroné
order than Mr. Brock did af this erisis.”

The opinion expregsed in the last sentence is tha
one who approved of the step which had been tak
but Dr. Thomas Price, at that time editor o
“ Eelectic Review,” who in several earnest letters t
Brock had advized s different course, reiterates
same senfiment in these words:—“1 feel deepl
your position in the matter, and honour, beyond:

words can express, the mtegnty with which you:
acted,”

FRIENDSHIP UNSHAKEN,

ly,” wrote Mr Brock on the gubject, * did all
ouble me: the more so a greab deal because tl%'e
wepapers, Whig and Tory, held me up.to public
shation for thus requiting & man who bhad been
such a generous benefactor and friend. Lettgrs
d me from many quarters, particularty from Con-
ative Dissenting quarters, wondering ab my pro-
% and suggesting that I should imme(?l&bely
| my ways. 1 eould not explain everything to
‘body, but my rejoicing wes thiz: the testimony
conscience that I was right.”
miong the distressful entries in the brief ‘]cmmal of
d are these two:— .
RNAL : “Judy 2g.—Arose as to a day of sore trial;
hat it meant by the ‘eutting off of a right hand;’
r Parry and wenb ab once to the country.
. 2—Spent the day at Yarmouth to be eut of
ay of the chairing. After retiring to bed was
y & messenger from Mr. Pefo with a letter
me of his unaltered attachment, and bidding
e off to him at Tunbridge Wells.”
iote thus handed to him is dated * Royal Hotel,
12 ¢’clock P.M.,” and contains these sentences:
assure you, my beloved friend, that nothing can
has in the slightest degree altered, my affection.
othing te complain of as far as you are con-
and T Deg to assure you I have never, in
or word, done you an injustice.” Within a
“visit to Tunbkridge Wells was accomplished,
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and the friendship proved to have been unaffects
the shock,

When the tids of public excitement had submde
was found that Mr. Brock's position among his fg]
citizens was ag firm as ever; it was observed, m
that his influence in movements affeeting the eomiy
good was more appreciated than before. His cOngr
tion was not only as large, but more inteiligent, w
its spiritual condition often ealled forth ]115 gratif
Tt is not, thercfore surprising that a renewed endesy
which was made at this time to transfer hig service
Broadmead, Bristol, should fail, No appeal from w
oub availed to loosen hig ties to the people of
Mary’s; but the reason from within which wag to
to that result was very shortly to be made app
To the comrse of this winter the severe measurd
which the oculists had had recourse . led to :
depression in his general health, Preparation fo
pulpit became difficult, and pastoral visitation
tremely burdensome. It was observed, too, thas
showed a strange and unwonted preference for b
left perfectly alone, He was induced, howeve
aceept an invitation to go to London: for g fow W
to supply the pulpits of the Tabermacle, Moorfields
- Totterham Court Road Chapel; and he was g
cheered by proclaiming the Glospel to overflowi
gregetions in those time-honoured Places of asw
The ultimate effect, however, was to exhaust hirg
more, and his appearsnce on his reburn awakened

BEN RHYDDING. 159

y, and led his physicians to require a period of
on from labour, He complied with this advice,
ent to visit faithful and hospitable friends at
ale, who, rightly discerning his condition, de-
ed him in company with their own minister for.

nth’s residence at Ben Rhydding in Wharfedale,

as the most sensible sanitary advice and treat-
‘which he had received for some time. The hydro-
o system was pursued with more rigour at that
than it is generally at the present day: but
ed as it was in this instance by singularly salu-
‘alr and cheerful society, it led to the spesdy
tion of the prostrate powers,
though, however, on his return, his friends acknow-
i;hat his youth seemed to have heen renewed, he
ith him the opinion of Di. MLeod that he eould
th his tendency to ophthalmic affections, expect
ous health in Norwich. The judgment of that,
beerver, coineiding with the advice which had
n & year before by Mr. Ware, as the result of
al knowledge, brought the subject of possible
into serious privabe consideration, In the
4 few months the seeret doubt became known
confidential friends, and, among others, to Mr,
0, withont pressing the proposal, intimated
e necessity for leaving Norwich Dbecame con-
established, he would be glad to see him the
of Bloomsbury Chapel, London, which wag
‘oach:lng completion, :




PEOPOSED REMOVAL.

This side of the problem demanded more thoug
than the other, for it weas easier to submit to what'
proved fo be inevitable than to determine what ae
it was. right to take with regard to a proposal to
a new and untried position. This is put in a chy
teristically sensible and independent letter to .
friend :—

Mg. Brook To MR. PrTo.

“Iam in trouble lest my ministry should turn
to be unsuitabls for the congregation you desire
at Bloomsbury, My own impression is that the ab;
which God has given me is not of the kind whig
wanted there. Here I am known, faults and all ; €]
T amunknown, except, indeed, as an occasional preag
and I need not tell you the difference between hey
a man now and then, and always. The preaching W
would he tolerably acceptable two or three times ;
would probably satiate when it came to be two or't]
times & week., I shrink from the thought of bein :
first to gather together, and then to consclidate
congregation in the metropolis. I am not wnmi
of the all-sufficiency of the Holy Spirit. I havek
too much of that all-sufficiency to mistrast it; bu
given only to men in their xight places, and 1d
know that Bloomshury is my right place.

“Then I am apprehensive of much discomfs

vailing so extensively among professing Chl‘lﬂtl‘m

BLOOMSBURY CONTEMPLATED,

¢ that the Church, snd our portion of it, hag

i jnto & fearful condition of lethargy, and of con-

v to the <pride of life; . Believing t.hls I am

"1 the habit of speaking and acting -accordingly
itimes, as I know, to the. displeasure of those T

They are, however, now. accnstomed to it, and
css affected by their disesteem., But a new com-
ion, and a congregation made up partly of London
sors,; would probably so resent it as to imipede my

ss and mar my peace. I am greatly disquieted
srospect of 2 congregation eomposed principally
ong whose wealth, tastes,and tendeneies would
] complacently to assoclate with ungodly men.
n I cannot hide from myself that my course on
fub]ic quedtions is deemed by many persons
Gable in the extreme. Not being able to bring
to the opinion that ministers of the Clospel
Jet all public matters alone, I am not-likely
em alone. With my convictions of Christian
annot refrain from saying what I think about
gsion of the poor, the carnality of our na-
gious establishments, the general character of
ation, and much that'is deplorable in the con-
he commonwealth at large. I have always

I frust I always shall strive, to avow my

in @& way that becometh the Gospel; but

m I must, My religion compels me to be

hrougheut, Of course, I endeavour scru-
abstain from all political partisanship; bub
. -
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from politics, properly understood, T dare not abst
T never have done so in Norwich; I never would 4
in London. But henee I am sorely afraid diff :
would arise. I am mot sure that if I ghould pu
the same course when minister of Bloomshury Chap
a3 T have pursued while minister of St Mary's,.
yourself would not Dbe annoyed and grieved.
tearful it woald be so. I am fearful you would re
havine for your pastor 4 man known to be a Perso
so-colled wifra sentiments, and of sentiments, MOTEG
known to be especially offensive to many whose. g
opinion you desire to conciliate and secure. Axe
with youzself, so with others who may be expecte
make Bloomsbury their home; and thus that mu
confidence so essential to the effective working of
great experiment you have undertaken would b‘é
dangered if not destroyed. How, indeed, can w
tertain the slightest hope of the success of
experiment in the absence of, I had almost said,
faltering confidenee between yourself especiall
the minister at Bloomebury ¢ How many things-
be talked over without reserve? How meny th
must be done before all the world in unity of: atti
ond of judgment? How many things will be ¢
occur which will requite the habitual exercise
giproeal forbearanes, generous sympathy, and unwav
ing trust 27 o o

The apprehensions thus manfully expressed, WeT
in s manner not less honourable; and to tho

PARTING FROM NORWICH.

‘bring themselves to believe it to be possible
‘anendowed ministry to enjoy independence of
and action, it may be instruetive to be assured,
point of the narrative, that no part of the liberty
dod in this letter was ever denied, and that
hg at any time marred the union now on the point

ing formed. -
s not pecessary to describe the trying process of
7 the ties which bound Mr. Brock to his first
rite. The reader is in possession of sufficient
ge to imagine the state of feeling on both sides,
Jnot bear the thought,” he says in a letter to

tid with whom he had diseussed the question,

aving Norwich. The agsociations I have formed
influence I have gained, with the opportunity
#:Ineés both in the city and in the county, render.
oval a formidable thing, Such 2 sojourn as
s been for upwards of fifteen years in this one
eary the sitaation to me beyond all expression.
nesz is in heaven that the people are in my
tolive and die with them! Never were they
ver were they more ready to minister to my
every way.”
‘not without reason that his heart clung to
5. They had witnessed a great expansion of
»:in every direction. Amid much external
akion, he had maintained great industry and per-
-private study, keeping himself acquainted
gmporary works in biblical criticism and theo-
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‘logy, and marking the new phages of religious th
presenting themselves in that stirring time, Hg
‘the fruits of a wide course of reading on Church
‘tory in @ series of articles contributed to the «
“Expesitor,” a journal edited by himself and his. fi5
-Mr, Reed, covering the whole line from the
Churches through the troubled centuries down
“English Puritans, In the same journal he proda
also 2 set of papers, published afterwards in o
phlet, giving 2 perspicuous exposition of the dos
of the Oxford Traets, and showing a very clesy
-vision of the subsequent issnes of those doetrine
His association with other men, both n affs
national interest, and in those which more closely
cerned him in the Chureh of Chrigt, wag far fro
unfroitful,  While maintaining his independere
grew largely in charity, deference, and patien
continaed certainly to be sometimes startling g
puarded in his utteraneces, but his undauntsed
and quick perception of error saved him from
cations into which more discreet men fall T
have been observed, too, that while he roceived
than most men the love of friends, both with
beyond fthe circle of his congregation, he was n
without the discipline of sowrow. What migh
proved injuricus was counterbalanced at one i
- disquietudes in the city and in the church;
brought his conduet, for a while, under severe dn
- ful animadversion, and at another by persona

OF NORWICH LIFE,

hich threatened to affect the whele course of
and ministry—trials which brought him, as his
4 testify, into great prostration of spirit, separat-
from humsn support, and shutting him np o
Cecil’s remarks on this subjeet will be remem-
« A minister, while his preaching seems effective,

s and feeling show themselves around him,
on with ease and pleasure. . Bus there is much
inan here. If God change the seene ; if discour-
wmeet him; if he seem to be laid by in any
dre ag sn instrument ; if the love of his hearers to
srson and ministry decay, this is a severs frial
at of us need this trial, that we may be reduced
to God, and may feel that the whole affair is
r Him and owselves” Through this experi-
 passed, and not without his “profiting” becom-
ppatent.  “He was,” says one who knew him well
eriod, “a man of God, a devout and saintly
ithout eny pretension to sanctity, thoroughly
often amusingly so, and almost childlike, yet
eally imbued with the master-passion of love
You could not econverse with- him on any

sferenca to the «grief and sensation™ produced
moval, the writer adda: “ His brother ministers
parable void, for he was a tower of strength
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in. council and action, and a warmly sympathi
friend. His people were for a time 1eonsolable,
the citizens in general missed a foremost figure in
emergencies, ever ready with fearless speech, prom
decigion, energetic E-,ondue_,t, and the advice of exps
ence. His impulsive, generous nature, and his brg:
and manly character, formed so rare a combinati
that all felt it to be one hardly likely to come to th
again,”

Landon.

 To these, muy poar companions, serr I sirong,
And at some Mg suck amt I, as @ rock
That ,%m.wp.rrmd fin meiddle ocean long,
Al Braued the winds' and weters' angrust shock,
Consnting theiv faury bt an idle mock
Vof somelinies weaker than the weakest wave
That dics adout ifs base, when storms Jorgel Io rave”

—ARcHBISHOP TRENCH, Stadfast Frince.




Ehapter Elcbenth.

Teat reward for having wronght well already is to have maore fo
- apd he that has hean faithful over  few things must find his
gint in being made ruler over many things ; that i the true and
gical RERY which o:ﬂy is worthy of gentlsmsu and eony of God.”
—Charies ngslcy

onconformists of the ® Three Denominations ” in
ontinued -for a long time _coﬁtented with the

- sanctuaries in which their fathers worshipped.
redness of old memories may have had less ‘bo__
ith this than the enormouws cost of prominent
Gns, and the reluctance of the owners of the soil
t with it for such purposes on any terms; bub the
entury had almost passed through its fivat
efore any Dissenting congregation in the city

to obtrude its place of worship upon public

on. The Presbyterian churches ocenpied dismal

in Dack streets in the time of the greatest

v of Edward Irving and Dr. Waugh. It was
te same with the Independents. The thousands
4ily crosged -old London Bridge had no indication
adjoining scene of Mr. Binney’s early ministry in
pper room of the K_mcrs Weigh-honge in East-
nor could the still t'"rea.trer numbers who tbronged




OLD CITY CHAPELS.

the front of the Mansion-house suppose, from any[;h
they saw, that on Sundays they would be within hear:
ing of the psalmody of Mr. Clayton’s congregatio
the Poultry Chepel. The Baptists were, if possibl
still deeper in the shade. The population had

up and down Bishopsgate Street for two centuries wit
out having been reminded that & line of pastors §
Kiffen to Howa:{‘d Hinton had been preaching on
site of the old palace of the Cavendishes in the eg
within the eourt ealled Devonshire Square; and w
on travelling westwards through the chief thorou
fares, or even in the subordmate streets, behind

- houses of which they were for the most part entrenc)
could gather that in Keppe! Street, Hagle Street;
Lineoln’s Inn Fields, they wore passing the pulpits
Martin, Ivimey, and the courtly Stennets? No
these chapels had been without congregationa,

had al! had periods of prosperity, and bhad oxei
considerable influence on the religious life of:
times ; but they appear to have frusted, for the
tinuance, more to family traditions and imper;
convictions of duty, than to the bold publication o
message in the face of the country. :

It was possibly because Mr. Henry Drumm
Albury, had not been nurtured in Noncen
timidity, that when, in 1818, he erected at his o _
the chapel in John Street, Bedford Row, he '
brought the Greek portico—now N0 mOoTe~—inta:
with the houses of the broad street; but althoug

A NEW ERA.

hle ministry of James Harington Evang on that
wore than justified its seleetion, this chapel re-
I the only one connected with the Bapbist deno-
on in a really public position in the city for.
- generation. Even then the spirit of enterprise
o much of the damp of the past wpon it to be
eadily kindled ;- for when Mr, Peto, in 1848, made
ffers of pécuniary aid to any united effort to erect
“of worship smited to the times, they fell to the
It was not until he failed to obtain en-opera-

af he proceeded to act independently and to give
a bis own degign, which was to obtain a site for
ce that should actually meet the ayes of the

ain topographical changes which were then con-
in Bloomsbury favoured this purpese. -The
ho ab that time proceeded eastward along
Street was obliged, on teaching Tottenham
ad, to turn to the right, and deseribe the irre-
f a circle, which, touching 8t. Giles’ Church

d of Drury Lane, fall into the eastward course
en near Jouthampton Street. It was now de-
supply the chord of that arc by continuing
treet in a straight line until it should reach
:Ab right angles to that new street ran
which, on being widened, received the name of
- Street, and presented the very situation
esired. Application was accordingly made

> Chief Commissioner of Woods and Forasts,
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Lord Morpeth, who then filled that office, though
from prejudices which had often made such reque
abortive, proposed, in order o the protection of
adjoining property, that the building should be vei
by & range of houses, and approached by the traditio
avenue of Nonconformist church architecture,
offer on that condition was declined; but the stip
tion that, if a public position was eonceded, the ed
should have an ecclesiastical character, was com
with. When the plan of the front elevation was
mitted, with its twin spires, no chjection on the grén
of its deficiency in those features could be raise
official quarbers; nor did any justly lie against’
even on. utilitarian grounds, since they were mad
serve both for staircases-and ventilation. '
The ehapel at Iast stood on ground long befors e
crated by the maxtyrdom of Lord Cobham, the
iiffite,! having Bedford Episcopal Chapel on the
side, and the French Protestant Chureh on the o
and affording room for about fifieen hundred andi
together with as mueh accommodstion in the f
schoolrooms and vestries as the restricted space
mitted. The opering, which had been wisely de
until the appointment of a minister, was celéh
under circumstances of greaf interest, on the §th
December 1848, Representatives of churches.i
parts of London expressed their appreciation o
zeal and judgment of the founder, who had made

1 Foxe's “ Acts and Monnments,” King Henry V., &.I. T

BLOOMSBURY CHAPEL

able provision for a congregation without even




OPENING SERVICES.

opening services; although, as he- representsd, he
left a reasonable belance of the cost to exercnse
liberality of the future congregation.*

Mr, Brock received the welcomes and devout wis
of his friends with his usual frankness, but 1ot witlis
anxiety in view of the responsibilities on which he
entering. Alfhough only two families, and if the
tionship between them is considered, only one f;
had expressed an inteution to join the congregati
yet from the first Sunday onwards the attendanes';
tinued 8o numerous thab the greatest care was reg
for their arrangement and accommodation. The pes
¢ye and hand were felt in every direction, Tiw
possible for any one o doubt that he was actuati
an earnest purpose, and had formed a plan of opera
which would eome into view as the enterpris :
ceeded. Ho certainly was far from sparing himself.
sermong cost as much labour as ever, and were deli
with an intensity and coneentration which arresté
touched the auditories. That® these impressions mig
be gathered up in their freshness, he invited every
who desired religious counsel to eall upon him nes
and the house which had been taken for him in'Gi
Street, and in which he lived during the whold i
pagtorate, heing not far off, wag generally crowde
an early hour in the morning,

Although many of these visifors came, as h

# Thig was in due time refunded to the doaar, and by hil
ta the eonstruction of Regent's Park Chapel,

i

FPLANS OF WORK.

iond, “ wanting all kinds of impossible assist-
e was never led to forbid the general levée; hut

the time too short, and te many inconvenient,
n set apart a week during which he saw inguirers

evening in his vestry; and es if determined to

h the last obstruction to the personal intercourse
nted, he somebimes appointed, in addition, the
from six to eight in the morning. A gentleman,
he heard this ennouncement made, on one ocea-
gasoned within himself, © This man is evidently in
it is time I were o too;” and pursued a course
ught which led to his religious decision and his
o the Church. The discoveries which he made,
these interviews, of the state of religions know-
mong the people urged him fo the formation of
E'.lasses, which he maintained in different forms
I gexes, with occeasional intervals, almost to the
‘his ministry; and that the careful study of
d of God might be extended to many who conld
hose clagses, he instituted a weekly lecture,
erally had an expository character, from elaven
ve, on Friday, and afterwards on Thursday
This wag one of his favounrite services. The
ions, neither so large nor 5o mixed as those on
ad an air of intelligence and devotional
hich refreshed Lim; and fow demands npon
other quarters werse strong enough to induce
_bsent on these cccasions.
ther special. service swwhich vied in interest
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with this was one of a different-character, and occ
at longer intervals—the “Midsummer Morning:-

ture,” of which he gives the following aceount :— Fg

the first many yourig men were found in the cong
tion, and it was my pleasure to have intercoursa:
them of different kinds. Henoce arose a practic
preaching to young men. & -good deal, not only in 4
pial sermon now and then, but in the fone and east
my ministry at large. If came upon me to
garnestly for their souls. "As I was musing one.
the thought occwired to me of some service a
anusual time. The matter was talked over.amon;
friends ; and, as the time aﬁpmaehed, 1t 'was resolt
that we wonld hold a midsemmer Sunday-morning
vice from seven to eight o’clock. Accordingly, on Su
morning, the 24tk of June 1849, we held gur servic
goodly number having assembled of the class  thi
Qesired to address, The nmext year the service wa;
peated, and it came to be thou-:fht that possibly it

be an annual thing.”

8o it proved to be; with only thres mterrupt
recurred for twenby years at the same season with
failing charm. The year, which in that month 1
its greatest beauty, brings even the dim city into
pathy with the new life which has stolen over the
The trees of the squares are mantled with verd:
the more interesting from being thrown out.{f
background of dreary walls, and known to have &
and precarious tenure of life. The change, too

FEARLY CONGREGATIONS.

visual roar of the streets to a true Sabbath calm
: inuch more marked in the early morning than it
is in the later parts of even the “day of rest”
hing conspired to make the event attractive fo
ung, who in many instances had come from the
gm of country life to the cloge business occupa-
f the city. They streamed from all quarters to
ace of the gathering—some drawn by the novelty
ing to it, others desiring to remew and confirm
aligious purposeg; and numbers who had received
sfing ab the earlier serviees,—for the preacher once
to a friend, ‘ There has never been a service with-
nversions’—made it part of the plan of their
y come up from great distances {o attend them
The enthusinsm with which many speak of these
g assemblies may well be pardoned. The spee-
shich the audience presented, filling all the area,
., vestries, aisles, and lobbies with so much joyiul
a3 in the highest degree inspiring. The outside,
often its supplementary service by some other
- who stood ready to diminish the disappoint-
hose who could not find an entrance. Both
‘concluding at the same moment, the eon-

ns blended in the retiring stream.
s; however, an easier tagk for a fresh and ener-
istry to draw congregations out of a vast eity
select from them the materials of a united and -
fitons church. While this delicate operation was
ress, it was of much importanee to have it
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clearly known that the design of the work w
had been commeneced was not merely the edlﬁca,tm
those who should come under the instructions of
pulpit, but the recovery of thousands living in p
tical heathenism in their immediate nelfrhbourhond_
The spirit which pointed scornfully to the « ba:m
in which Nonconformity had been compelled to ngy
itself in the days of its repression has been ready
the change of times, to charge it with abandonine
pacr to the care of the National Church, and court,
those only who can render it pecuniary support, T
this charge i3, a8 a general rule, unjust, is Pro
by overwhelming evidence; it certainly was emph
cally so in the present mstance When Mr. Bro
came from Norwieh to London, ke was -aceomy:
by & home missionary, of whose character and ahili
he had had proof, and whose support had been provic
by the same generosity which had assured his -
They came to work hand-in-hand as the leaders o
same people—the one as their teacher in the great
gregation, and the other asg theu- Tepresentative in
homes of the desolate poor. _
The field of action was not far to seek, for "
the chapel had been planted near to the afﬁ
trading classes and to the mansions of the’
ford estate, it was contiguous to some of the.
parts of London. The parish of St. Giles, whicl
adjoined, had long been proverbial for poverty
although the current of the new street had swept

ESEVEN DIALS™

rger part of the miserable hovels which went
the name of the “Rookery,” a portion of the
jon vemained sfagnant behind the chapel.
immediately after the opening day, Mr. Broclc
Mr. MCree went forth together to try to win the
tion of this people. They had great confidence in
gwer of love, combined with frankness and courage;
were they without experience in ths art of over-
¢ the opposition of the ignorant, and ‘turning the
f an enemy by worde of kindness. But on this
on. they were not merely unsuccessful, they were
‘from the ground. The violence which their
ce created could not be soothed, and they were
elled to admit that the withdrawment of those
d attempted the same work before them in that
been justified, This spot had been chosen,
first instanee, because it lay nearest to them:
the streets radiating from the centres called
ive Dials” aud the “Seven Dials,” which lay
v few minutes’ wall in another direction, there
ousands equally untouched by the heams of
light; and to them they next directed their
The pastor and the missionary explored
mal passages and courts, penetrated into apart-
ove and below, within and behind each other,
inhabitants seemed to have lost all the habits
sed: life. They were, howevar, free from the
iaticism of the Irish, to whom the first appeal
tiade, and s00n hecame acoessible to the kindly
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interest of their visitors, In a short time the miss
ary found himself welcomed as a friend in the al
of about four hundred families; a hall was pro
where the people eollectively heard the Gospel £
first time, or after a dreary interval of years; it Lieg
possible also to hold positions in the open air, ang
seize the attention of loiterers about the doors or at
open windows, who were in many instances embculde
to come under more regular instruction,

The work eventnally received considerable expa

sion, as well as a character of greater organiss
and permanence, when the old Swiss Church situat
behind the houges of Moor Street, St. Giles,
entered by & long passage, was taken and cog
tuted the Bloomsbury Mission Hall* This
 became the home of libraries, classes, and soci
and the sceme of constant ministrations, lectures):
entertainments. The work gave larse scope t
benevolent exertions of the congregation at Bl
bury. Tt was borne to the throne of grace in:
public’ prayers, while its trials and encouragem
ity failures and successes, the sadness of the peo;

¥ Tt muy interest some readers to kuow thot the Rev, J.
Began his London ruinisiry in this little ehurch, and, when it
overcrowded, removed for somewhat greater accotnmodation to
sifusted behind an old mansion of the Hattona in Croas Strest,
Garden, whers, about five yeara afterwards, the Rev, Edw
attained to his sudden and brilliant popularity, It was there
Christian chureh wag formed which now assemlles in John
Bediord Row, —Mergoir and Remains of James Harington Evair
Londen, 1852, pp. 32, 34-

THE RECTOR OF BLOOMSBURY.

:nd the blessedness which the Gospel had brought
y of their families, were Jept constantly present
e who lived under happier conditions. The

tor was fully alive to this incidental advantage. It

therwise have been surprising how offen, with
sianifold duties in other directions, he was able to
mpany the missionary to preside at a meeting of
s to chase away the lingering lines of dejection
e hoys of the Ragged School Refuge; to go round
bleg at an anniversary feast; to deliver a lecture
1 popular subject to the delight of motley andi-
nd to taste the joy of telling the story of sal-
‘b0 those to whom it was still new.
though thers was abundant room for these wnis-
operations, the greatest care was taken motb to
# nor disparage the work of those who had heen
“in the field, and it was gratifying to find this
t returned from all sides. The rector of the
he Hon. and Rev. Montague Villiers, hailed the .
er in the most Christian spirit, not only wel-
the labours of his congregation among the poor,
iving him personally into his friendship. In
ion which Mr. Brock preached and published
socasion of the Bishop's lamented death these

8ll do I remernber his kindness to myself at the
sicement of the work of God in this place. When

stor of Bloomsbury Lecame Bishop of Carlisle and then of
e died in 1861.
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originating our Sunday School, we deemed it ingy
bent on us to aveid all interference with neighbowsis
Sunday Sckhools. It was our determination to rece
no children who were obtaining religious inatrust
elsewhere. We communicated our determinati
the several superintendents, and assured them tha
object was not sectarian competition but generony
operation. The rector heard of this from his Sy
intendent: and on the same Sunday evening I recs
from him a letter expressive of his warmest sympat,
with me as a fellow-labourer in the vinsyard of
Lord. It was a welcome such as no other man e
have given, Our relative positions taken eonsider
into-account, it was 8 welecome, I confess, in w}u
gratefully rejoiced.

“ From that time he evinced towards the evangéh'_
operations of this congregation the utmost kindliness 3
respect, on the ground that there was room enouch a
to spare for more labourers amongst the multif
around us who are ignorant of God. After his elevati
to the Episcopal bench he retained for us his kindli;
and respect, making good, as opportunity offare
own. words to me when he was leaving Bloomsbu
Carlisle, ‘I hope the distance in locality will eredte
distance in our feelings of mutnal good-will?

 “To the end those feelings of mutual good- wﬂl
tinued; and no doubt have I whatever that at his
end we should have parted, as many times on §
mornings we have parted, he on his way to Bloomsh

HIS CHRISTIAN SPIRIT.

and I on my way to Bloomsbury Chapel, < 7he
¢ with youw'—his brotherly commendation, ‘And

¥ spirit"-—my brotherly response. - .

; died as he had lived, in union with Chyist and in
iinion with all who belong to Christ; eonscien-
1y and faithfully attached to his own section of the

¢, but unfeignedly and fraternally regardful of
other gection of the ¢hurch which the Lord hath

ased with His own Dlood.”




- @hapter Thoelitd,

#We nerve curselves for toil by lovking onward
Into the aplendour wherein all shall aud—
Toil tries the spirit, but evolces the man,”
—Horatius Bone

THE prosperity of the new enterprise had heen im
diate and striking; but no one who looks round th
whole case will be surprised to learn that it produié

in the minister little elation. The demands upon
attenfion to innumerable internal detaily, and -es
cially to the settlement of the relations in whie
was to stand to persons, previously unkmown, W
gathered around him from all quarters, joined to
unceasing necessity of laborious preparation for
pulpit, led, on the conirary, to some anxiety and
pression,

The concise diary, consisting now more of w
than of sentences, often describes the audiences
the term “overwhelming,” but follows it with sime
such words of apprehension as these: “(Can this las
r, “ Berious reflection about the fustwre” or, « Must ha
more time alone” The effect of this en his health sn
spitits is thus told at the end of a week: “ Very,
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t went on working, Oh, this neeessity, well or
‘Within .six months after the opening he can
énly one lower gounding than he had reached:
ay of the deepest depression I have ever known ;
tjs avcepting the Norwich election {7

was not, however, his hahit to look for & long time

; His sympathies, always at full tide, reached

riends by s great variety of channels, To one he
when on the eve of a journey :

t: grieves me to leave home withont speaking to
Irose early this morning that I might run over
starting to exchange a fow words of mutual
ion and regard, but I give it up ard live in hope.
iz with reluctance I leave my proper work—
vhich not only becomes more arduons, but more
fing every week, I am fo hsve some morning

oiitigs om my return with inguirers, from six until
‘clock ; probably, too, I shall have two morning
sms, * To do anything beyond what Bloomsbury
518 becoming impossible. Letters alone occupy
large portions of my time; not only in the act of
but in the preliminary act of considering what T

er say, Such distress of mind comes under my

: hope is never surpassed. Often I know not

et it but by grouping together the heantiful

§ of our gracious Lord, who does know how
word in season to him that is weary” Ever,
iriend, may He speak such words to yourself.

ave had them spoken to you many a time before
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now ; on occasions, especially, when you have felt 3
lack of consolation and assurance, there has comi:

vour remembrance what Jesus has said—what, in’fi;
Jesus is saying still. Because He has been your ki

therefore under His wings you may again rejoice
will never leave thee nor forsake thee” With e

expression of sympathy and attachment, and with ki
liest thoughts of your precious bairvs, I am; ¥

ever affectionate pastor.”

'To another in afffiction these comsolatory and:
structive words ; o

“We seem to have been bronght into more. i
mate fellowship with you in consequence of |
affliction, and to know more exactly how to bear:
upon our hearts before the throne of grace. By
means of one sort only are the indirect benefity ari;
ont of our afflictions, I think that I can say the

fully, that it hag been good for wme that you have'h

a suffsrer: may you, my dear friend, find very Iz
and continuously that it has been gaod for yourse
“1t grows very much upon me as a conviction

times of apparent adversity are really the times/of
tranquil and profound enjoyment. When we might

thought deprived of almost all comfort, it corm
pass that comfort wonderfully abounds. In scenes
which a bystander would suppose there eonl
nothing but complaints there come songs, or a4
utterances, of the most grateful praise. <Wee
for me’ iz no mmusual entreaty from some secl
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e:l;tressed one to thogse who leave the chamber ag
it were a place of unmitigated grief. '
smehow we then get into a better position towards
We form a sounder opinien of the nature of His'
They are felt to be gifts, gratuitous and unde-. -
Health is not 'a prescriptive right, nor ease,
tivity, nor aught else that we have been accus-
d to enjoy. These enjoyable things come succes-
»and continuously from the Lord, Sickness brings
liig fact to our recollection; we then not only
t, bub expetience or realise it, And this imparts
action, abt the same time that it brings us into
immediate and childlike harmony with the de-
nd operations of our Heavenly Father,
w often, my dear friend, does the upward gush
kfulness get feeblar and more fitful when all is
ﬁuptedly augpleious! How insensibly does the
it water’ within us get choked or shut up by the
tions of unbroken ease! We do get so soon
neconsciously to overuss or to misuse the world
e ought only to use it! God loves -us too well
this go on. He loves you too well to let anything
goon. It is His purpose to have you for Him-
essel fitted for the Mester's use.” * Whom the
eth He chasteneth” You are too precious to
‘be left unchastened. I pray you to believe
‘believe it with & really firm confidence, and
‘will be the better able, on your return to us
, to carry out your resolutions to be more
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than ever a consecrabed and self-denying one, .
dear friend of my sincere and warm affection, :
my assurance of readiness to help you in any way
in every way as your pastor and your fellow-heir of
blessed promises—Yours devotedly in Fesus Christ
It was not possible for one endowed with so m
popular qualities to be allowed to confine his mini
tions to one congrepation. Churches in Londo :
throughout the country clairmed from him an cceasi
visit. If, indeed, he had had no other duties to
form, he ¢could not have complied with the half of
applications, and it ¢onsumed no inconsiderable am
of time to send courteous refusals. His heart indli
to comply with them all. Nothing gave him gre
pleasure, harmonising as it did with his earliest ta
than 40 go and cheer village churshes and pastor:
he sometimes questioned whether the state of
ment and euriosity which prevailed in the celebra
in which he was so offen expected to bear a pa
favourable to the production of such spiritnal eﬁ_‘é
compensated for loss of time and the interrupt
home services. He sighed over the problem, and,
contented to go on doing his best to meet its req
menty without pushing it to an absolute solation:
Whatever it was in his power to do for the ilxj,p_
ment of the religious life, especially of young :
London, he regarded as legitimately demanded ¢
The number of young men attracted by his m
was always great; and fully sympathising in theix

YOUNG MEN,

‘measure of amusement, and, in the case of thoze
y who were severed from their homes in the
‘01' the cheerfulness of social life, he very soon
1his Bible classes an association which embraced
ter programme a bright stecession of lectures,
¢ns, elocutionary and musical performances, and
+sial evenings for simple conversation and fellow-
This institution was maintained with great
d became sn essential part of the congrega-
é,éonomy-.' Tt was a rare thing for him fo be
from the weekly meetings of the season, and
: the one side le was hailed with enthusi-
‘felt himself, on the other, well repaid by the
knowledge which he acquired of a most inter-
gaction of his flock.
he came to Bloomsbury he was not unknown
or in Exeter Hall, which his voice and manner
I suited ; and when, on the eve of his settle-
ent to deliver a lecture there to the “Yeung
hrighian Association,” the chairman gave 80
n introduction to the presumed stranger from
try, thet the audience at first imagined it a
Jelieate irony, but, on. gradually discerning the
of the speaker, their merriment gathered
ntil, at the close, they buxst into a oood-hum-
come to their familiar acquaintance. He
pains in his preparation for these lectures;
wsh he sometimes took a plain and popular
siich a3 the character of Daniel or of Paul, apply-
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ing their examples to the 1ife of modern times, he g5
‘times threw his energies, under an overruling seiig
duty, into subjects of mors difficult treatment, A
ture on “ Mercantile Morality ” opened questions |
Ineans agreeable to some of the employers who
their patronage to the Association, but which he e
with no less fairness than fidelity. When the As
tion laid before him a request to deliver a lectw
the “Seventh Commandrment,” he took the matte)
serious consideration; and. although ke encoun
anguish in' its composition which he had not for
and which often made him bitterly regret that he
assumed the task, he went on to its close, A
audience, specially convened, heard it at Exeter ‘Hi
and it was considered by the most competent ju
combine in go high a degres the fearlessness, tender
and solemn persussiveness demanded by the su
that he was urged to deliver it a second time,
wag done to & similar audience in St. James’s Ha
was rewarded by having been made acquainte
~ at least one case not only of recovery from a vi
life, but of reconeiliation to God through
Christ, . :
Exeter Hell, it will be remembered, hecame th
of directly religious services during the time of
Internetional Exhibition. It is now hardly po:
recall the gpeculations and apprehengions which colle
about that novel gathering when its approach wi
templated, even from the religicus standing-poir
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in that a large number of foreigners of various
and creeds would be attracted to the metropolis,
sm it might be possible to offer opportunities of
5 worship on the day when, Ini aceordance with the
entiment of England, the deors of the Exhibi-
ould be closed ; and it was not less elear that the
jon of English-speaking strangers from most parts
. world would exceed the capacity of existing
{ worship to give them accommodation. The
race of Mr. Brock’s thought for the English ser-
in which afterwards he took the deepest interest,
in December 1850, and the formation of a
itbee followed in January 18351. A month
later he invites Mr. Binney, Dr. Beaumont,
dr, James Hamilton to dine with him at
Street, when these representatives of the four
tions wniting in the movement agree upon
sthods of servies. The second Sunday evening
sssigned to him, and after a most encouraging
f assemblies, the last Sunday evening having
sllen to him, he marks it with this Tief
‘Never preached with such feelings; the place

'y the abtention great; the Lord gracious! 1
ankfal for the suggestion of these services” It
inconsiderable degree in consequence of the
wakened by those meefings in the minds of
§.in all parbs of the country that the use of
ildings for the proclamation of the Gospel be-

ch more frequent. 'We shall see hereafter how
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large a shave was taken by the metropolis in thi
of evangelism,

As the church increased in numbers, new m
became necessary to bring its members into:
intimate communication with the pastor and
each other. Many of these succeeded for a
and, on losing their freshness, were sucesedi
othera, and these again by others, each accont
ing something, and all leaving the ideal uni
reached. Mr. Brock waz at no time a greati w
and the London distances on foot soon defeated
but by varicus means he succeeded in effecting
many visits to the actual homes of his pecpl
Jjournal bears frequent references to the wide
his visitations, such as “ about and ahout” ag ki
phrase was, “from Dalston to Pimlico;” but;
where age or sickness made it certain that i
find the object of his solicitude, he reckone
journeys, on the whole, unsatisfying. '
means of social religious animation during. th
was the meeting for prayer on Monday ever
was largely attended, and maintained for 1
of years with vital interest. Its manageme
marked by peculiar order and delicaey. On t
seaf, tha pastor glanced over the mesting, an
decided on those whom he desired to take audih
be intimated their names to the deacons ab.
who quietly proceeded to each one and menti
place hs was requested to ocoupy, No
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wnced, and no suddenness in the demand or the
assistance disturbed the calm of devotion, The
of the previous day; the circumstances which
risen In econneetion with the mission to the poor;
aly and anxieties of familics ; the temptations and
‘of the young, and the general wants of the people,
5d usually the materials of intercession. But fre-
ntly entire meetings were specially set apart, on the
Gegasion of any national erisis, or on the oceurrence of
vent of public interest to the Chureh of Christ, =0
ie heart of the congregation was kept sensible not
f:its own wants, but of its relations and respon-
ties to the world,
ese were added sectional gatherings of thirty
persons in private houses, where friendly inter-
as joined to biblical study, and in which he
reat support from a few intelligent coadjutors.
7 owever, that many were omitted from even
unions, he fell upon the device of inviting all
ad‘entered the church in a particular year, or in
g2 of two specified vears, to meet him at an
d hour on one evening, The principle of this
was ab onee so definite and so general that
ed numerous responses, and many interesting
S were the result. The comparatively trifting
ce of having made a profession within the
od was found to establish a point of sym-
he introduction which followed saved some

i great solitude” which the Roman said Tho-
. ) ¥
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longad to & “great city,” and which certainly is.
found, in congregations, both great and small,
was of eourse due on these oceasions to Mr B
hearty and frank matiner, to the genuine initerest w
he took in the inner and outer condition of every
and to what often struck even his infimate frig
with surprise, his power of recalling whatever h :
once known of the history of persons whom he had’
put seldom. . This facility of recollection, extendi
‘their Christian names and the most familiar pec
ties of their families, often startled as well as del
those who came to him under the impression thal
were all but unknown. A timid girl, coming to
her religious struggles, on merely making her &
ance would be met by a host of accwzate que
about her father and mother, her brothers and s
which would put her perfectly at ease. 4 lady
he might have seen but for a day in Cornwall or
cashire, on venturing to go into the vestry, in the
hope that he might by some effort be made to reca
would be greeted in & moment by questions alb
hushand, who, it may be, had met with an acel
gon, who had sailed for India, or a poor wom:
.they had together visited in her eottage; and fo
whom he would send messages of love, as friel
lived in his heart. '
This interest he expressed, to the deligh
people, on monthly Communion Sundays.®

# There was & oelebration of the Lord's Bupper ev,m‘y::_f_!_
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elf, as they retired, near one of the doors—teking
por on slternate months—he would shalke hands
11, and find time to put questions and get answers
conveyed much meaning to both sides. It was
m a merely formal greeting, bust, springing from
ine warm-heartedness, it gave gladness to many
essed spirib, not more at the moment than in
me. “L wish” says a struggling pastor’s wife,

fing to him from the wilds of Australia, “T wish I
vet hut one shake of your hand on a Communion
3 it would set me up for another year!®”

When I cannot overtake my people,” said Dr,
ers, “ I send them eards, which, though of small
ic, have great relative worth” At this busy
£ his life, that was the only kind of correspon-
which Mr, Brock could maintain, His guick
hies and direct address made it appropriste to
There was little in these notes but an iustinctive

eeling, which often produced in the Teceiver as
urprise at the promptitude of his information as
in the assurance of his $houghts and interces-
Ithough many of these brief missives have
served, end sent back from most parts of the
even from beyond the seas, it will not be
that only a few typical ones can be repro-
these pages,
ces like these, for instance, though few in
could not be without value to a widow in the
f her grief:—
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«He who wept with Mary and Martha,—who
did shed tears with them, and st down and talkedl
them,—even He administers the promises to you
the peculiarities of your grief. Let Him talkto you
comfort you, and give you resh in your goul! Gr
He in His power,—equally great in His brotherly Xin
ness and fellow-feeling and willingness to hel
commend you and your fatherless children to the
same care which made me and my widowed motherith
obj ech of ite regard many years ago. I can tell pers
ally that God is, in very deed, the ° Father o
fatherless’” .

This assurance must have been given with a
greater emphasis that he had a short time before
called to part with his mother, whom he loved
tender voneration. = Although the journey to N
Pevon was more arduoug than it is now, he wa
satisfied, at any of the eritical passages of his life,
he had seen his mother. “When perplexed by con
ing calls on leaving Collage; when the state
health at Norwich threatened his eontinnance
ministry ; and when he had under congideratio:
proposal to remove to London, he repaired to B
- as he preferred to eall Barnstaple, to spread his thi
before her, snd to receive her counsels, It w
six months after the opening of Bloomsbhury
when he heard of her serious illness. He has
her side, passing two nights on the road, and - gp
with her all the time at his eommand, one whol
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otes, “ to0 her comfort and my own” The visit
ver, Was soon followed by tidings of her death, and
is the record of July 12, 1840: “ Went to the
“with the remains of one of the best mothers in
orld. How much do I owe to her prayers on my
f17  And that of a few days later: “ At work for
iy. Felt as if T had lost the hbenefit of my
ar’s Prayers. But Jesus prays for me still” It
ch to be regretted that nome of his inmumerable

5 to his mother have been recovered.

% different style to the note last quoted, but with
o epirit and purposs, are these lines to a Chris-
worldly prosperity :—

fovernber 5, 1852.—God bas given you, I suppose,
‘gll things richly to enjoy.” Few indeed, very

there whose lot comprehends so many of the
of personal and domestic comfort ag yourg,—and
1ese there comes His daily blessing. May it
ar ampler measura than ever,—may it so come

1 shall find prosperity not & hindranee to spiritual
ness, but a help; not a snare, but an inducement
increasing devotedness to Glod. T have greatly
T reed of much grace in respeet to the responsi-
your position, - To train up your children in

i they should go; to act towards so many
‘a5 becometh the Gospel of Christ; to be

. o persons of undoubted worldliness without
_':sing your profession of separation from the
6 be what you are and yet he the humble, self-
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denying follower of the Saviour, must, I am very
assured, be a task of much difficulty, "

« Of this difficulty, however, none are so well assuy
as yourself ; and there is grace for you, my dear frj :
more than adequate to the necessity. Coming intg
midst of your responsibilities day after day fram ‘oo
munion with God, you will be strengthened td
aright, and cultivating the habit of constantly recog
ing God, you will go on through your several engsg
ments with composure and satisfaction. The fascina)
of society will not alienate you from the exerc :

* the closet ; the elegancies of life will not :indisposéfr'
to think of your laifer end; the position in w
Providence has put you will he made subservien
your purpess to ¢ obey God rather than man.”. _

« My beloved friend, you will really be helped f
on high. He who seeth you in secret implorin
gracions interposition will reward you opeuly.
friends, and these who may not be friends, will
knowledge of you thal yon are under Divine:
anee continually. Your experience will accord
that of many others, with mine among the rest; t
every case of peculiar responsibility being dey
upon ng, God will render to us, if we habitually
Him, sll-suificient help, Withouf ceasing will I
mention of you in my prayers. :

«T found all well on my return. What :
that! My wife well! William well! Georg
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h well! Ellen well] My servants well! How
wrent it might have been :
fters frequently go to the servants when he is
5t from home, A specimen of these announcing

1

aturn is dated
Wenai Straits, 25th August 1852— . . . I assure
that we are all exceedingly glad that the time is
 for our return home sgain. We have enjoyed
elves very much indeed, but -there is no place lilze
& after all. Few homes, I thiok, are so happy as
at Gower Street, and 1t i3 religion that makes it so.
uch hsppier you have been yourself since you
to fear and love God. I do trust, my dear friend,
#ill keep on and on to fear and love Him, Don't
give up the practice of private prayer and of read-
our Bible. It is ‘he that endureth to the end thab
a savel, How many have I known that did not
, to the end! I hope youwill. If either your
53 ar I can do anything to help you on your way,
1 do it most gladly. We will tell you anything
ou want to know, and be always ready to show
'_é.t we are your real Christian friends. Never ba
to ask us any questions or to make to us any
ts. Our desire is to make yon happy, as far as
¢ can. You too desire to make us happy : well,
‘the only way for a family to get on.
emember us to Maria. I hope she will give her
 Jesus before long,—why should she put it off
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atall? Letus be one in Christ. You will pray fo
and we will pray for you, that we may mest ang
on more comfortably than ever. Ilemember me "-;'r
kindly to Esther, Fanny, Emma, Eliza, and all

friends you are accustomed to see. All here join
very kind regards to you, with yours sincerely,

Chapter Thivteenth,

* More things are wrought by prayer
Than this world dreams of ; wherefore leb $hy voice
Fise like a fountain for me night snd day.
Far what are men better than sheep or goats,
That nomrieh a blind life withia the brain,
Tf, knowing God, they 1iit not bands of prayer
Toth for themselves and those who call them friend !
For eu the whaols round earth is every way
Eound by gold chaine abont the feet of God. "—Tennyson.

homes are 50 happy as ours at Gower Street;
1 religion that makes it so.”
s nndoubtedly religion that made it so; for
the harmonions natural action of diverse quali-
.the heads of the family—in the one a frank and
enderness, and in the other “ gentle command,
motherhood, and home, and pure affection "—there
{he habitual recognition of the authority and pre-
of God. Twverything was done with reference to
I and in dependence on His blessing; prayer
terwoven with all family incidents, changes,
prospects, A young relative,* who, on leaving
spent about a year and a half under Mr.
roof, says: “ Though I do not remember any

¥, 'W. B, Bliss, now minister of Belgrave Chaﬁ:al,- Leicester, -
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particnlar effect of his sermons, I cannot forget:
intersst of his family prayers. They were always sk
often not longer than from three to five minutes,’
they were so real, vital, and special to the necegsi
of the hour, that they seemed to ask everything
no more” There is a singular coincidence bhetw
this testimony and that of Mr. Resd: “His pray
were almost more remarkable than hig preaching,
especially his prayers in the family and on social o
sions, There was such simplicity, adaptation to
cumstances, sympathy with individuals and special ¢
ditions—such a realising appeal to the Lord, who seer
taken into, his confidence, together with such toug
of pathos as often left the party dissolved in tears
Tt can hardly be surprising, in the view of this
the parents should see their two sons and two d
ters successively avowing their love to Chriat
entering into union with His Church; nor will an
who has tasted the unutterable joy with which chil
are received from the hand of Grod o second time,
nobler nature and to an eternal felowship, be una
to account for the gladness of these words of the
to his first-hern . — _

+ “ December 13, 1853, —Your letter on Sunday no
wag most, mogt cheering, both to your dear mothe
myself. We wept for joy, and we have wepb
since. My dear hoy, the thought dees fill my
with joy. Few persons know more than T know
dangers which will beset your path. As I sai
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y week, many who were my hope have miserably
‘in the day of their femptation. I will look for
things from you. Why may I not? For one
as failed, I have known twenty who have holden
eir way, and who are holding on sfill. God iz
o make you stand. He has been my Helper; He
o yours. DBe assured that my brightest hope of
y first-borm, is so far realised. Let your profes-
e well maintained, and the realisation will be
o the younger brother, while yet at school, the fol-
j_]g lines were addressed ab & later period i—
December 13— . . . Well, pleaze God, we are all to
gt Christmas. Greatly -does this gratify your
and me; the more 8o 83 we really do hope to
Il together as a Christian family, Impossible it
“dear boy, for me to tell you what my joy is in
ype that you are seeking and serving God. To
my two sons ont-and-out gervants of the Son of
blessing of whose full valee an angel counld
ézk adequately. And I do regard it as cextain—
o soi—that you are a seeker with all your
: your own -salvation by Jesus Christ. Nota.
old T urge you beyond your convictions; but'T
‘think that you sre ou your way to heaven.
od | one here, one there.”
fatherly counsels to the elder oceur soon affer
¢ date in notes written chiefly in the intervals
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« Frome.—L wag sorry we had not an opporfuni
prayers before I left, especially a8 we are net to
for so Jong a time. T will set apart half an
Wednesday morning, from seven o'clock. Wil yo
the game? Then T will commend you to the Di
care; and the assurance that you will be kneel
the same time before God will be very helpful
I need not ask you to make espocial prayer for me
got through yesterday tolerably well. Mr. Sheppa
very kind and very intelligent.” ' )

“« Rochdale—1 could be annoyed by this had I
something better to do. By the by, don't yo
that active employment is o real preservative ag
annoyances ? I think that in proportion to our 0
pation in suitable and important undertakin
our gnperiority, or our actual insensibility, to the
vexations and mortifications incident to our d
Think over this, and give me your opinion of its
mess.”

A little later, from—

“ Obon,—It was once said to me very kindly.t
made my son too much my equal. I demurre
would always demur, to the statement. TFrom:
early period of yonr life I determined to make'y
companion in every possible way. I have gladl
g0, quite aware that T must be upon my guard
the contingent disadvantage. There was the dan
your hecoming too early independent of the res
which rightfully apply to your age and posi
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tod that you are alive to the danger, and that in
ngth you are resolved to resist it. Delighted
‘be to watch the operation of your devoub reso-
Your sarnest affort must needs be towards the
ble, the amiable, or, as Paul pute it, the Joa
2%, To be habitually mindful of that which is
others—to their age, to their relative position
yourself, to their weakness ¢ven, and their pre-
ssions—will be a great help to you”
Brock, though.really desirous of seeing his eldest
ving with him in the Christian ninistry, con-
it his duty to take no step, even by suggestion,
such & point, When his schoollife at Totie-
therefore, was finished by matriculation at the
ou University, he was sent to a mercantile house
City, with no apparent destination to other pur-
hough with the persuasion that, should the
f"ch.auge be demanded, these engagements would
& no unfavourable preparation for it. So little
ather influenced the son’s subsequent decision,
eared that its anmouncement might disappoint
thig is the response :—
rieylon, Oct. 26, 1854.—T have read your note
ep, deep satisfaction. I will hreathe the matter
iving soul, your dear mother excepted, who is
airs reading what you say. I am not surprised
least. Many & time has it occurred to me thas
uld turn your thoughts to the ministry. Again
have your mother and T talked of it as a
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possible thing. Friends, too, have frequently said
locked for it in due time.

“You mey have heard me say that I hoped neit
my sons would be & minister, I am quite awar
T have said so; but it has been when I have been
whelmed with a sense of my inadequacy to ful
duties, and when, as you lkmow, wy heart has b
grievously depressed. The anxieties of & minister
you are acquainted with from observation, and
gympathy with your father. They have arisen i
ease certainly from the gense of incompetency,
felt that I was equal to the demands upon me, I
that I could have borne the ordinary trials o
pastoral and ministerial life with a goodly meas
comfort.

“71 should never have deprecated your entrance
one ¢f the most honourable of all human cceups
Believe me, my dear hoy, I do wotr deprecate i
your intimation has filled me with delight wi
cannot express. God forbid that 1 should diseon
desire so spontancous! Whether you have the ;
site qualifications will now become the question
T will help you to ascertain.* I believe you hav
of them ; that you have them all in degres I guife,
There will be nothing more gratefnl to me than
with you, plan for you, and pray with you in refs
to the whole matter. Your mother sends kin
most sympathising love with your affectionate fat

. The inquiry into these “ requisite qualificatio
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with great deliberation. Thres years elapsed,
g which the church had full opportunity of observ-
e gifts and manner of lifs of the young aspirant
1o ministry, end then both affectionately and
innly expressed its helief that he had been called
; Lord to that work. . It was decided that the pre-
ory studies should be prosecuted at the University
he Free Church Collage of Edinburgh—institu-
which, in the same catholic spirit, throw open
classes te all seekers of knowledge without dis-
on of creed or country, Thither the student hav-
spaired to join in the same pursuits, his thenes-
intimate friend Mr. Frederick Hall Robarts, now
of Richmond Chapel, Liverpool, the following
ly note comes after him :—

iy, Fridey, Oetober 30, 1857—Thank God for
prosperous journey! Thank Fred for coming to
you: my kind love to him. T feel your loss pro-
y. Everything is affected by your absence, The
not the house of the last seven years; nor will

el and schoolroom be the same.

I'repine? Would I have you here? No. Take
our heart with all confidence. Traly do I con-
your movement; thankfully do I regard the
t have taken. Never had I a pleasanter per-
that the right thing hag been done throughout,

otwithstanding, you are away! Well, you

D write to me, and knowing now, a little, how

eason do come in to cheer, you will be ready
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with your words. Thankful beyond utberancs -
that we kept fogether so long. Not very many
steads have heen so much together as ours hag %
How very, very few half so happy!”

The cormespondence thus commenced was ke
steadily, at least every week. The father's letter, g
ally begun on Saturday, and ended after the wor
over on Sunday night, was despatched on Monda;
althongh often hurried, and always informal and ¢
dential, these notes will be not the less servicea
throwing light on the pastoral life in Bloomsbury
the period which they embrace.

It was a period, 1t will be observed, of great aé_
Mr. Brock, who began to be about fifly years o
snjoyed a more equal state of health than he had
ab twenty-five, and, during the ten years whie
lowed, his work in London may be said {o have r¢
its highest point of efficiency. The congregatio
tinued as large ag it could well be, and- the churé
grown to a magnitude which bore a fair proport

. The number of apparent conversions was
gre&t as it had been in earlier years, and some;
finds vecord in the diary on that account; but thi
ing season had in some measure given place & '
of fruit, and there certainly wag no want of evide
the grace of the Holy Spirit on the munis
institutions which had been organised for
struction-of the young and the old, for the car
sick and the pooy, for the recovery.of the fal

CHURCH SERVICES.

he preservation of forlorn children from the abysses
s__,i'pravity, opened up paths of useful exertion to all
s of talenj:s, and few escaped the contagion of the

ere arose about this time a general desire on the
of Christians throughout the country to bring the
spel cloger to the masses of the people. Noneonform-
ad freely used halls and theafres for that purpose
st of the chief towns, and a committee was now
in London to enable cleraymen of the Church
nglend to preach in Exeter Hall. On the eve of
tended services, howevar, the resident incumbent
fed his right to prevent clerical intrusion into
arish.  Some time afterwards he withdrew this
ion, but in the meantime it was supreme.

ar Church brethren,” says the weekly letter of No-.
er 9, 1357, “are in sad trouble through the incum-
f the parish in which Exeter Hall stands. e
its their coming into his parish to preach. The
aid o be perfectly on his side; at all eventg, the
anuounced for last night, under the immediate
of the Bishop of Tondon, was pub off at the

: hour. T shall Iook with deep interest on the
ngs of the brethren so baffled.  Will they, after
‘have said of late about the absolute need of

6 of routine to get at the masses, and after gll

& seen of the advantage of so going out—will
cumb to the canonical prohibition; or, true to
gelical instinet and call, will they preach, the
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prohibition notwithstanding? It brings them m
position of much responsib:ility,w—the working ¢ '
Tooking on all the time” :
“ Thursday, 10th November 1857.—Lord Shaftesbu
seemed bent to the last on fighting the inenmben
yesterday he wrote to me that he gave way, and b
us ‘God speed’ So b.¥. we start next Sunday. -
committee have handed to us their hymns, their s

handbills, and their litanies for our free use—mad

thousands of them. The thing altogether is exei
much attention. You will aid me with your pray
“that T may preach so that the people may belisve
“ Sunday evening, 22d November 1857.—The w
arrangements for Fxeter Hall went on, sfter Wed
day, altogether independent of me. Having, on Fri
evening, to meet Dr. Livingstone at Mr, Mudie’s, I
in for a goodly measure of remarks aboub the servi
from the hundred or more persons who were .
Dr, A, thought the whole thing ‘humbug;” D
thought it ‘ungenerous towards the Church pl
Well, notwithatanding all discouragements and e
gibilities, on I went with the sermon on which
got to work for the occasion (1 Cor, xv. 3, 4), glac
assure myself that many were offering prayer
behalf. |
 “To-night, all honour fo & prayer-hearing God
thing hag been anspicions. The hall was cram
to the last standing-place—fustian jackets and bl
by hundreds. I read the Litany. Everyb

CRIMEAN WAR, 21

ed. Notone thing went ‘wrong. Tell Ered, and

ourself, never to mistrust God, Only be sure
_He call you to occupy a place, then go with the
urance of His help. My morning text; referring to
‘state of trads, was Take no thought” God bless

vermore. I am tired. My wish was to telegraph
ight.” '
vangelistic services of this deseription continued to
"py attention during the next two years, and then,
We shall find, they assumed a more extended and

hose years, it will not be forgotten, embraced a
od of greab national anxiety through the cecurrence,
lose suceession, of the invasion of the Crimea and
Indian Mutiny., Mr. Broek, who was not merely a
ar, but a student of the public journals, ohserved
ubhtfully the course of events, and by oceasional
ons, 2nd in his public prayers, sought to raise him-
and his people above the passions of the hour, and
__mnnt the interests of all nations to Him « Who
th righteous judgment,”
took & keen interest, at a critical stage of the
gan War, in $he enterprise undertaken .at the
st of the Government by Mr. Peto, then member
rwich, who had offered the gervices of an
iplished engineering staff to construct a railway
should comnect the army with its supplies,
pedition, which was organised with striking
Piitude and completeness at the beginning of
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a winter darkened by terrible forebodings, carrisd

its dozen ships not only whatever was requisite fo
contemplated work, but all that could be thought

the well-being of the men—clothing which the un!i_g_

soldiers envied, surgeons, nurses, movable chume
libraries, and religions feachers. These last wer
locted by Mr. Brock from among those whom h;
tested in similer work in Norfolk, and they went:
sustained by the assurance of his prayers and bro
affection. The journals and letters which they'
larly trensmitted confirmed the confidence whi%‘;
had reposed in them, and added a special quality
satisfaction with which, at the close, he saw the pal
ism and energy of his friend, who, although deg]
all gain from the contract, had resigned his se
Parliament in order to perform it, fully appr
by both the country and the Queen,

His feelings were destined to be not less ex
the close of the military struggle in the Fast
Never, indeed, had the steps of & commander beer
with more general attention and emotion than't
Sir Henry Havelock when on his march to the’
Lucknew. The herois resolution of the leader;
votion of the small band of followers, the peril:
march, and the critical position of the English
faithless city, strained popular feeling to the
agony ; so that when the news of victory, ov
the moment by the death of Lawrence, were
by the annonncernent that Havelock too had:

SIR HENRY HAVELOCE, 213

he scens, & thrill of grief passed throngh the whole
When the first shoek was over, eager inquiries
respecting the previous history of the man whose
up to that period had searcely travellad beyond
essmnal circles and the friendships of private life,
:partial answers which found their way into the
: Pape.rs served only to heighten the gathering inte-
and religious persons egpecially, who learned, in
words of Lord Hardinge, that < Havelock had beer.
ymch & goldier and every inch g Christian,” de-
ded to be pub In possession of all the information
‘could be found, Mr. Brock, who had become
uamted with the General when he attended his
try at Bloomsbury, during a brief visit to England,
ad now aecess to authentic aecounts through Lady
Iock and her brother, Mr. Marshman, was led to
o4 thus expressed in o letter to his son:—
anuary 9, 1858 —It has occurred fo me that it
e seemaly if T preach a sermon on General Have-
‘decease. I have written to consult Mr. Marsh-

sue is thus told .—

inday eveting, January 17, 1858, —Again hag your
o be greatly thankful The congregation this
was overwhelming. The doors were shut and
mmediately after eleven, and then the stair

were, I hope, helpful. You know the text,
Mr, Marshman’s kindness T had facts enough,
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and facts of precisely the right kind for my three p
I preached nearly an hour to my comfort, and: g
rently to general’ satisfaction. The facts were en
to enwrap any congregation; they really are g]d_'

facts. The dedcons sent up a message that I
annonnce & re-delivery to-morrow night, T com'p'_

The delivery on the following evening to an. g
crowd brought upon him entresties for the publi
of the facts in one form or another.

« Tuesdoy, 10th Jamuary,” the diary notes, “ requs
to prepare a sketch of Havelock. Mused—troubl
agreed. (tod speed the hock 1™

To this work he gave all he could spare of the'
three wecks, the bugiest of the year, at the sem
meeting the popular impatience by again delivering
sermon, largely altered, to an assembly in Fxeh
when he was kindly supported by Lord Shaft
and Lord Panmure. :

The book, notwithstanding, made its appe
on the 6th of Maxch, and immediately entered
an immense circulation, When the oireums
under which it was produced are teken into
and parbicularly when it is remembered th
elass which understood the Christian qualities a
clags which appreciated only the military
of the man—each feverishly sensitive to thi
sentation made of ity favourite side of the "o
—alike insisted on being satisfied, # will not;
prising that criticism should, in some instanc
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nmed & severe tome. The temperament of the
thor made this unusual discipline somewhat trying,
cannot tell you,” he writes to his son, “how often I
ve wished I had never touched the book, Had you
with me here, I do not believe I ever should have
go, Still, as the thing is, I trust God will merei-
Iy bring good out of evil”
i Correct me,’” he writes finely to the same cor-
pondent on April 4, “is my prayer daily,—these
verities of the critics may he the answer. I believe
5 they have oceasioned much advantage aIready—
ititunl advantage, I mean—and to get any measure
that is always a blessing. To have one’s prayers
i orated, intensified, inspired, is for gratitude and
ise, On Saturday I felt somewhat driven to my
vrenly Refuge. I was a3 2 man shut up to God.
seerned nothing left to me but quiet, implicit,
ritestioning confidence in Hig sympathy with me, I
estored most graciously. I felt as if T had come
“tha secret place of the tabernacle of the Mogt
h’ My extremity was God's opportunity; T was
in the Lord indead!”
- was, however, from the first favoured with one
ony to the manner in which he had executed his
te task, which must have been peculiarly conso-
f t0 & nature go dependent upon sympathy, “Lady
Iock writes to me,” he says to his son, “¢ You
 be really delighted if you Imew what intense de-
your book has cansed us. I fael as if that memoir
jeen sent t0 me in 2 measure to heal up my hroken
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heart, and it will ever be my treasury—the next hog

in value to my Bible’” And though he had ns
claimed for the volume more than the character’s

preliminary “sketeh,” ending the preface modestly wi

the words, «The biographer of Havelock will be
Marshman ;7 yet Mr, Marshman, who had supplie
the documents which conld be found at the mom
after reading the book replied in these generous ten
“1 could never have written anything half so attrac
You know the feelings and the sympathies of thos
whose benefit and instruction. you write, and you
tounch the right chord. T should have been thinkin
Sallust, while you are more appropriately fixing:y
eye on Doddridge and his beautiful sketeh of the, h
of Prestonpans.”

No pains were spared in improving the editions w]
rapidly succeeded the first. “Incredible difficult
were of course encountered in -getting at «the: f
exactly;” but eventually “every page ” was scruti
by “an officer who was with Havelock thronghou
piege,” and maps and charts made everything of:
kind clesr. The little book, in short, after cross
first tine of hreakers, held a very honourable course
has heen accepted, both in the West and in th
as the accurate record of a striking passage of.
and an edifying delineation of a noble character.

* The publishers report that the sale has extended to:fom
thousand copies, besides those of the American and Tauchnf
It was largely cireulzted among the American troops during
War, aund continues to be a favourite book with the young'a
Qur oW1 ArIOY, :

Thapter Fourteentd,

¢ Amid the sheck and tramp of men
In cities huge, now lat me throw
Myself fail-weaponed on the fos,
Nor dream, nor rest, nor pause again.”
— Willicm Best.

“episode led to no diminution of the nsual work ab

sormsbury, but concurred with other causes in impart-

to- it @ fresh impulse. Thke remarkable religious
ening which took place in Ireland, and in some
of Scotland, riveted general attention; and
ugh leading to much speculation and some diver-
f judgment, did certainly produce fresh energy
nterprise in Christian work, The weekly leiters
young student at Edinburgh, as they fell axtlessly
he pen, touch on a variety of topies, bub indicate
‘clearly the gradual! expansion of this spirit of

Yecember 4.—1 was delighted with the account of your
o those needy ones. May our gracious Saviour
this Iabour of love a blessing to yourself and the
of your solicitude. Worthy of all acceptation
old Gospel prove itself, Perpetually will you

k with your capacity by means of its wondrous
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LETFTERS TO EDINBURGH,

messages to meet the strangest wants of our huma
T am delighted et your having such famous Pmc
supplementation of your College work,

“ My week hag been a busy one. Monday wen
a3 usual until evening, when after prayer-meetin
hegan our Bible class, with the largest number Wi
ever had. Tuesday I preached at Brompton, cam
to the opening of our new Refuge for Boys, an
went back. Wednesday, spent the evening wi
Bible-reading party, and on Thursday after preac
was again about and about among the people unti
evening, when the Maternal Society required my.
attentions and chaplaincy. We had a comfovting Ch
meeting last night : receiving fen and proposing n

“ December —Ig it quite so certain that ‘when
iz & will there iz a way?’ What does Paul mes
“to will iz prosent with me, but how to perfor
which is good T find not’? T think I am convi_m_i
guently of the wrongness or of the rightness of
when I do net act, or refrain from acting,—thong
sort of way I am willing too. I incline to th
that we need Divine help over and above every vol
we may form. I seem to need something mor
have iu myself, Think over this and give
result, Is our own power sufficient after all?-

“Keep near to God, my dear, dear boy. Our st
in the pulpit iz bom in the cloget. Do not le
devotion slip through your fingers. Pray form
pray for you”

THEOLOGICAL DIFFICULTIES., 219

December~——How well I nnderstand your diffieultics
election. I knew them at your age—I have known
gver since—I know them now. DBut there they

and if you give up all belief in election there will
er difficulties of equal intricacy and foree. Sem-
g are nobt always realities. To our ignorances
are perhaps actual contradictions: let us get rid
he ienorance, and the contradiction disappesrs. To
a mah, you think, is to reject him, Then ‘men
jected,’ you infer; ‘not being chosen of God they
surely doomed” But se far from dooming men,
eseeches them to return to Him and live, As it
ppears that none are doomed, © what follows,” you
ut that ‘none are elected’? Togicslly the cass
r3 to you complefe. But then, in come Scriptures
bundance fo disturb the conclusions of your logic.

ie are men who have been chosen to salvation (2

ii. 13): and all men are invited to salvation (John
What remaing but that we pub up with the
culty reverentially; and expound God's Word ac-
g to its meaning text by text.”
bpril ¥2.-—Texts to-day, ‘e that hath an ear let
éar what the Spirit saith nnto the Churches;’ < T
e way, the trath, and the 1ife” It was a gracious
hough my feeling was ome of intense regret af
efficiency of the preaching. Really I wondered-
ally at night, that the people wonld =it to listen-

sire came on me o have a prayer-meeting; so
8.35 to 8.50 we had one, nine-tenths of a large
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congregation staying. In the morning, when spea,
of Christ’s warning to the churches, I faid, < One ¢
that would indicate a senss of your duty as a ol
would be your spontaneous anxiety to bring onr nég
bourhood wnder more evangelical instruction w1t'
view to the conversion of the ungodly” Not an
had I of the fact—but some half-dozen bre
had been meeting at Mr. Harvey's during the
for that express purpese. I deem this a toke
good.”

“May 1.—1I heard your Guthrie on Frlday ak Qu
Street. ‘It pleased the Father that in Him shoul
fulnasy dwe]l’ “fulness for pardon, fulness for gax
tion” TInto the whole matter the man Just flung:
self con amore. Metaplor on metaphor, or some

like metaphor, to the very end. All nature
ransacked, and every living thing laid under cont'
tion to make a man feel, ¢ there now, perish if youn
Tt was to me most refreshing, softening, elevating
forting, I came away a better man. Vet the
would have cried out ferociously, and as for th
cians, they would have shouted in wrath. T sa
Guthrie,” *

“ May 30—Congregations good, but made up:g
of strangers.  Folk are actually flitting already.
room for others, you say; be it ao. This af I
teok a servics in Cumberland Market, Hampstet '
Text, Ps. xx. 5. Congregation .25 orderly and qu
a Quakers’ meeting, Number about 1200. T

THE FOLE-SERMON,

vices have been got throngh  Blessings on each of

ﬁmong the new methods was a papular service for
tking people in the afternoon of Sunday,
' January 22—~The folk-sermon in the afternoon
uglit from ten to thirteen hundred reople. Of all
mising services that we have ever had, I do think
5 afternoon’s was the chief. It was perfeetly beanti-
Not twenty of the congregation, so far as I know,
| Tever seen bofore. Smock-frocks and fustian jackets
¢ there by dozens, Thank God for this result. You
nld have rejoiced. Dr, Price, who was there, said it
assed overything he had ever sean. It may turn
izt to be & precedent for resl action wpon the masses.
ade neither mention of nor allusion to it this mom-
This evening our congregation was immense. I
med to feel that the Master was there.”
t, James's Hall gets hired for similar services, in
¢h he takes his turn, while for those in Bloomsbury
btains occasionsl help from others :—
'F%bﬁm"y 26.—In the middle of Jast night I awcke
h a sore throat. Arose tremulons and dejected,
hed myself a layman; thought of prayer for me, of
among the rest, and took heart. Morning text,
10. Ju the afternoon went, with fear and trem-
to St. James’s Hall : < Neither do I condemn thee”
guificent spectacle! Soldiers, bearded artisans,
sort of ‘people, clergymen here and there; five
to one woman: 3000 immortal souls! Throat
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mended; a strange and unexpected relief! I
5.30. Changed, abluted, and went off to Bloomsk
Throat cured by the services of this really heavy

The cathedrals, with their grand spaces, at lag
the populace welcome.

“ 8. Paul’s has been overflowing to-night fo th
of Ludgate Hill ; Westminster Abbey is to be o
in a week or two, and Ezeter Hall before long,
an element of doubt is there as to their being all
—our chapels into the bargain. It isreally encounsy
to see tho readiness to hear ahout the Goape] ¢
where. You and Fred have fine prospects. T
God for that. Be as diligent and devout as possi]
these precions years of preliminary preparation
to know how men think., Be masters of the m
aeting on men. Have the material wherewith §
on them emotionally, intellectually, morally,
may well tremble, you may well rejoice. Ex
great things, attempt great things. Logie and X6
Tor ever! o devount heart over and above all!”

In o few weeks Iater:—

“We looked for o smaller congregation, seein:
St. Paul's, Westminster Abbey, Exeter Hall, a
-James’s Hall were to be open for public service
ever, though these places were all crammed,:
bury was ag erammed a3 ever. The phenoniei
really remarkabls, the prospect arising from :
very encouraging. If God’s Word does not et
Him void, and if by the foolishness of preac
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plishes Hig purposes of mercy to mankind, what
we not hope for from this amount of metropolitan
ing and' hearing? Our want is now especially
pirit of grace and supplication, Were He, ¢ the
it of Truth,’ to put forth His might, the results
d presently be immense. Be it yours, and Fred’s,
‘mine to invoke His blessed advent ! -
f:t‘he foll-sermon was presched this afternoon by
yman Hall: the very thing! Plain, graphic, loving,
ot, evangelical throughout: ‘Is it nothing to all
hat pass by ?’ Illustrations manifold, appeals
ont, tone excellent, impression fine through and
ugh. The evening congregation large and atten-
I got too vociferous and pugnacious, buf geemed
ako hold all round. ‘Taney e trumpeter in the
of a battle disporting himself with a voluntary
bugle. Fool! But how scientific and artistic it
What has he to do with the artistic and scientific
n# His only business is to sound out the orders
captain to meet the emergency. So with you
Fred and me.  Qur business is to speak out orders,
e people, hearkening, may get up and fight. A
ght too! TLet our sound be audible, digtinet,
ul; the summons of men to their fellows to
themselves to arms, lest they be led captive hy
il ab his will.”
> services were accompanied by manifestly
d religious convietions.
dnesday,” he writes, “ was given to inguirers at
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the vestry from ten te ons, from three to five
fromt six to nine. Not one five minutes
alone throughont the day.. Between forty and
persons came, msny of them with staterment
God's dealings with them which did my heart:
Of course I must see them again and again before
can decide, but the large proportion of them,
no doubt, are converted to Ged, and the converst
not & few took place at Bloomsbury. The Mission
too was mentioned by several with much grati
God. We had a most refreshing Church mesting
night, The tone of the meeting was beautiful
numbers very large, and subsequent chat om
another very gratefal. .

“ Qur communicants this afternoon very. nearl
the chapel downstairs. I merely read the scer
Gethsemane out of Matthew at the Lord’s Supp
was really edifying., To realise all that ago
apprehend it as an actual thing done and s
for oumselves—to come with Jesus apart in
garden and see Him Wl'est]ilig, striving, shrink
but yielding—that sets onr wrongness right, and
ug away to glorify as well as to glory in His n

“T do earnestly hope,” he says in a little whil
“that some stir is observable amongst us. Th
surely is not going to be paramount! Wha
hinder :.our witnessing erowds inquiring the
heaven? ‘Whosoever shall call on the nan
Lord shall be saved” Now if all London she

DRURY LANE THEATRE.

llers, who shall declare that any one of them shall be
it away ¢ There 1s halm enough and there is a
ysiclan ommnipresent and"ali-sufficient.”
The spirit of faith thus expressed was widely diffused,
d led to various new forms of evangelisation. It had
come plain enough that the congregations attracted
‘the special services in the cathedrals and public
4lls consisted of persons by no means unaecustomed
public worship, and that if the unconguered hosts
re to be won over, the banner of peace must be borne
11 nearer to them. It wag therefore determined, in
fface of discouragements from unexpected gusarters,
attempt to subsidise the theatres. An application
he use of the Theatre Royal in Drury Lane wag
ourably entertained by the lessee; but when the
npany of actors came to learn whet was intended,
y joined in a remonstrance, and finally declared that
he step were taken they would reckon their engage-
sdissolved. In this position the manager requested
be released from his promise, and the negotiation
The failure turned cub to be rather an advan-
for it led to the occupation, which was readily
ceded, of the “ Britannia,” & similar building among
Thore nacessitous population surrounding Hoxton,
h first service was held on the rSth December 18 59,
Mr. Brock volunteered to preach, and Mr. Binney
Mr. Morley volunteered to gtand by him. The
f such a thing seems to have surprised the people

eighbourhood as much as it had disgusted the
P




THE “BRITANNIA”

actors of Drary Lane. A missionary whose distri
in Shoreditch says of the notices which he dighr]
in the previcus week, “ These bills created quite a
sation. Scarcely any one would believe them, ﬁ_"_'
likely,’ said oms, ¢ that & parsen would go on the
to preach’ ‘Waell’ responded a street ballad-g
“I shall be at the “ Brit,,” and chanee it*"—g, resql;
which seems to have been widely formed, for longl'i
the doors were opened thousands were waitin
admission. The “green room,” however, was s
a state of alarm, The deep springs had at lag
reached, and the place was flooded with a popul
utterly strange to religious usages. The tumalt
“appalling, and some hearts were beginning to fail,
Binney looked upon the roaring waters from heh
curtain, and, returning to the room, drew Mr
agide, and whispered, “ There is no hope hug in pra;
On the spot they knelt and asked for courage and':
ing. Mr. Brock's only record of what followed,—F
the brief entry on his return home :— Decembap
—The apprehended evening. God most i
Wonderful!"—is found in a note written on tha
to a young friend whom he i3 counselling to st
in some place of danger. '
“#Our * Britannia’ opening would have deligh
out and out. When I got there the street was ¢
At last I gob in, and heard noises that beat
I had ever heard in my life. Really, until
came for beginning, I did not know what t

'THE FIRST THEATRE SERVICE, 227

yelling, whooping, cafealling, and ail thas, princi-
ally, however, from a bad lot in the upper gallery,
“When I rose and said, ‘Now then, there wag a general
ush ! hush !'  Quietness came more and more upon
e audience, and anything more attentive ¥ou mnever

ke liberty which had been obtained for the clergy,
ugh a Bill introduced to Parliament by Lord Shaftzs-,
iy for removing vexations restrictions as to the num-
and places of public meetings, enabled them to
Ty on & parallel enterprise in similar buildings; * but
Ty strong feeling against the desecration of religion,
ch it was imagined to mvolve, for some time eln-
rassed their action, The matter Was even brought
e the House of Lords, and the Episcopal be;ch

ed irreverence; but Lord Shaftesbury seized the
tunity in an elaborate speech of oxhibiting the
ert of ungodliness which remained untouched and
v unapproached by any of the Churches, and the
atened opposition was warded off
The Act did not tonoh the rights of the parschis] clerey nor the

ty of bishopy, It simply repealed enaotments orips
Tity o ‘ ; originaily f :
vess the Linddites, and restoved the law to ite state J;Jriz;n:fj
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After several years of distinet action, Churchme
Noncorformists formed the «United Committe
Special Religious Services in Theatres, Halls, and
sion Rooms,” under whose direction the operations h
continued to the present hour. In their Repo
187576, it is stated that three millions and & hal
persong——a number neatly squal to the populatios
Tondon—have attended the services. The London
Mission, which has rendered essential ald in gathe
up the results of these instructions, has recorded ma
delightful proofs of their usefulness; but thei
igsues surpass human powers of observation.®

These activities were closely followed by the
War in the Wast, by which the heart of England
almost as much moved as it had been by her own;
recent conflich in the Bast. The views which
Brock bad long entertained on Slavery naturall
bim to look on the struggle in its hearing on &
stitution; and althongh he did not believe thab
“helligerent fought divectly for jks abolition, he held
the greatest hope of thab igsue hung on the ult

# Although religlons services in the theatres of London
the air of novelty in 1859, they were not reslly new. Az
Fabruary 4, 1836, the Rav. Riehard Enill thus writes in hi
respecting a theatrs formerly well known in the ity —

t¢ Tn ihe evening preached in tho theatre, Milten Stresty
called Grul Bireet. The mcone was novel and very affectin
bozes full, gallery full—chiefly with rude childrer, aff
maberials for future labourers. Lord blesy the efforts of Thy
iliumiuate and sanetify hearts in that neighbourhood ! '~ Zife9,
e 230 .
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ipremacy of the Northern States, e steadily sought,
. he had done in similar circumstances before, to raise
s people, and, as far as he had the power, the publie
ind, ahove the exciting details of the controversy, and
j fix their faith in Him who was overruling buman
urposes, and “ working all things after the counsel of
‘When he heard that the industrial elasses in Lanca-
iive, face to face with hunger, had refused sympathy
ith the Southern Confederacy when it seemed to
old their lives in its hand, he was profoundly moved.
¢ felt that a body of people who had instinctively
ierced throngh all sophistries to the heart of the ques-
n, and declared that they would starve, or, in their
vincialism, # clem,” soonper than side with a Govern-
nt which had published its intention to hold fcur
lions of men in slavery, ought to be upheld. With
whole soul he aroused his congregation to bear
ir paxt in the world-wide beneficence which, month
ar month, nobly fed a million and a halt of people,
0, in a gpirit not less noble, accepted the boon.
It will not be forgotten how the national anxiety
¢pened into distress when war between England and
Federal Government became imanipent, in conse-
ence of the seizure of two Southern citizens -while
¢ the proteetion of the British flag—an outrage for
h it was indispensable to demand apology and re-
tion. There were not wanting journals on both
of the sea which sought to blow these angly




DEATH OF PRINCE CONSORT,

embers into a flame, and never was thers among Cl
tian men in both nations a more solemn earnestne;
- prayer that the calamity might be averted. Mz, By
under a deep sense of duty, complied with a requeg
preach o germon at this crisis in Exeter Iall; and
service having been fixed for the evening of the
December 1861, it becams identified with & ealamit
a different but most solemn and touching chareast
Tlhe Prince Consort, whose illness had for some ti
filled the country with solicitude scarcely amoux;
to alarm, died on the morning of that day. The n
which reached most congregations before the m, :
services, met Mr, Brock as he entered his vestry:
overwhelmed him; and he was unable to preach:
on ascending the pulpit he poured forth from the de
of hig heart & prayer, accompaﬁied Dby extraordinary
stiil vividly remembered impressions on the peopl
the evening he kept his engagement at Exeter Hall
mnltibude already deeply awed by the pressure of
donble gorrow. On giving out his text— He shs
be afraid of evil fidings; his heart is fixed, tru
the Lord ”—he burst at ence into the words :—

“ Evil tidings, alas! my brethren, are in the mid
us to-day—evil tidings, for which we are whelly
pared. Woa can hardly believe it yet; it seerﬁe
but an idle dream. We are like men who reel
fro: when we are forced to apprehend the fact
very much at our wit's end. The Prince Cong
dead and gone. The Sovereign of these resl
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w. Our beloved Queen is left in lonesome—lone-
e because in queenly—solitude to mourn. She has
rdly recovered the agony occasioned by the death
-one of the best mcthery in the warld, before she 13
gited with yet severer agony by the death of one of
2 best husbands in ths world, Men, brethren, and
hers, 1 ask your gympathy for your Queen; I ask
ur intercessions with God Almighty on behalf of
ur Queen; I appeal to your evangelical loyalty now,
4 [ entreat that. you will say as you have never sajd
fore, and that you will say in regard to her poignant
d overwhelming grief, * God save the Queen!’ None
& CGod can save her. .Amidst the sorrows of her
dden widowhood, from Him slone can coms ths
gidee to help her in the time of meed. In your
vate retirement, in your fatilies, and in your seve-
. churches, T ask that, with one heart and with one
ul, you will entreat the Most High to save her from
straction and from despair; and she will know, even
he multitude of such thoughts ag hers must he, how
's comforty can delight the soul.”
hen passing to the topic which had been announced,
eaped up into an oppressive accumulation the evils
jich war would bring, and then disclosed the relief
h trost in the Lord would bring.  His argument in
ar of prayer was defended at the close after this
teristic manner :-—
An objector asks e, ‘Is it the preacher's doctrine
God will perform miracles on this occasion ¥’




232 | PRAYER FOR PEACE.

No; I tell you what the preacher’s doctrine is :
doctrine i3 that God will answer prayer, and fnlf!
mises on this occasion, And if another ohjector's
me, * Do you not know the arguments that can be u
against the prevalence of prayer—even peradven
against its propriety * I answer, © I know what §
arguments are, and I readily make the adinission th
I have sometimes, by some of those arguments, hg
held in suspense; but I tell you how I have passed 0
of the sugpense. God in the person of His only-be
ten Son has given us commandment to pray, and
has given us encouragement to pray. So, all the A
ments notwithstanding, I take the commandmen
obey it, and T take the encouragement to trust it
heap no contumely upon the arguments. T utter
malediction upon the men who employ them. W
I say to them is this, < Brothers, you must be fur
mentally wrong somewhere, becanse that whic
deny, the only-hegotten Son of God distinctly affi
and by His affirmation 1 not only abide myself,
ask my counirymen fto abide alse” And I say th:
is revealed fo us that humble and evange]icai-'p' '
finds its way to the ear of that sovereign ard co
sionate Jehoval to whom I referred just now, an
upon such prayer He has been pleased to suspen
exertions of His power. He will be inquired of
want Him to interpose for the prevention of a Gal

or if we want His deliverance or His aid; an
inquired of, that interposition and that aid will eb

ANSUWERS,

‘Yon praying for the President of the United States
his colleagues—God, directly and indirectly, will
upon the President and his colleagues, You pray-
for the press of the United States—God will act,
rectly and indirectly, upon the press. You praying
v the pulpit of the United States—God will act,
irgctly and indirectly, upon that pulpit. - You praying
the Congress and the Semate of the United States—

| will act, directly and indirectly, upon that Con-
s and Senate. Ay, and you praying for the people
the United States, that the angry and reckless cnes
ong them may be out-voted by the coming out at
of the thoughtful, and intelligent, and religious to
eir proper position and their proper work—you pray-
g for that, and God, directly and indirectly, will work
von the people. And then, back o yourselves and
pir country: you praying for our Premier and his
eagues, for our Parliament and our press, for our
t and our people—God will act, directly and
idirectly, on the United Kingdom, as well as on the
ited States; so acting that these evil tidings, it may
‘will not reach us after all; so acting that these
adful compound calamities will be averted; so act-
hat, instead of the devil's war-whoop, there shall

the angels anthem, .

One of the happlest, if not the happiest, Christmas

‘world has ever seen since the Incarnation, will the
aching Christmas be, if, in the meanwhile, God
thus hearken to our prayer, shall sympathise with
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our solicitude, and grant us our desire, Ireompar
transcendently grand was the song of the angels
thrilled and reverberated through the hills of Jug
but; ch! ineffably and sublimely grand will the &
song be as it rolls along the waves of the Atlinf
< Glory to Giod in the highest, peace on earth, and ‘gon
will towards man!’” .

He always believed, and it was the general Pe_rgu
gion of Christian men in both countries, tha
prayers had been heard when, through one Wo
the President, the tumult of the people was sud
gtilled, and there was 4  great calm.” :

@Chapter FFitteenth.

**We receive bat what ws give,
For in cur life nlone does Nature live; . . . .
And from the sonl itself must there be sent
A sweet and potent voice of itz own birth,
Of all sweet zounda the Life and element.”
— Coleridye.

- demands of pablic life did not leave much time for
al or society; but with his extremely social tasbes

rock was at home with all kinds of people who
& disposed to be on friendly terms with himself,
ften ran off to those of his friends who lived in
ountry to spend a day or two before some public
agement ; and after he had rebounded from its pres-
he would collect all his children and repair to
nham, Hampton Court, Virginia Water, or other
sible rural spot near town, where he would become
of themselves to their exuberant delight. He
Iy sought knowledge from the conversation of
‘of superior attainments; and there were some
prig his gtated hearers, such as Dr. Henry Foster
wder and Dr. Murch, his former tutor, in the evening
¢ir lives; Dr. Price, whom he wag acoustomed,
student, to hear at Devonshirs Sguare, and Dr.
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Davies, the learned and affectionats Orientalis
Regent’s Park College, whom he delighted to
near him. He liked, too, to draw into diseussi
their own topics persoms whose purswits had lajy
other fields than his own, such as Shendan Ki
the dramatist, Edwin Ransford, the professional ;
and George Lance, the painter,* all of whom for
time attended his ministry, and united in holj;;
munion with his Church, He had a special inter
the conversation of eminent missionaries, enterts
them for weeks in his own house, that he might b i
acquainted with themsclves and the peopls amon '
they had lived, He formed in this way a close iut;
with Mr, Knibb and Mr, Phillippo, and enthusigs
loved Dr. Livingstone. '

His continuous absences from Lendon were
mosh part limited to the few weeks of August.
Le went into Switzerland with his two boys, H
tours in ‘Wales, in Ireland, and in Scotland, wh
one occagion a fall from the top of a coach, fror
he was raised in & state of insensibility in a-
remote Tegion, had almost proved fatel. The.
his native eountry in which he moest delighted |
southern counties assoeiated with his early life
visit, & guarter of a century afterwards, to il
remembered scenes of his courtship in Glouce
he affixes the note, “ The most pleasant vaca
ever had!”® But Devon, which was first, W

* Note . .'

7] SUMMER TOURS. 237

¢pest in his heart. He writes to a friend from Tlfra-
b during one of these pleasant sojourns: “The
gighbourhood here is really of the highest order. I
.1 no idea of the grandeur of the scenery which lies
st the indentations of this North Devon coast. A
-s;nal vigitor could have no idea of it, I have been
o before, but mever had T a eonception of what i3
snifested of the Hternal Power and CGodhead.”
few days afterwards he writes fo the same corre-
sondent — '
'The day is one of the loveliest I have ever known:
one ipple on the ses, ot a sound but the hum
Lich comes softly up from the shore-—not 2 suggestion
it such as delights the inmost heart! Every day we
iplore some fresh scene of beauty: in every direction
ing out or in wpon some instructive manifsstation
our Father’s wisdom and power. We are looking
or wild flowers, according to the directions of Dr.
cmson at one fime, and for anemones and madre-
o5 aceording to the directions of Mr, Giosse. ab
iher. I have several speeimens of the anemone
on my table, which we have secured at low water.
of them is beautifully open while I write, and
terday, greatly to our gratification, a young one was
0 our litfle vessel. Tt seemed to be, in habit and
_as much an anemone as its parent! A lovely
of blue points encircles the basis of its tiny ten-
2,




SCENES OF BOVHOGD.

‘the scenes of my boyhood. 8o we arranged thy
should leave the mail-train at Tiverton last T
night, and that T should mest him there. We did’
maost anspicicusly; and after resting ab a little
side inm, truly Devenian in all its appointments
started in a homely phaeton for Culmstock, wher
mother was born, and where my grandfather, a I
descendant of Vincent Alsop, one of the eje.efed m
ters, preached for fifty years, My boy was aﬁ'ectedi
g0 was 1, as I told him of one incident after anotﬂ
‘my fatherless childhood. Then in the same homiés
. -vehicle we went by a most suggestive road to Hx
my birthplace. There T became almost tha * ol
eloguent’ as I showed William the old schoolroot
the old bathing-place and the old meeting-house;
my father was wont to give out the hymns with:
his arms! Most interesting of all to us was my faf
grave in the churchyard out among the pypsies, -
years ago the feeling against Dissenters in that
was 80 strong, that a corner of the churchyard
epart for them and the gypsies! From Honits
went on to Sidmouth, where I was apprenticed;
1Tived in a most nngodly family for eight years;
heard the word of life to my salvation ; and the
having really persscuted me for my religious p
1y employer admitted that it was no bad thi
~ have = gaint for an apprentice,”

To these home expeditions e added, one su
voyage to Norway. A party of gentlemen whicl

VOYAGE TO NORWAY.

ted to join, sailed from Hull on Saturday, and on
inday, being well out on the German Sea, Sir Thomas
éla,nd, who was on board, and whom he afterwards
ned highly to esteem, proposed that they should
14 divine service, and that Mr. Brock should preach.
s he did, after reading the Liturgy, Sir Thomas bravely
ading the responses on the unsteady deck. Having
en received b Christiania with great hospitality, they
{fended the meebings of the Storthing, and afterwards
¢ somé aequaintance with the scenery and manrers
the eountry, which subsequently did good service in
ctures to audiences in Bloomsbury and the Beven
3. :
ut after eighteen years’ eontinuous labour in London,
geurred to his friends that a somewhat lengthened
nee in a perfectly new scene might revive his ener-
. and bring him back with fresh force to the closing
paign of life. The first project entertained was that
| journey to Palestine, which, of course, had many
actions, and to whick he was for & time inclined.
-on reflection he saw that the difficulties overmas-
d the advantages. He was neither a great walker
good rider, and he was on the point of corpleting
hird score of his yesrs. He turned therefore from
ast to the West. His interest in the United States
f much earlier date than the Civil War, which he
nst followed to its close. He had formed the ac-
tanee of many eminent Americans, such as Bishop
aine and the Rev. Baron Stow of Boston, with




240 VOVAGE TO AMERICA.

whom he occasionally interchanged letters on
questions. The Senate of Harvard College also h
1860, conferred wpon him the honorary degree of Ty,
of Divinity; and although he declined to use the
until his chureh, six years aféer he had recei
passed 2 resolution urging him to do so, he wag fi

sengibla of the honour which one of the most d’;g-

guished of the Transatlantic universities had g
him, On the whole, therefore, he felt assured that
visiting the country he wonld be received with:e
ality, and would find around him a large field of ra
and Instruction, -
His deacons, in the spirited and generous man
which they had always treated him, provided
themselves the entire cost of the journcy, besides:

pily secwing for him as a eompanion hig f‘mend
Eev. R. H. Marten, BA., of Les.

Some passages from eommunications which M
made to his friends during the journey and shortl
his return will serve to indicate the line of rou
preserve gome of the reflections which were awak

THE VOYAGE _

« Fifth Avenue Hotel, New York, 1st May. 186
We reached Queenstown on Sunday the 22d Apri
remained there until the evening, having had
good service on board, Mr, Nolan officiating, T '_
24th were stormy, the wind blowing a heavy gal
was nob af all ill, and did really enjoy the turbt
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e wide waste of waters, I know now what Atlantic
ayes are, and what it is to enjoy eonfidence in God
hen they are running ‘ mountains high’ The 2gth
d 26tk were most beautiful days, with scarcely a
ple on the waters, On walking on deck, I found at
ast thirty people whom I knew more or less, and they
were all kind, Early on the 27th we approached the
anks of Newfoundland, and for thirty hours all was
jpick fog. Then I was struck with the vigilance of the
ptain both day and night. One met him everywhere,
th his eye in all directions at once. By twelve o’clock
the 28th the fog was behind, and all was again beau-
ul, Next day was all that & Sunday at sea could be.
e had service, Mr. Nolan again officiating; the cap-
n, however, this time reading the pra.yers himself.
e thing struck me painfully. When the ¢ Absolu-
\’ came fto be 1ead, the captain pave way to the
gst, who alone stood and alone spoke; he alone had
ority in the greab matter of remission ; the captain
one. Of what iz this the germ ¢”
Washington.—Soon after our landing, after & plea-
voyage of nine days, we went away to the South as
Fort Monroe, in Virginia. We took Washington
ir way, where much attention was shown to us.
ad interviews in private with the President, with
al Secretaries of State, with General Grant, and
Chief-Justice Chase. The last gentleman invited
dinner, at which several senators and other digni-

era present, The chaplain of the Senate was
Q




WASHINGTON.

requested by the Vice-President to ask me to ope
house with prayer. I did 80 with real pleasure, an

.a kindly feeling towards our dear old country. Anof
expregsion of kindly respect was given ms byt
quest thab T would preach before the Congress o
. following Sunday. Arrangements were being ma.da
my doing so, when by an accidental obstacle, wh_1_'_.
wag too late to remove, the Hall of Representati
where the serviee was to be, was rendered unfit for_::
I occupied, however, the ordinary pulpit of my fii
the chaplain, when the audience, as the newspa
reported, was ‘ both numerous and select” Let m
forget to mention thet I not only walked round
the place where President Lincoln was assassinated,
that I saw the very place itself, and had personal
course with those who were with him when ke
Tt delighted me to be assured that he died in urd
fellovwship with Christ.” |
« Richmond.—From Washington we went still
south to this ciby, going down the Potomas by ster
to a point ealled Aegnaia Creek, and thence by:r_a
Immediately on landing at Acquaia, we found o
amid the signs of wreck and ruin from the war
painfully than we had been bhefore. Burned
balf-demolizhed beildings, remnants of entren
and stockades, displaced rails and sleepers, fragn
military accoutrements, and many other tlings
told of the strife which had been raging just th
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v way we passed the house where ‘ Stonewall® Jack-
n had been taken in to die; a brave man by all
counts, and as goedly as he was brave: like onr own
velock, a veritable szint of God.

“The whols aspect and tone of Richmond was de-

ressing.  Bverybody seemed to us to he under a clond.

mehow, whether in the streets or in the hotel, there
s an apprehension about us which came oceasionally
ry nigh to fear. T confess that hefore T had been
ut the place an hour, I was anxzious to get away.
fowover, there were some things which it was well to

ge.  When the army of General Tee had nothing left

do but to evacuate Richmond, the command was
1 to set fire to the city in different places at the
e time, so that it should, if possible, be burned to
- ground before General Grant could arrive. The
m and ghastly spectacle was before us. Richmond
idst ibs ruins was a commentary on Richmond in its
sperity., In its prosperity slavery wag ity glory and
boast—a gracious ordination of J ehovah, o system
ose overthrow would be for ever to be deplored,
was the settlod belief in Richmond, the belief of
nistexs, of its merchants, of its tutors, of ite statess
of its pehoolboys, of its traders of every grade;
elief, moreover, of its wives and danghters and
8! This was declared in the proclamation of the
Pregident of the Southern Confederation, and the
stration lay before us in shackles, whips, slave-
s, and branding irons, Not te think of retribu-




CHICAGO.

{ion, therefore, was impossible, as one paced the
choly desolations, and stumbled over the scarcelv
tinguished embers of a conflagration which had.:
suicidally kindled.. Tn its infatuation the clty
attempted to destroy itself.”

After vigits to Baltimore, Cincinnatl, Loms*?ﬂle
other Western cities, the travellers found their
to the shores of Lake Michigan, and spent

A SpxpaY AT CHICAGO,

«In the course of the Saturday, the day afte
arrival overnight, some Baptist brethren called on
our hotel, and requested that we would preach for
on the following day. In great kindness, however
took our declining in good part, and we had th'
spect of being quiet worshippers and gratefual learn
the house of the Lord. Early on Sunday morning,
ever, I was called for by a gentleman who was:
ghould be glad to see Dr. Evert's Sunday-scho
that the Sunday-school would be glad to see me
accordingly we went amidst the heaviest rain.
America—the distance being hard upon W
The accommodation for the several classes am
school altogether surprised me. There was
fountain playing right before the desk of the
tendent; there were several sorts of ferns and
there were veses of flowers about us in all di
There wag an organ with its organist. There wer
“modations, both for teachers and scholars
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stme our own Sunday-school autherities have never
amed ; and bothk teachers and scholars were every-
ng, apparently, that they ought to be. I have seen
othing of the kind more admirable, in all respects,
lian the Bible classes and the Sunday-school of Dr.
Evert’s church.
At the hour of prayer I took my seat in the congre-
ion, struck ab once by the character of the building
which we were assembled. It was impossible to
0id looking carefully around, as you may believe,
iwhen I tell you that although by no means a very large
ce, it cost about £35.000 sterling, Excepting that
fegsional singing, which really becomes more and
ra offensive, the service was greatly conducive to
s gpiritual good. The Sunday afternoon was gpent
a large mission school, where some twelve hundred’
efsons were Tecelving religious instruction in different
5. Coloured people, both old and young, ahounded,
4 most pleasant was it to see in this sehool at Chicago
our was made of no account, All were intermingled,
ell the teachers as the taught; and to an onlooker
myself it was evident that God had fashioned their
fte alike. ] spoke such words as sesmed to me
8 in season, but the time for spealing them was
ed, as nearly two-thirds of the afterncen was
pied in services of song. Agsin I guestioned the
égers, and again I was assured that these abound-
musical services are deemed evangelically advan-
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tageous. After a good deal of consideration, T st

venture to doubt this.

«The Sunday evening was spent in retiremen
ruminstions a little chastened by the thought the
was five thousand mmiles from home, and that T m

I could resume the companionships and the lab
which I so much love, Then cams the preci
thoughts of a Providence which counts the very b
of our head, and orders our steps onc by one. Ra
there came preemus thouahts of a Father who does 1

¢ In secret silence of the mind
My heaven, and there my God I find."”

On passing into Canada the interest of the jo
did not diminish, and the personal addresses and
nitions which are made with so little ceremony it
mixed populations seemed rather to Increage.

DroLL INTERROGATIONS.

“ Both at Toronto and Kingston T fell in with P
whom I had known years ago at home. Now and:
indeed, what was meant for a recognition turné
mistake. ‘What to make of myself at last I could
tell. Omnce T was taken for President Johnson; an
all but in for the disapprovsl or applause whick

0.1 MISTAKEN IDENTITY. 247

jokers were ready to express, Once I was addressed

a member of Congress, and received & not very gentle

intimation that I had better be down at my post at

aghingtor. Once I was accosted as a Mr. Hunting-
1, the application being made by a rather acrimonious
le woman for the psyment of my debt to her hus-
nd.

«+To you never mean to pay !’ she asked,

««No,’ I answered; ‘I do nob mean to pay,

«<Uponr my word, then, Mr. Huntingdon, it is too

bad, for never was work dome better than what my hus-
pand did for you.”

«¢I never found any fault with the work: I daresay
was first-rate.’
“¢Then why don’t you pay, you who call yourself a
istian too 1°
«¢T do eall myzelf a Christian, ma’ar, but I shall not
nd you o shilling for all that.
«:And you never answer my letbers to you either, .
iich my hugband will make me write’
“Why, I never received a letter from you in my

‘But T have sent several since the bill was due.’
*Did you direct them to me—Gower Street, Bedford
are, London 1’

‘No; what should I direct them there for? I sent
m to your place in Vermont,

‘I have no place in Vermont, I live in England,
‘my name is William Brock.’




THE ST. LAWRENCE.

“ Apologies were forthwith offered by the little wor
for her mistake, and I am not sure that apologies shi
not have been made by myself for not sooner corrset)
it. Bub we parted capital friends.”

The Falls of Niagara made their usual overpower
impressions ; but instead of attempting an original:
scription, Mr. Brock refers bis friends o Dr, Ree
account, whoss descriptions of American scen :
general he verifies, and very justly admires. The
after that lay '

Dowx THE 97. LAWRENCE TO MONTREAL

“We left Kingston on a magnificent morning ini
and were presently out into the ‘lake of the thous:
islande, a fine expansion of the Bt Lawren"c: :

studded with islands of various sizes that cme at
at the bow of the vessel and wondered how she |
be steered hither and thither and yonder. Her
was a labyrinth, but such a labyrinth of beauty,
a series and succession of glorious reaches and gra
curves, and alternating lights and shadows, th
spectacle was a kaleidoscope of -the most exquisite
turesque,

« Having passed the lake of the thousand isTar
were before long on the look-out for the rapids—
places where, for a mile or two, more or less,
menge river runs violently ‘down hill’ Th
several of these rapids on the passage to Montri
most dangerous of them being the last, Just befo

THE RAPIDS.

- within its force, an American Indian came on board
= a large village on the banks to pilot our steamer
«n the tortuous and impetuous descent. I say tortu-
, and impetnous, for not only were we sure to go at the
o of twenty to twenty-five miles an hour, but we were
go in and ouf between huge masses of roek, some of
oh are 0 1ear to one another that our paddle-boxes
uld all but graze them as we passed. No sooner was
i [ndian on board, than be took the wheel with the
: of a man to whom such respons1bﬂ1ty rightfully
“ertained. I felt, as I marked the man’s mien, that,
far ag the arm of flesh was concerned, we Were secure.
Gwn. we went and around we went, and then, after the
nner of a snake, around and down agaiu, sometimes
venteen feet at one leap, the waters surging and boil-
over, and now and then bellowing as though they
us st last within their power. Once or twice we
ped either the shallow bottom or the rugged sides,
‘then it was the captain eomforted us by saying
" his boat had last year come to grief by going to
bottom just there. But it did not come to grief
time; and we Wwers soon on guiet water, passing
that great marvel of the engineering world, the
foria Bridge, into Monfreal”
Monday, the 18th of June, the travellers left
a, and returned by Burlington and Saratoga to
York. The scenery on the Hudson, including an
4ion to the Catskill Mountains, and another, some
\fterwards, to the White Mountains, recovered the.




NORTHAMEPTON.

claim of the United States to natural beauty, and k]
the heartiest recognition. A short stay in New
was all that conld be afforded, with New England
to be visited, Travellers, as our poet has just rem

us, carry with them the colours in which everythin

soen. It was natural, therefore, that there shog
enjoyment in

A QuikT SuxDAY IN NORTHAMPTON.

« Northampton is a place of exquisite beauty
rally, and, in the esteem of those who have ‘speci
tarest in theology, a place of renown. Here Ji
Edwards lived, and preached, and wrote; here oct
the memorable revivals of religion which werg
ciated more than a century ago with his nam

»
slso, his damghter Jerusha became attached an
trathed to David Brainerd ; end here Brainerd sic
and died snd was buried, his betrothed becomin
fected with his malady, and dying too. Norths
against half the places you could name as a reb

a quiet Sunday! Ibs green lanes seemed just ag
as its commodious churches; whilst the horses, fas
in long lines on either side the street to the v
elms, seemed to some goodly extent awars th
owners were keeping holy day. The Connectic
rung close by the town, and within a pleasant.
the summit of Mount Helyoak, from which the
ful valley of Conmeetiout is seen to singular ad

59.] NEW ENGLAND.

]

th its immediate display of the picturesque, and ifs
jcations of distant grandeur”
¢The towns, villages, and hamlets, or ‘ corners, of
w England,” he wrote a little while afterwards, “are
ot of them beantiful, many of them heautiful in the
vtreme, They reminded me continually of the old
suntry, and of the old country some forty or fifty years
igo. There is in nearly all of those I saw an absence
+ the modern crowding, and the modetn noisiness, and
the modern push, Vegetahle life locked as though it
iad time to grow; animal life seemed as if it ad some
o of the alternations of labour and repose; human
ife fulfilled its vocation as though there was something
o to do Desides buying and selling and getting gain.
t that the impression produced was one of dulness
decay; thrift, compstence, contentment, neighbour-
ess, were the things which occurred to me. There
43 not a semblance of pauperism anywhere observable.
ciuestion whether there was a reputable family want-
¢ bread, or an honest man in lack of work, all through
¢ New England States.” _
Poston, with its society, its surrounding scenery, and
orieal places, very much interested the travellers ;
d the “Declaration of Tndependence” baving been
brated during their stay, they found they could
ially participate in the general enthusiasm withoat
shock to PBritish susceptibilities. The final excur-
‘was by steamer northward to the British Provinees,
re Mr. Brock had friends whom he desired to see.
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From St. John's, New Brunswick, he procecded tg
north-eastern extremity of the Bay of Fundy, and t
to Halifax, the place of his intended embarkation
England. .
“ Halifox—Here, for the last time on the gn
Waestern Continent, I preached twice, my congregati
on each occasion comprehending old friends of nif
or friends of old friends of mine, at home, Pleag;
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ithout any light but a solitary lantern, flitting about
e & will o’ the wisp” The noise and confusion, the
llisions between wheelbarrows and carts, and carts
d hackney eoaches, bewildered us excecdingly. How,
deed, we got on board at all, with our persons un-
amaged and our goods and chatlels safely within our
eh, I cannot tell you. This I know, I never thanked

tiyo men with more unfeigned heartiness in my life

intercourse ensued, and having asked each other of than I thanked two Halifax friends of ?:aine, who
welfare, we had to thank God and take coUTag vowed, and who adhered to their vow heroically, that
Then came-— they would not say  goodbye’ until they had seen me

Tuz DEPARTURE.

“The Cunard Steamer, by which I was to
home, was expected at Halifax from Poston somé
in the night or the early morning, remaining onl
enough to take in new passengers or freight.
wag no certainty. as to the hour of her arriva
might be midnight; it might be sunrise; it migh
neither, but something beyond or betwesn the iy
There was nothing for it, therefore, but to hav
luggage and ourselves in readiness, and to waif
patiently as we could. The clock struck eleve
twelve, and one and two, when out boomed the g
signal that the ¢ Africa’ was coming up the harb
was a dark, drizzling, disheartening sort of m
There were many passengers, with marvellousl
and cumbrous accompaniments, The yard &
wharf alongside of which the ship was now lyii

d all belonging to me within my cabin-door. To
eir good offices I believe T owe it that T was not left
holly, or in part, bekind.

e« Ahout four o'clock on Friday morning, the 3d
ugust, the dawn just breaking, we wers off and away
‘goa. On Bunday the sth, we were, of course, at sea.
he day being calm, intimation was given that there
¢uld he Divine service in the saloon. The eaptain of

This I did, but a very much better service

saited us in the evening armongst the passengers in
other part of the ship. They asked us to give
m a sermon, and the captain consenting, Mr. Marten
eached, the devotional services being conducted after
‘gwn fashion, the congregational psalmody excellent,
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and the exﬁempomneous prayer responded to wit
audible and reverential Amen.”

THE AERRIVAL IN EXGLAND,

“0On Sunday morning, the 12th- Angust, we were
the entrance of the Mersey early, but nol early en ;
to pass up to Liverpool with the tide, and we -
the opportunity of atbtending puhlic worship,
noon, however, we had passed the Custom-house
mination, and wers well ashore. A telegram w
spatched to the wuperintendent of the DBlooms
Sunday-school, that he might annoumce my arri
the children and their teachers in the afternoon
g0 quickly did it go that it reached the chapel-
the congregation wag breaking up. Presuming w]
was, the deacons regarded the telegram ag add:
to them, opened the envelope accordingly, read ou
contents with heart and voice, and then openly ass
if indeed they did not formally originate, 2 mos
canonical but generous and cordial cheer! Th
had graciously gnarded us whilst we had been
one from another, whereof, both in Liverpool au
don, we were glad.”

- Qhapter Sixteenth.

¢ Thy chastisements are love ; more deep
They stamp the seal divine,
And, by & sweeh compulsion, keep
Ounr spirits nearer Thine."—7. D, Burnd.

ProcK's return was hailed with joy both in church
{1 home. The congregation, which had been dispersed
wifng the latter two of the four months of his absence,
qrned to the renovated sanctuary in a fortnight
rwards, when he addressed them with his old affec-
nate cordiality from the Apostle’s words to the
fnans~ T Iong to see you, that T may impart to you
1e spiritual gift.”
his continued to be as much as ever the spirit of
: inistry, but unwonted clouds began from this fime
t their shadows on his path. It was not possible
a congregation should exist for the greater part
generation without having undergone conmderable
nal changes; nor can it ever happen fhat the
en shall be to the minister all that their fathers
or that the minister shall be as much to the
fen as he had besn to their fathers. With the
ble diminution of the early enthusiasm on both
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sides, there came into action, in the present ing
the tendency of all congregations sitnated in thig ]
of great populations to migrate to suburban neighh
hoods which have been enriched with interestinb
commodions places of worghip, It would seem:
the difficulty of severing themselves from the agg
tions of Bloomshury had been so far diminigh
the lengthened absence of the minister and the s
teneous closing of the ehapel, that many found ]
formed purposes matured, and the way open
their departure. There wag in the pastor qu
much good sense as to understand the operation s
these causes, but to a temperament such as h
changes which they produced were undoubted]
pressing.

They were coincident also with an event:
touched him far meore deeply, and to which somé
sion is absolutely unavoidable. Before his to
Ameriea had quite reached its close, the intem
eame to him that the firm of which his faithful:
the founder of Bloomsbury Chapel, was a partng
been shaken during the disastrous monetary pa
that year. His anxieties were somewhat alla
learning immediately on his return, that althoug
enterpriges and responsibilities of the house w
the embarrassment would be temporary; but comy
tions from unlocked-for quarters arose, by which
hopes were overthrown. The same proceedings
course taken by the church in that as in all similar
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ich character is involved ; and when its Investigation,
nducted with the utmost care by conscientious men,
gnded to its satisfaction, the result, it can be readily ima-
gmed, oecasioned profound thankfulness to Dr. Brock;
jit it is not possible to measure the anguish which for
any months had come to him through grief for his be-
ed friend’s reverses on the one hand, and anxiety to
charge his pastoral responsibilities with unimpeach-
ghle impartiality on the other, His heart seems to have
en. too much oppressed to have allowed of much

nhaing is now and then a sentence like this: “ One of
e heaviest blows I have ever received;” and this on
e last day of 1868 : “Perhaps the mogt troublons year

It brought alleviation to the pressure of these
xieties to be called to some public duties which he
discharged with unabated energy.

In the sarlier part of his ministry, it will be remem-
red, he studied the questions raised in the « Oxford
acts,” and acquired deep convictions of the certainty
th which their fruits would in due time appear.
subject continued to occupy his reading and his
ghts; and soon after the beginning of his London
nistry he delivered two sermons, which were imme-
y efterwards published under the title of “ Sacra-
tal Religion subversive of Vital Christianity,” in
h he exhibifed with startling distinctness the doe-

s then proclaimed on priestly power, the grace of

' R
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baptism, and the sacrifice of the mass. When, so

after his return from America, the same movement ki
assumed a superficially new form, and had for a mom
waoke up the public mind from the stupor o whié
¢ontinually tends, he seized the opportunity of gj
further information and more solemn warnings in:
discourses which appeared under the title of “ Ritaal
Mischicvous in its Design ;” whilenot the least sery
probably, that he rendered on this subject was
prepare an admirable series of resolutions, which 3
adopted by the “ General body of Protastant Dissen
ministers of the Three Dennminations in and a
London,” and issued as their judgment “ concern
present stats of the Church of England, and the
of Protestant Churches in relation to it” Thig
and luminous document was received with great rés
by both the «Catholic” and Protestant disputa
the time,

It gave him, however, much greater pleasur
called to tenewed exertions in connection wif
London Asseciation of Baptist Churches, which
assisted in forming a year or two before, and w
always regarded with paternal interest. K

“ Previous organisations of the kind,” says i
W. . Lewis, in a paper kindly contribute
Memoir; “ had existed, bat had collapsed, maix
the want of some’ practical ohject of sufficie
importance to sustein the hearty support and :
jnterest of the churches and their officers.
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time Dr. Brock had felt that, desirable as it waa to draw
the chorches into cloger eomnmunion and common action,
t was all but hopeless to attempt it, in consequenee of
aifferences of opinion and feeling which existed amongst
he ministers, All such miseivings, however, speedily
yielded to the cordiality with which those who were
¢onsulted entered info the design, and after repeated
pleasant conferences, at which the rules were prepared,
d other needful preliminaries arranged, the Associa-
ion was launched. Its first meeting was held at the
Metropolitan Tabernacle in November 1865, Dr.
Brock was elected first President of the Association by
he unanimous vote of his brethren, and in consequance
f the interrmption of his year of office caused by his
it to the United States, he was, upon his return to
England, voted to the chair for & second year. Tnto
ne of his public labours did onr friend more com-
tely throw his whole self and nothing gave him
inter joy than the complete success which rewarded
:ezertions. He was an eager claimant for the privi-

¢ of enterfaining the committee at Lis own breakfast
le, ho rendered most punctual attendance at all the
siness proceedings ; he diffused the mogst genial spirit
r@ﬁiuglmut its ministerial conferences, and was fired
h the warmest evangelicel zeal when he addressed
arge public meetings. On one oceasion, when he
expected to speak to the Annual Assembly at the
opolitan Tabernacle, hut was detained at home by
tack of bronchitis, he wrote a letter, which was at
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his request read to the audience. After expressin
disappointment at being unable to be present, he ur

the claims of the Lord Jesus Christ in such pathet

and forcible language, that the most profound emc

wag produced among the many hundreds who weé

wrapt in attention to bis fatherly and friendly app
I regret to say that all efforts to obtain this letter T
failed, but 1 remember that he narrated how in a re
journey he had caught gight of the words ¢ Change 1
at some railway junction; and these were mads
pivot on which ‘were hung most persuasive Te
strances addressed to the unconverted.” '
That letter appears to have heen accompanied.
very remarkable influence, for a succession of pel
afterwards came forward o avow that it had forme:
turning-point of their lives, and the beginning o
serviee to Christ. :
«Tn everything connected with the Assoclatio
Lewia continues, “ Dr. Brock displayed & rich
to the best interest of the churches, and a d¢
attachment to his brother ministers which had
been so thoroughly clicited by any events in
vious history” and then adds the following ints
facts: “ The Assoclation, in the twelve years
existenee, has grown so as 10 inelude ab th
time 140 churches, with nearly 34,000 member
commupion, A new chapel has been erected ea
in the matropolis or in one of its suburban dis
Pastors’ Aid Fund has been instifuted, to '
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ipends of the ministers of the weaker churches, and
render assisiance in cases of special emergency.
uarterly meetings are held, which contribute much to

e spititual profit of the churches, and other evange-
stic efforts are employed to provide means of graee for

¢ tzeming myriads of the metropolis. In the frequent

eetings for united prayer and fraternal counsel the

inisterial members of the Assoeiation find the greatest
dvantage. They are thus happily consolidated in a
nion which all appreciate, and not a few strenuously
bour to make even still more effective.”

Dr. Brock was further assuved of she general esteem
i which he was held by his election, in 1869, to the
residency of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and
reland. The duties of this office extend to one year
ad inchude the delivery of two addresses from the
foir. To these he gave himself with his agcustomed

our and energy, and the sutumnal address at Lei-

ter especially was signalised by demonstrations of in-
erest and fraternal love which filled him with gladness.

The church at Bloomsbury, which had the best oppor-

ities of judging how much its pastor needed the
pression of its affection in these yeurs, seized the
nrrence of the third of those septennial celebrations
ich they had besn accustomed to hold, to present

i with an address, aceompanied by & casket confain-

r o thousand pounds. He was naturally much touchéd

this kindness, and, while thanking them for i, took

sion to refer to other sources of gratitude, “We
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began the church,” he said, “with sixty-two me
and there have passed into it mearly 2000 perso
more then one-half of whem I hope I have heen G
minister for good [to their conversion], Thus, ourla}
for and with one angther hias not been in vain i
Tord. It is His doing, and, as we all say right joyf
now, ‘It is marvellous in our eyes’” “Ab any
he continued, showing that he discerned what :
their hearts, “ would this proof of your attachment
besn welcome ; bt specially welcorme is it in respee
gome sorrows of my Bloomsbury life in these later
The change that came at the time of our grea
and the comsequences which that changs mvolved,
fHioted about’ the heaviest blow to which at any ti
have been exposed. . . . However, I have recents
getting back to a goodly measure of my former.ch
fuluess- and life. Christian sympathy and prayer
done their work beth unpon my heart and mirid
more than ouce of late have I resolved thab af
will rejoice in God’s salvation, and in the nam
Lord set up my banners. And, as if to co
encourage my resolution, here eomes your generou
timonial, a eall upon me—a most loving call—!
God and take courage.”

The presentiment of an approaching event
already to have found a place in his mind
labour as long as I shell have the strength &
and then, be that when it may, I wiil ret
may I survive my usefulness either as a
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£ the Gospel, or as s pastor of the Church! Far be
rom me the undoing, by my pertinacity or self-seeking,
of the good which perhaps 1 may have done. Wise
nough may you be, in the dug time, to suggest the
goessary changes ; wise enough may I be congenially
o acquiesce. And if, amidst some quieb resting-place,
n which, peradventure, I may be awaiting my depar-
wre homs, loving messages shall come to your old
riend, they will be to him as the oil of joy, the balm
f Gilead, the wine of the kingdom, the foreshadowings
and foresoundings of the great award!”
. All these friendly ministrations, however, did not
¢loar the sky. TEvents in his family life came on with
leepemnw gloom, and to a right conception of these in
fheir vaxious relations and influences we shall be aided
by the fittest pen—that of his eldest son, whose private
notes may best be given literally :—

«The home civele at Gower Street after my own
marriage in 1362, and my sister Hannah's in 1863, was
aduced to my father and mother, Ellen and George.

“We ]l met on the Monday of every weck at two

alock—my wife and I, my elder sister, and in pro-

se of $ime her children. Frequently other guests were
esenb—a minister from the country, an old Norwich
end, an American traveller, or some special personal
timate ; but my father was never happler then when

s were alone AT $hat had passed through the week

onld come up; old recollections would blend with the

dents of yesterdey; and after dinner, there was
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generally time for a long confidential chat hetyen
father and mysclf He was brimful of life and &
fulness at these times, till the events of 1866-67 thre
their shadow over everything. .

“ Ellen was the greatest comfort to my father &
all those years. She was unlike any of us, and,
singular reverence and love for both parents, unitéed:
certain naivete which enlivened and amused the o
hold. Her marriage, which oceurred in 1870, v
sore trouble in so far es it removed her from ho;:a
especially as coinciding in point of time with the
ginning of my mother's illness. She was mu'
Gower Street after her marriage, and a fortnigh
she and her husband spent there in December 187

noted in the diary as one of the brightest spots 7
time of apprehension and anxiety.

“My mother had had symptoms that cause
three or four yesrs before her death; but the
ning of the end was in the autumn of 1871, &
return from a delightful holiday with my fatl
Cornwall and Devonshire. The winter that foll
was a gloomy time. My mother could not leaw
lfouee; there were no younger people ab home:t
lieve the dulness, and my father was often.
deepest despondency, Christmas Day, 1871, wil
soon be forgotten by any of us. It was to be'
Christmas in the old home, for my father's deci
taken to resign his pastorate. We felt, too, that
probability one would be absent at the next anni
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he kept up through dinner, and then the pain was too
vere, and she had to retive ; but she rallied so as to
in s at family worship. We were all present that

fjght, the erandehildren included, and my father’s heart
iame oul in one of those prayers for which he was so
remarkable, We separated with a strange mixture of

resent anxiety and ultimate assurance. We never all
eb again.” '

The narrative may be interrupted to say that this
ecision to resign the pastorate was communicated about
fortnight after that evening in a letter to the ehurch,

which the following sentences ocour:—

«Ta contimue working with you and for yon as I

Tave been doing would he the greatest pleasure of my

ife, particularly as in several instances your sons and
our daughters are piving promise of their fellowship
ith you in consecration to the cause of Christ,

«But all human working tendeth imevitably to its
nd, and to go on indefinitely is beyond our power.
atural strength abateth. Heart and flesh fall. In-
firmities gradually gain the upper hand. = “Whatever the
esire $o discharge the recmrring obligations, the eape-
ity for discharging them surely and impereeptibly
ecays. Of this liability I have become personmally
onseions; not to an extent, as I thankfully acknow-
adge, which habitually enfeebles me; but to an extent
hat frequently distresses me, and makes me anxious
bout the future, It is in the nature of the infirmibies
6 which I refer to increase somewhat rapidly ; and,
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strive against them as a man may, it will not hé
before their disadvantegeous influence must be coiif
by the kindsst of his friends. That he iz as :
ke ever was to discharge every duty of his positio
may be able conscientiously to maintain; bug
fluestions are asked respecting his power for dischy
it, it s felt to be the safest thing quietly to hold:
peace.

“To such an issue I am sure we are co
Bloomsbury Chepel. Inability to do what its
must needs do is growing upon e, and it ig;if
Jjudgment, a question but of two or three years
I could oceupy my post at all, exeept to the d
of the great interests which.are involved. Thi

my full persuasion, Thave come to the determina
relinquish my post; and I hereby notify to yo
it will be relinquished in September of the pr
Jyear. -

“ITam quite prepared to hear some of you
strate. Not at all astonished shall T be to-h
proposals to sscure assistance for me in the.
and the pastorate. TFrom my Iong acquain
your affectionate attachment to me, I can bel
some of you will move that my resignation’ he
accepted. Let me, as kindly as I can, foreclose
I have not come to my determination withoub
thoughtfulness and prayer, and, as the resul
thoughtfulness and prayer, I must abide by it
me that T deem it to be beyond recall.”
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His son’s account now continues i—

« My sister Ellen’s boy wag horn in January 1872,

d in about a fortnight later, after some days of hope-
ful improvement, her strength suddenly gave way, and
tefore we realised her danger she was gone. ’
 « Tt was on the very day when a New COULSe of treat-

ent had been begun with my mother with eonsiderable
;ﬁo?e of sucoess; and when I teached Gower Streeb

out five o'elock im the afternoon with the fatal news,

found that what was reckoned a satisfactory start in
the treabment had been wmade. My father and she were
: tting together, both more cheerful than usual, and it

emed ernel to destroy their comparative sense of com- -

. The news was altogether unexpeeted. My mother,
eakened by her complaint, bowed under it, stricken teo
er very heart: < What shall we do?’ was o]l that she
ould say. My father, always greatest under heavy
ﬁ-oubles, vestrained himeelf completely, and used all his
trenoth to comfort her. Equally sdmirable was his
ondnet all throngh the distressing week that followed.
¢ The trestment took ajl the time till the middle of
pri), and those months were a most trying alternation
€ hopes and fears. The crisis was said to be past, and
medical attendance reached zn end on the 4th of
1il, and at the close of the month my mother went
stay at Tunbridge Wells for a few weeks. She came
¢k on May 21st, no -stronger, and when she reached
wer Street from the stationm, my father, who met 18
ere, was quite overcome by the disappointment of his
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too sanguine expectations, and left the room abruii
unable to conceal his grief. :

“Buxton was next recommended, and on Jun tli
I0th, my mother left London never to return,
lived at * Malvern House, having her own rooms
her sister Phebe ag her most faithful and loving ‘cong
panmion, My father, after seeing them settled, re
at honze having no one but George with him, and b
there only early and late. My wife and I stayed a
old home for a week, and my sister and her childre
another; but he was of course very mmuch depr
and the bulletins from Buxton only kept up the s
of suspense.”

While under all this burden of anxiety, th
for the midsummer morning sermon came round.:
could not pasg it by, but rather hailed it as a COTISO
tion. The desire to bs present at the service was i
and deeper than ever, and the impressions which a

paunied it were rare and memorable. He selected the
“ One Mnason of Cyprus, an old diseiple ; and thu
cluded the whole series:—* My dsar friends, I hav
being somewhat of an old disciple myself, delive
you my last midsumrmer morning sermomn. My
ig in heaven that I wish I had preached more &
more plainly, and more devoutly. However, avers
must ¢o now ; the wrong by God’s grace, to be
and the right by the same grace to be made c
tive to good, My heart’s desire, my prayer t
that these twenty midsummer morning sermo
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R
rove to those who have heard them, the savour of death

ato death, but of life unto life. They have been the
Jeasantest of all the services of a ministry of forty
ears, and T feel as if I could wrestle wi_t;-h the angel
odily, sand say, I cannob let thee go 'I.llltl.l these have
wrrendered their heartz to Christ—until the;rf have
pagsed from death unto life—{I mean you)-—ul.ztll .thefy
have become Wise unto salvation by faith which is in
Tesus Christ. 'We shall never meet here like this again.
Qhall we meet in heaven? Now, your hands, all of
you, and with your hands, your word. Shall we meet
in heaven? *God helping us, we will?  Then we shall,
for God will help anybody who asks to be ]].GIPG:!E]. out of
ihe bondage of corruption into the gloricus liberty of
the children of God.”
. «When,” awys one of the anditors, “the veneral_)la
preacher sald, ‘ Now your handsg, all of you; a.:[ld with
: our hands, vour word, he eagerly and affectmnatlely
retched out his own hand. It was an inspiration.
cars flowed on every side. Men and women sesmed
o bend forward like a field of corn hefore the wind to
eize it. ‘Ah’ said one to me, ‘I feel that I mu,s’t,
elay no longer; but take his hand and come to God.
" The family history again proceeds —
« Af the beginning of August, he visited my mother,
nd his hopes were finally extingnished when, on the
orning after his arrival, on asking her when she rose,
he replied sndly, * Don’t you know? I never get up

tiow, He remained till the close of the tnonth,
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“ Karly in September news came which preparé
for the worst. My wife went down to Buxton ¢
7th.  (George was to be married on the 1oth, a

were able to wait for the wedding, which my ot

was extremely anxious to have complebed. My f;
loft thie marriage-breakfast table for the sick room
the rest of us followed next day, My mother was
feetly conscious and collected, and in the most
teristic state of mind, calm, and thoughtfol of evers
She had a most loving welcome ready for my brot]
and his bride when they came, and breathed g
blessing over their union. Her interconrse with
father was, during the four days of consciousnesy
followed, of the most delightful sort. He mused to
us, with a radiant face, the things that they had said:
one another. The 23d Tsalm was her last Seri
a3 it was to be also his; and her last text, whisg
into my ear on the Sunday evening before her:
wag, ‘light affliction” On the Monday she beca
conscious, and lay so till Fridey the zoth, M
‘and I sat up heside her that last sad night..:
morning we had gone out for air, leaving my fath
‘Hannah on guard. When we retwmed, the blind
down, and on the terrace in front of the house
my father waiting for us. “When he saw us, he
raiged his hand upward. She had gone up highe
“ He bore the loss with the fortitude and che
which a grest calamity always induced in him
reached Gower Street, bringing with us all t

i
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g, of her we loved, late on the Saturday :night. Sunday

s gpent privately in the dear old homsf with ‘hlm, and

n Tuesday we hore the remains to fheir re_stmg-place
ark.”

'Iizangilfwing Sunday was to be the lasit on which ‘Dr.
rock was to preach to his people_s'as their pasbor'. fhe
emaﬁﬂing days of the sorrowful week. were s.pent ine }:se
tudy, which seemed so to brace his spirit, th:at when
s came o meet the gaze of 2 crowded auchenoe. in
rayerful and tender sympathy with him, he hore him-
oIf with the composure and vigour of fO-I‘IIileI' years,
n the morning he ‘took a review of his r!:llmstr).r from
he words of its opening: prapose: “I will go in the
strength of the Lord God;” and in the evening, Wheﬁ
spany hundreds were unable to ﬁnd room, he addrelsse
earnest appeals to all classes of his former hearers .ﬁoné

e words, « For my testimony among you was believe

;?Ztai‘ag[; oceasion of solemit memories a.nd.profoun.d
pughtfulness to those who had ‘long ¢njoyed his
ministry, while it wag not without interest to others:f
we may judge from the following words f#em one ?d

he morning papers:* < All who heard. ]'Jr. Brock 1%31

srawell lagt night oust have felt additional regret at

arting, from the very fact that the revered pasjnor
etains all the vigour of intellect: and of expression

‘hich has distingnished him in his long.career, and

‘hich is even more impressive now that b 1s melloweq

* The Daily 'Telégruph, September 23, 1872,
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by time, He made, however, a good apolegy
having “lagged superfluous on the stage, :
questionable ambition to die in harness.

have died in harness, he gaid, with that peculi
nestness, half-logical, half-melancholy, which ¢
borders on humour, ¢ might have been for the ¢}
to have died tos.” T$ is enough that he, being cong
of failing strength, has wisely chosen the fit 3
for retiring, and that bis flock has accepted
tantly, but in good faith—the assurance that his da;
labour are past.” '

On the following evening an assembly, in whid
many eminent men with whom he had acted in
Tife, united in expressions of cordial esteem and
ship, and in the course of the proceedings he w
acquainted with the handsome provision which ki
made by his numerous friends for the remaining
his life, On the moming on which his favourite
day lecture had 5o often been held, he met his
the Tord’s table for the last time, and at a churet
on the following evening, his resignation was I
tendered end accepted, accompaniad at the
that « grasp of charity ” which had so often co
with something like electric power, the assura
special interest and affection.

“« On Tuesday, 1st October 1872, so the fili
miniscences close, “he left his old house
regred than he used fo anticipate, and es
with us till he should see what best to do.”

Ehapter Sebenteentd.

<t Wy bark is wafted to the strand
By breath divine ;
And on the helm there rests a hand

: 2 ”
Other than mine! — Henry Alfords

Tas course of the voyage Wwas now brief bub tr:cmquil.
There were, no doubt, natural tears on losing slghz of
the long-familiar objects. « The hsl.nd of thf? Loxd,” he
wrote to a friend in the first moment of his bereave-
ent. #is heavy upon me. [am & widower, and Fhs."t

, ent of leaving church and home. But it i

he had passed through the public

arewells, and closed gl doors behind him, he wrthe
hus to another: «The pressure upoh me on lleavmg
Gower Street was really formidable, One thing fol.-
owed another so rapidly, and the things wers s0 seri-
s in themselves, that I was nearly overdone;” and
o antother : « The remembrance of the death, the funeral,
fe removal of furniture, the successive farewell ser-
ces, with the deep, deep COMSCIOUSTESS that I was oub
the world to begin life again, and no wife to be

y helpmeet any longer, overpowered me. Flease to

ink of this whenever the idea may be s:%ested
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that my going away was somewhat uncourtecﬁi

But in his eldest son’s honse, even after he remo
from it to his own rooms in Rosslyn Terrace, Han
stead, he found, to use his favourite epithet, a « con
genial * resting-place. His feelings were studied w
intelligent sympathy, and he gave baek his own aff
tion without measure, his little grandsom, thoughﬂﬁ'
consciously, contributing in no small degres to
revival of his old cheerfulness. He often becam
merry ss the child, and the child, he was himself
of the firab to notice, acquired by a subile sympa'
the tones and ways of his grandsire. '

It was very quickly seen that he intended to:
all his faculties In exercise, and to the utterms
“fylfil the ministry which he had received” A
yoice retained its former volume, and his perso
aspect of complete health, the congregations whic
long known him were eager to obtain his ser
while he, in addition to the delight he had i
work, was impelled by the desire to postpone as
a4 possible any comeessions to the inevitable dis
{ion of physical power, so that he was not unfre:
carried beyond the limits of fair labour. His ha
careful reading was maintained with diligence ang
severance, and he gave himself with the applic :
his earliest sfudies to the production of new er
The tendency indeed to over-elaboration in hi
positions seemed to have greater scope than be
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which the discourse which he delivered on the cecca-
gion of the death of the Hon. and Rev. Daptist Noel,
and that whiek he preached some time afterwards at
the annual meeting of the British and Toreign Bible
Society, were proofs. There was cven an increage of
certain long-noticeable peculiarities of delivery, which
0 words, perhaps, can hetter defend than those which

Lord Clarendon in his History applies to one of his
;contempmarms “ Though in another man it might

ave appeared to have somewhat of affectation, it was
srvellously fit in him, and seemed natural to his size
2d the mould ef his person, to the gravity of his
stion, and the tone of his voice and delivery.”

But, to adopt the just testimony of the Rev. W. G.
ewis: “Great and noble as Dr. Brock was In publie,
here was an indegeribable charm about his domestic life,
or within that portly frame of his he carried a heart
wll of the gentlemess of a little child, and enriched

with & wondrous sympathy. He was mot hasty in
orming friendships, but those who were admitted to
us' confidence found it & pleassnt retreat. He was
one of the most welcome guests that ever entered the
dwellings of his friends, and those who wvigited the
sacred enclosure of his own home found him a peerless
host The trowbles of his friends became his troubles,
their interests were held in eommon with his own, and
their children loved him as another father. Only those
who knew him in the family cirele and at the family

tar counld fuily appreciate the gemial cordialiby and
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rich fruits of his friendship. He would gently
joyously romp with little infants, and as they gre
into youth and maturity, his generous concern for
welfare deepened in its hearty solicitude.” B
His correspondence, it has been observed, had.

been elahorate, nor did it become much more so wi
greater leisure; yet into the brief, affectionate asgy
ances of which it mainly consisted, he often infi
searching and faithful counsels. To a young minig
for instance, he writes, on February 17, 1874 «

no doubt that you have already learned lessons

you did not expeet to lesrn. * Qur Heavenly Fat
many ways of making us know what is in our k
in respect to our conformity and our fellowshi
His will. T am sure He has had many, many
making me to know what was in my heart, and
means unfrequently T have been ashamed of the’di
covery. I had not been what I seemed to be,
deed, what I thought I was, Oceasion has CONREQLY
arisen for my humiliation and repentance, an

upon have followed joy and peace in the Holy G

« Pogsibly some such experience has been yo

If 50, I counsel yon to let it have its perfe:
Pregent sorrow will work out future blessedness,
ing your lack of spiritual-mindedness, you: wi
yourself to supply the deficiency; detecting ith
acouracy in -your judgment or wrongness
motives, you will call upon God to help you:
need. Thankful may we be that He awaits o

LETTERS.

pot willing that we should find out our errors and
Jefocts in oxder to onr despondency, bub that we may
the more sincerely and earnestly make Him our refuge
and strength. .

«J commend. you to His care, desiring your unre-
served and whole-hearted consecrabion to the service
of the Gospel. Bear with an old man’s earnesimess as
he heseeches you to Tenew your congecration day by
day. Let there be no ha.nkering after the worlds
amusements, no fondness for the frivolous literature of
the day, no sympathy with the fashionable scorn of the
religious habits of our fathers, no attempt to he the
ininister of Christ and yet the companion. of thoge wlo
are the enemies of His cross, God evermore keep you,
and teach you, and comfort you, and employ you, and
make you an ‘imitater of Himself as a dear child’ 1_“
sincerity and loving-kindness, 1 am your friend and your
ather's friend, wW.. B”

The following hint fo the guardian of -8 little boy is
onest and sensible: “ Let me put in a-word of very
carnest suggestion as to H.s vocabulary, Pray dis-
ourage, with might and main, the use of slang and
vulogr phraseology. Don't let him eall you ‘rasecal,
evern in fun, nor let him call his mamme ¢ lazybones.’
Now is your time for indoctrinating the little fellow
with what yon will desire in future time. Modes of
speech and modes of thought are very near akin, and
if the boy talks rudely he will think rudely. The re-
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membrance of your own mother will always help
Faney you calling her by that name! Why, you cas
fancy it. The tendency of the times, 1 know, is slay
ward, but it is an idle and a mischief-working tendén
Priggishness and prudery are to be shunned, Fng]
gentlemanliness to be studied, Dear with an old s
garrulity. 'With kindest love at home,” &e.

In a letter of tender sympathy to his friend the F
T. A. Wheeler, of Norwich, he says of himself . —

“ Hampstead, June 10, 1874.—1 felt, when my'sw
Nellie went away from us to heaven, that I was s
in want not only of Christ's ecompassion, but of: '_
thing oatside mysclf to move me to accept His™
passion. Never have I more strongly felt how feaifu
and worderfully we are made than in the hours o
ponderoug and exhausting trials. If has been w
more than once that I have been utterly helpless;

T am not sure that I have not been listless too. -
God for His freo grace! You and I have kno
by whorm it has been misapprehended and abused

you and I are the better and safer and happiex
Jjust mow.”

The climate at: Hampstead proved trylng to him
when he had nsed too great exertion during t,he_;ﬁr
months, the winter so effectually assailed his o
to lay him several times totally aside. He wa
consequence, to “hybernate,” &s he called
Leonard’s, where, in the boarding establishmedn
“Orwell House,” he found medical advice whi

LIFE AT ST. LEONARD'S. 279

ey - —
valued, and as much agreeable soclety a3 served .tlc;
alleviate, if nob to Danish, the sense of loneliness whic
al over bim. -
Wojtl i:(';ey of his former flock, whom ]‘1e ve;ry hlg]?ly
asteemed; and who spent some timne w1t1.1- him dunnlg
one of his last visits, has kindly communicated the fol-
sne interesting recollections :— '

10Vi}fogreatly ad:ngﬂred what 1 saw of his dady habltsé
He was always reading and making notes. Some o

his old favourite books, he told me, he had read a.gfm
and again for years, and ever with fresh 'zest.' .I'New
books he read alternately with therm, and his CI‘lthl.SID.&
were always shrewd and entertaining, 1t was a.dehght
to me furtively to wateh his face as he was reading: e
looked so happy, 80 absorbed, and so0 interested, and nob

. gt all disturbed by ladies chatting over their wool-wark

near him, He had a large store of books witjn him in
his room, and be generally spent the day with them,
except the hour after breakfast and half an hour befo;i
dinner, when he would come down on l?urpose to ta
and make himself agrecable in the dmwmg-x_'oom.l
«There were about twenty people staymng in the
honse, He was almost the only Dissenter, bat all
seemed to look mp to him with great respect as &
Christian gentleman ; and several, who v.rere not them-
 selves sufficiently interested in religion to go to

 ahurch, were ready to talk with him on religious topics,
and to listen to his opiniens with deference. Tndeed,

his thoroughly cordial maner, his geniality, kindness,
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and versatility made him a general favourite, an,
was congidered the lifs of the party. These,
were varied in age and character, but he Seeme(f t
able to draw them all cut, to speak so as to inta
them, to make them feel at ease and to talk thejr:
He had such a cordial manner, that every one be:
he too.k 4 lively interest in their affairs; and so ;e
was his memory, that he never made mistakes 3
Bty details he had once been told, so that he ssena
like a familiar friend even to those whora he had kszd
but & very little while. I remember we spent (}
mes Day together; and although he must have:
lonely, and have thought of family gatherings lon.
never to refurn, he wag the liveliegt and me?‘riest"of
of us, entering into the spirit of games, and wat |
.and encouraging all the hilarity of the young pespl
‘ “ He tock his turn with our good host, IHEr. Na
In praying at our family worship, and I remembier
his prayers were valued, and how excellent the
On Sunday evenings he held a little service, wh
who did not go oub attended ; and very goodiaﬁ&
esting these littls sermons were. They were ‘al
most carefully prepared. .:
. “He suffered much from bronchitis, which kept
in the house ‘during all the time I stayed. ~Hi
very grateful to Mrs. Notcutt for her kind ax
nursing, and she remarked o me how good i
be with him, and see his patience an{i chee
There was no selfishness and no complainjng,'bﬁ
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a courteous endeavour to make the nursing as light as
possible to her.” -

From this retreat he writes to his old friend the Rev.
T, T. Gough, on— :

« March 20, 1875 —Peace be to us both! T have
Leen here nearly five months, and have been a prisoner
almost all the time. I think of leaving next week.
What a blessing to leave for paradise ! Thanks be nunto
God for our full assurance of faith in that matter t—
Yours, in Christian love.”

The diary notes his departure on—

« Faster Tuesday, March 30—Left Orwell Houss,
after five months’ vesidence there. It was a3 pleasant
o home aa T could ab all expect. ~Came to George and
Tdith at Croydon. Most lovingly received, and glad
to be under Greorge’s Toof. Harold a fine grandson!”

Tn the conrse of the following month he appeared ab

the annual denominational meetings, and was delighted
to hear from his old pulpit Dr. Maclaren’s inaugural
address to - the Baptist Union, and Di. Cairng’ mis-
sionary sermon——pronouncing them “good all round.”
Fven greater satisfaction arose from his learning that
that palpit was now to be permanently and well ocon- '
pied. He had shated to the full the anxieties which
the church had experienced since the time of his Tesig-
nation, and had given invalnable assistance in their
councils, in the church meefings, and in the pulpit; and
now that the Rev. J. P. Chown had expressed his will-
ingness to become his suceessor, he was full of joy.
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He was always ready with words of encouragemen
members of his former charge, where he saw that:
 were merited and needed. “To me,” he writes
on June 14, 1875, “ your friend of 30 many, many y;
it is, T assure you, a real comfort to find you aliv
your high calling. I can ses what some follr wo
deem very sufficient reasen for religious inactivi
your weichty and manifold enpagements. Flang
enougl might you cbjeet to undertake ths lahe
love which await us on every side. Thanks be to'G
for your defermination not to object, hut, accordin
your measure, to assume those labours, and o carry t
out. May He enable you o hold on your col ré.
kindly and womanly Christian beneficence! Mg
inspire you with courage, and fill you with wisdori;
supply you with patience! May He lead you into
secrat place of the tabernacle of the Most ITig
there show unto you His covenant! Peace b
you, my dear friend, always from the God of
Himself ; and peace be on your husband, and of
beloved ehildren! My heart is enlarged toward
all ! .

“T gm full of hope about Bloomsbury. I tiu
‘the set time $o favour us is comse, and that ghowi
blessing ave in store. No uncertain sound w
trumpet give, and no misguiding will the eXamyp
Mr. Chown will be blesged, and made & blegsing,

He had entered into many engagements for th
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e T T to his
mer, and 1t was not without truth that he smd' to his
son (teorge, 1n the course of June, “I .am ?vor]ﬂng too
much,”  “Twice every Sunday,” he wrlte's in the same
Tetter, “did I preach last mosth, and f:wme every Su;:
day have T to preach through June, with severall_] W?et;
day services besides. As the Sundays come, I a;e ;

e in eertain places up to August, when I am to ¢ in
Tlandudne till September.  After that 1 haffe nothing
better to do than to go back to St. Leonard's, thete t0

te agnin, .
hy:?%r:;: coni:fort is, that such work breaks up my soli-
tude a Tittle; but I feel my lonesomensss awfully, and
pot nnfrequently geb entirely broken down. ]F[ovwmerT
such is the will of Ged concerning me, and I try de-
voutly to acquicsee. There are a thousand alleviations,
f whi am very glad.”

; ::V]:llf; Ihe ﬁni;feﬁ his engagements ot Llandudne,
where he was refreshed by pleasant society and the fine
‘scenery with which he was fa.mi]iar: ke pFoceeded to
the autumnal meetings of the Baptist I‘Imon a{? Ply-
mouth. The recollections of his ealy l:lfe gave great
“interest to his visit, and the exhilaration which the

gociety of his mumerous friends produced led many 1o
- yverlook the signs of advancing age, which cotild. be
. distinctly enongh discerned at intervals. The principal

public duty which had been devolved upon hi_m.was t‘;he
&e]ivery of a parting address to fou.tl young mssgnanes.
e had, with his usual congeientiousness, pl'Df::rundly
meditated his subject, and the large congregation, to-
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gether with the deep interest of the event, cal]
forth apparently undiminished powers. The de,votio';
service, which was led by a former Indian misgiongy
rose to an eminence of spiritual feeling which Erc‘:'u"y
with it promise of an unusual blessing. Tt prob :
would have been difficalt to have continued long at th
same elevation ; and it was, therefors, even somewhat
8 relief when the address took ancther level, and '
sumed that adaptation fo the understanding and Le;
of an average audience which generally characterise
the words of the speaker. The soul-stirring effec .
the oration, deepened by subsequent events, wa
the time remarkable, and the following reminiscenc
Mr. Ltawis does not represent it in too warm colour
“.H.LS last memorable appearance at the Bip
Union meetings, held at Plymouth duzing the .
week of October 1875, will never be forgott:n byi..'f';-h'{i
whf:*o were privileged to attend them. Fis recent reg
nation of the pastorate at Bloomsbury, and the fee i
that in future he would occupy a much less promiir
sphere than that which he had so long filled, caused
DUMErous friends to gather about him, and listen to
voice with unusual interest. The address whidh
gave te four young brethren, who were set apai
gervice in the foreign mission field, was felt by
sent to be one of the most effsctive pulpit utter
t(') which they had ever lisiened. Its vivid repr :
tions of the necessities of the heathen world, its’
ful assertion of the sufficiency of the Gospel't
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the requirements of perishing men, it incisive criticism
of modern cbjections, and its prophetic confidence in
the final triwmphs of the Cross, wers crowned by the
hallowed unction which suffused the language of en-
couragement and counsel in which he spoke to the
missionary brethren, The congregation, which filled
the spacious chapel in George Street, was completely
entranced by the energy which pervaded his every
word. He was apparently in perfect health—*his eye
was not dim, nor his natural force abated’—but he
nevertheless spoke as though his feet were already
planted on the steps of the throne of God and the
Lamb. It was his ‘apothecsis’ ang our eyes were
holden, or we had seen the celestial convoy waiting to
conduct him to the heavens. It has been permitted to
very few of the servants of God to lay aside the pro-
phet's mantle in such zn impressive manner, or ko be-
queath to their successors such heart-utterances as were
thess—unconsciously to himself and to his hearers—
his parbing words.”

In the same strain the Rev, C. I Spurgeon wrote in
his magazine —

« Tt was grand, nay sublime. It wasan address so wise,
5o faithful, so full of the Spirit of God, that had he known
that he should never meet bis brethren again, it was
quch a valedictory as he might have chosen to deliver.
To uy it seemed all it ghould be, mo more, NoO less.
Characteristic, massive, crnate, rich in words too pon-
derous for our tongue, and in tones which would have
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suited nonme but himself; but withal homely, hegy
intense, overwhelming, as nearly parfect as can come o}
mortal man. It did our inmost soul good, mainly
cause of the soul within it.” :

_ Dr, Brock closed his visit to Plymouth on Oétéh
8th, and proceeded to his son's house at Hampstey
tarrying at DBristol with some relatives over Sundhs
when he worshipped in the morning at Broadmead, ‘a3
inr the evening preached at Tyndall Chapel. The’:h
weather which had prevailed during the Union mee
ings had passed away, and was suceeeded by storm
rain, and searching cold. He would gladly have: hag
tened at once to his winter retreat at St. Leonard’s 'ha
he not been under a promise to preach on the r7th fo
the Rev. Frederiek Trestrail at Newport, Isle of Wi
The severity of the season and his rapidly—mcrea;h
indisposition might have warranted him in declining’:
the last hour to encounter such a journey; but h
peculiarly serupulous in -adhering o an engageme
when onee made, and in the present instance h :
doubly bound by regard to ome who had appeale
hitn. as an old friend, and whom he knew he could:
Irave many future opportunities of serving, Om Sa
day, 16th, therefore, as the shortening diary records
“went reluctantly to the Isle of Wight” Throngh’
kind attentions- which awaited him in hig Ire
house, he was enabled, with comparative ease, top :
twice on Sunday, and, as it proved, to bring his'p
ministry to a cloge in the evening by a sermon- on
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fitting words: “Jesus Christ hath brought life and
immortality to light.”

On the following evening he attended the annual
public meeting of the congregation, and spoko with an
energy which gave little sign of his actual condition.
The real tone of his spirits during all this period comes
out more distinctly in the enfry of next day:—

 Away through drizzle and fog across the Solent
to London: missed a train; four hours late; reached
(eorge’s & wreck of a man; downright 1.

#] wenb to the station,” says his son just named,
« to meet him, and was glad to find that he had had an
agreeable journey from Portsmouth in the company of
an elderly clergyman of the Church of England, who
had known him by reputation for many years, and who
expressed to me the great gratification he had had in
meeting my father and passing so pleasant a time in
his company. It was easy to see that he was suffering
from-the effects of the wretched weather, but he was

evidently glad to believe that his visib had been a pro-
fitahle one, and r1cferred to his old friendship with M.
Trestrail as good reason for exposing himself to the
inclement westher and the drawbacks of an October
sojown on the island.

« Tither on the following day or on the day after we
‘called in a doctor, with whom we had sn infimate
acquaintance, who advised eare and attention, but did
not lead us to anticipate anything serious. He urged
the importance of & speedy removal to Hastings; and
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throughout the whole of my father's stay at our
he was constantly expressing a wish to get in
winter quarters as seon as he could safely move. '
Thet longed-for transition was accomplished o:
29th of Oectober, and on the following day he
vigited by the physician who had studied his cas

was once more encompassed by the skilful nﬁrs”_

which had so frequently restored him from depre
and weakmess, Such a tesult was not again to
attained. A few genfle heams flifted acrosg hj
but the shadows of the evening steadily cloged in:
had been invited to attend the annual conferer
“old stndents” at Regent's Park College, and w
accustomed attention he sent a note explanatoryfof
absenee, which, as the last he ever wrote, may be: K
given. It was addressed to the biographer, and wag
first which he ever received from him which'|
ghade of mmelancholy apprehension over the
The end of the journey, then so mear, seemed: ¢
within range of the quickened sight ——

 Opwers House, 8. Lo
November 6, 1875,

«Iam by no means s willing absentee fro
College meetings this week. I feel that I ough
to say something worth the saying under the
stances of your meeting, and yet nothing come
say—really nothing whatever. May be that o
Lord will dispense with our talking—with iz
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« Rely upon me for purpose of heart to do aught that
may oceur to me to be done. I will wait and watch—
one with yourself in deep searchings of heart after the
thing which the Lord requires. Does the kingdom of
God come with observation just now, and in forms about
which w2 are to be concerned ?—Ever truly yows.”

The inquiries which the soul seems here to breathe
gorth with hesitation were soon to be answered. Only
a fow more hours came and wenft before the morning
broke.

« My brother and 1, writes kiz elder son, *were
summoned to St. Leonard’s by a significant message
from Mrs. Notcutt on Wednesday morning, Novem-
ver 10. All that afternoon he was quite sensible, and
talked on several subjects of family interest. There
was no apparent consciousness of his own danger, and

. we did not refer to it. At seven o'clock he retired to

bed. The doctor came soon after, and said he feared
that Iife was a matber of a few hours, there being
severe bronchitis in the capillary tubes, and very feeble
action 6f the heart. The night passed quietly, but he
was gradnally becoming unconscions. I repeated the
23d Psalm by his bedside, and he followed me, saying
at the end in a whisper, ‘ Amen, Amen!’ It was the
1ast passage of Scripture which my mother had repeated.

« Friday the 12th was a fine sunny day, and the effect
of the change was marvellous, The breathing grew sasy

and hoperevived. DBut inthe afternoon there was much
. T
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excitement, and for half an hour hig efforts to
himself were very painful Exhaustion followed,
he sat in his chair till evening, There was dry CHPPIH
at seven o'clock, but it was a forlorn hope. -
than ever, was the dector's verdict. Only the finse
and I were in the room after ten o'clock, He lay ve
still, and T moved his head but once, into what sesth
a more comfortable positior. About one ocloc]: th
came & change, A momentary lock of pain passed
_the face, which then resumed its tranquillity, an

was over.”

It was the moerning of Saturday, 13th of Novembi
1875.

He had long before emphatically expressed his de
that his funeral might be conducted with the utterrnost
simpHeity ; and, therefore, without any service:'sib
at Bloomsbury Chapel or at the chapel of the Cem
tery, his remains were borne direct from his son’s
at Hampstead to the tomb in Abney Park in whic
had so recently laid the dust of his beloved
mmple addition has been made to the 1nsc.r1pt10n
marks their resting-place; but his sorrowing con
tion, desiring to have some record always befﬁ:fe
have placed a threefold memorial window, represen
in the act of preaching, our Lorp, His Forerunner, sud
the Apostle to the Gentiles, immediately behin
pulpit in which he so often proclaimed with the
and demonstration of the Holy Ghost the Iove
t.hrouOh His Son Jesus Christ.
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When the sail which bears a friend away to a distant
ghore vanishes over the verge of the horizon, we turn
homewards, recalling with unwonted vividness the fea-
tures of his character and the various ineidents of our
past intercourse. The prevailing tone of our spirit i
generally one of sadness that we did not profit more by
his presence, and did not show our appreciation of his
worth by more distinet expressions of affection.

In the present instance the departure came so un-
expectedly in the train of marked public services, that
the tide of memory rushed in with startling power.
Mr, Stanford gave, with point, the sentiment uttered
in all the pulpits of hig brethren immediately after-
wards, when he exelaimed : “The power of his presence,
the beat of bls rhetoric, the grand music of his veice,
Lis vital force, his magnanimous honesty, his étmng,
plain-dealing speech now and then, under which there
was always ‘the gentleness of a nurge which cherisheth
her children,’—all these are gone suddenly out, and we
stand stunned at our loss.”

Still it is salutary, though mowrnful, to recall the past,
ma}ﬁng it march and countermarch aeross cur minds
until we acquire all the benefits which it can restore
to us. Fortumate, therefore, 1t is, that we who have
traced this history to ifs close may turn to the touch-
ing and insfructive recolleetions with which the volume
shall now end.




Mgy LORD SHALL BLEaS THEE OUT OF ZIOK:
AND THOU SHALT SEE THE GGOD OF JERUSALEM
ALlL THE DAYSE OF THY LITL

YEA, THOU SHALT BT TAT CHILDLEN'S CHILDREX
ANXD PEACE wpoN Ispani.”

—Psalm exxvii, s, 5,

B eeollections,
EBY THE REY. WILLIAM BROCK, OF HAMPRIEAD,

Ir is with unfeioned hesitation, and after repeated
attempts, that I venture to add any strokes of my own
to the delineation of character which in the preceding
pages another hand has drawn. The reader has re-
ceived an impression, clear and complete, of & life
which he desired to see; and he may have his impres-
sion weakened or distorted. On the other hand, if
ever there was one the more private aspects of whose
character could bear to be faithfully presented as en-
tirely consistent with his public career, it was the sub-
ject of this memoir. Perhaps, also, the public career
can searcely be appreciated without glimpses of & more
familiar acquaintance. The excitement of a popular
pulpit is the illuminated side of the sphere; to com-
plete it we must include the strenuous preparation,
and the reaction, painful or pleasant, of the home: or,
again, the surprise that we may have felt at the occa-
sional irritations that ocenr in conference or commitiee
ig forgotten as we are admitted to the kindly humours
and happy self-forgetfulness of the fireside. Those
who kmew 1y father best, I believe, admired and loved
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him most; and the plain tale which I have to
whether it please the reader more or less, is t. th
writer an almost unmingled delight o recall

The earliest recollactions which I have of him ap

one of the most genial ecompanions that a boy co
des:i__‘re. He did not take an active share in our same:
or invent new diversions for wus; and _perba;s-
thought him, both then and afterwards, a little
anxious and urgent about our lessonz; but he ente
with the liveliest interest into whatever occupied ug
w?rk or play, and the main impression left on'
m_mtls is of the most tender, considerate, and :imp'aiitml
%ﬂ_ndness-.- In cur illnesses his sbudy was often tu
into a nursery,.as being the brightest room he had
and he was himself among the best and cleverest
nurses. Iis presence at all times scemed to £]
whole houge, and clouds very rarely dirmmed tha,t'i'.:
shine. We were never so happy as when he was
loigure for a holiday. T seem to sec him now
looked in thosa younger years, wandering with us:
Mousehold Hepth, or chasing his hat along the Cro
Sands ; now on the lawn at Guton among the bas
the gayest of them all; now driving us alo'n:
~ smooth Norfolk turnpike roads to some anniverss;

the county at which he would have to preach.
on inquiry of others who remember him, ag chil
in those old Norwich days, I find that it is ju
buoyency of his which they most readily recall
broad, bright face, the plain, homely, hearty '
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that ke always had, the cheery tones in which he was
wont to hail the arrival of friends in 8 phrase still
remembered, though the precise point of it is lost—
“ Here come the chariots of Amminadab!”-

With all this abounding cheerfulness, there was a
weight of earnestness and of authority which, if it was
telt in the church and in the city, was in habitual
exercise ot home. We were an ordered household.
The parental rule was never for a moment guestioned :
I doubt if it entered our minds to question it. The
mother's influence was of thab calm, penetrating, wnde-
nigble kind which bears everything before it. The
father added an element. not more powesful, but more
omphatic and eager. His affectionate anxiety for our
good betrayed itself in his tones, his gestures, and the
most transient expressions of his face. Ib found its
follest vent in that family worship which became in
lis hends such & reality of fatherly concern and filial
obligation. It was unnatural, impossible, not to he
dutifnl to ons who prayed for us as he did. There Le
seems to stand walting for me, on one Sanday morn-
ing in particular, with & little Bible in his hand as &
gift to me, the first I ever had ; and on the fly-leaf in
his own careful handwriting still stend the words, .
which were just the utterance of his daily thought
about us all—¢ With his father's precious love, and
earnest prayer that it may be inetrumental in his early
conversion to God” How could we but be “ holden
in the cords ” of such strong and faithful love?
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The enchantment of distance no doubt hangs al;
the Norwich days: yet it was a stining atmospher
that of the old provincial city; better for a be :
breathe then that of the monotonous village s
on the one hand, or of this overgrown metropoiig.
the other. My father's share in what was passin
considerable, as this memoir has shown; and }1
pected s to take almost as vivid an interest in i
he did himself. We were soon initiated into mos
the burning questions of the day; and if we we
from our childhood, ardent Abolitionists, sturdy Neg
conformists, and thoroughgoing Liberals, it was 16 ot
of his. The names of Knibb and Burchell, Fo
Buxton and Joseph Sturgs, Richard Cobden and Jo
Bright, were household words with ns. What ‘ds
were those when Mr. Knibb was expected in Norii
fresh. from the perils of the Jamaics court-house’::
when good Mr, Fuller, a full-blooded negro, on his
to mission~work in Africa, made his memorabl
bringing 2 coupls of yams with him, and tryin;
make us say that we enjoyed the flavour!
have heen scarcely nine years old when, at wha
have been infinite inconvenience to himself, :
contrived to push a way for me into St. Andrew’s
and to find room beside him on the arehestra,"'o th

memorable winter night when Cobden encountéred,
. their own ground the Corn-Law chivalry of

with stout Mr, Edmond Wodehonse at their.

bore away with him the enthusiastic suffrages
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aszembled citizens. The Parliamentary election of 1847
found the Norwich boys as strenuous politicians as their
elders; we watched the contest as keenly, and as care-
folly recorded the results. The white cockade was
worn proudly on our young Radical breasts ag the poll
proceeded ; and when, after his hongurable defeat, Ser-
jeant Parry drove through. the market-place amid the
cheers of his supporters, we cheered with the loudest.
No douht there is a ridiculous aspect in which this
juvenile ardour mey be represented. To some indif-
ferent philosophers it will seem that our fathers were
turning us into prigs. Their verdiet, however, may he
questioned. Of course our understanding of these
grave political matters was shallow ; of eourse we came
down “to see the Dbattle” and to enjoy the noise: yet
there was a residuum of conviction under all, and a
healthy stirring of the spirit; and if all fathers trained
their sons to take an early interest in principles which
they themselves hold dear, might it not be better both
for Church and State ? .

The focus of activity and of thought was S8t. Mary's.
Tt is Sunday morning ; the congregation are gathering
in their spacious meeting-house, which has a certain
simple taste and elegance aboub if, striking even a
child; and about them thers is a look of leisure, and
much friendly speech and greeting as they enter, and &
general sense of being at home with each ofher. All
classes, or nearly all, are represented, from the worthy
old pensioners in the almshouses to city manufacturers
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and magistrates. The farmers and millers from: ‘th
f}ountry round muster strongly ; they have driven e
inte town and rested awhile in their Sunday lodgi
T00IS, and now they ait in their family pews, wit
their children round them, lilke patriarcha W’};at
array of noble old white heads there is in the aall;
where we sit! What an aggregate of solid se:?se an
gound bellef, with a strong docfrinal basis at. 1]
b‘ottom of it, and, best of all, a warm experience ! ’i‘h’e
sit with a eertain grand air, as of people to‘ who
Joseph Kinghorn has ministered, and who still ex
to be fed with “the finest of the wheat” DBut
half-past ten now, and the quiet whispers in whi
friends have been indulging are hushed. The we
trained choir are in their places round the table-pe
and into the little box nnder the pulpit good Mr. J i
Cozens has just stepped, senior deacon of the ¢
and charged with the reading of the hymns. Then'the
red baize door in the wall immediately bshind th -
Pit ‘opens, and punctwal as in later years, the pr <
15? in his place. Service begins—perhaps with:
simple announcement of the line :— B

“ Welcome, sweet day of reat”

All know the hymn, and can sing it withoub”
Everything that follows is fresh, flowing, and vigo
- But beyond that general impression ; boy don
usually carry much away from prayer or sermon

the next thing T remember i3 the long waiting for
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T
in the chapel after all was ended, and the joyful privi-
lege of walking home with him alone.

It wag a greab trouble to s o]l when my father was
obliged to leave Norwich ; and the change marks an
epoch not only in his career, bub in the character of
our Tecollections. The elder ones of ns were of an age
henceforth to enter more intelligently into hig objects
and operations; apd manch of the difference in our im-
pressions may be due to this advance in owrselves. We
had been aware of his activities and of his successes in
Norwich ; in London we became gradually eonscions
also of his discouragements and disappointments. But
gtill T am disposed o think that, with all the inspira~
tion afforded by the sarroundings of bis later life, he
wag in himself mot s buoeysnt and elagtic as before.
The natural weight of years Was multiplied by the
peculiar regponsibilities of the new position. Friends
sallied around him equally Joyal and much Taore
pumercus. The charm of variety n his oecupations
was not diminished. The scope for his energies and
sywpathies, if Jess concenbrated, was larger and perhaps
loftier. But, on the other hand, there was of necessity
a hurry of ogeupatior, & girain, a pressure Oon mind and
body, too incessant to leave the spring and cheerfulness
of life unimpaired. When he sighed, as he sometimes
did, for the Norwich days, we knew how sincere his
longing was. He would never have left 3t. Mary's and
is well-beloved Norwich, if the merciless east winds
would have suffered him o stay.
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What T have thus said tends rather to exalt Thian
to depreciate the vivid intercst of that London :
He threw himself into its labours and anxieties w
all the forvent enthusiasm of his nature, Ti v
heat that generabed motion in the house as well
the church, The impelling force of it was felt in
direction. There was no idleness or languor am
us if he could prevent it. Now it is one of the b
loitering in the hall, who is hurried off to school ;

a servant is reminded that the dinner-houvr will sho
have strucl; and presently the mother herself, leisuraly
occupied upstairs, hears the warning from below that
she will be late for the prayer-meeting, Punetuality
was a passion with him, and he carried it almo
an exfreme ; but it was a part of that whole forw
spirit of his, which, like the sweep of a grea
could endure no obstruction in its own unrest
COTIsa. :
My father'’s own days were modsls to us of Gntir
ing, orderly, and conscientions oceupation. The ord
_did not extend to the surroundings; for his_";s
table was usually a complete chaos of books:'an
manuseripta, and his memorands were dispersé
differently over stray cards, backs of letters, and
Ieaves of hooks. Bub his engagements were care
marshalled and his time regularly allotted
them. The dinner-hour was almost his only I
‘Breekfast was not over before he was in his aceus
tomed seat beside the window, the “Times” i hay

RECOLLECTIONS, 3ot

to be diligently read and mastered, and then flung down
upon the floor as he rose to go to his study. IHappy
were the mornings when he was ab liberty to sta'y
there! Teo often for his comfort, if not also for his
taste, some distant engagement in the country involved
a journey through the day; frequently he would
devote the whole forencon to that pastoral visitation
which he deemed so essential, and in which he excelled
so much ; and then there were the inevitable Gomm..it-
tees. When he had the hours to spare, and no pressing

- preparation was in hand, he would devote them to some

tough piece of rcading, ehiefly theological. It was his
delight to read any book of special Importance straight
through at once, taling morning after morning over 16
till the task was accowmplished, and often, if he-could,
following up the first perusal of it with a sacond.
Then he would discuss its merits abt every opportunity
with those whom he thought compstent to judge, ill
his opinion was fully formed; and some emphatic
phrase, written at the end of the book, would sterectype
his verdict.* The lighter literature he kept for a later

% The Dijary shows that during lia husiest time he trod with his
measured tramp, spmatimes toora than once, over Hare's * Mission of
the Comforter,” Stanley’s ** Apostolic Age,” John Smith's **Belect
Disconrses”” Morell's ** Philosophy of Religion,” Misli's "Baaei of
Belief,” * The Eelipse of Faith” Cunybears and Howson's “8t.
Taul,” Masson’s ©* Life of Milten,” Ruakia’s Modern Painters,” * Tom
Brown's Schoolda.ya” {ngain and again !}, Carlyls of Inveresk, De
Quincey, Colensa, Macleod Camphbell on the Atonement, Miiller on
@in, and Maurice on Bacrifics, of whom he says: “Bticking to

Maurice snd Maurice sticking to e Macaulay's History he
drank with delight on one of his Loliday months in Devon.-~ED.
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~ hour, and often, after the busiest of his days, read
far into the night. He professed, indeed, a rather 3
nounced contempt for most of the essays, travel
or tales that found their way into the house; bu
seemed to have a considerable relish for them too,
usually proved to know more of them than we.
Preparation for the pulpit or the lecture-room wi
as the veader of the mermnoir has seen, most strento;
and severe. Thers is a story told of the children of
certain enthusiastic artist, who were found running
desperate haste, as if pursued, to' some remote eorne
the house, and who gave the explanation, “Fathep’
painting & sky!” Sky-painting was delicate wor
would appear, and demanded quiet for its proper exsei
tion. 'We could have well sympathised with the fugitiv
Triday and Saturday, especially the latter, were
strietly kept by our father for his study as if 2 monasé;
vow had been upon him. 'The room where he sat w;
forbidden ground .to noisy feef. Callers were an :
tolerable affliction, and had to communieate their err
at gecond-hand.  If we were sent up with a messag'
a letter, we found him at his desk, the pen wa
poised over the paper, the laborious conception slo
flowing into the selected words, the balaneed ph
the sonorous sentences which he loved to use, the wl
man, mind and body, engrossed in the effort, and @
the lips unconscionsly following the regular move
of the fingers. When he came down to his meal
shadow of his sermon never left him.  Ie talked
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in those days, and was impatient of interruptions. The
load seemed to. grow greater and heavier as the Sabur-
day wore on; but Sunday morning came, and broughs
relief, :

T cannot vecall, looking hack upon those years, the
glightest trace in my father of what would be called the
professional spirit, It is much easier to think of him
as the man than as the minister. His work was more

“than his work to him; it was Lis Lfe. Now we live

if ye stand fast in the Lord,” is the natural expression
of his habitual fecling, * Bloomsbury” would have
been found written on his heart. - To hear him speak
of the place, you would Lave thought it possessed of an
organic existence, the sum of all that was breathing in
its members, or being wronght out within its walls. To
love Dloomsbury was at once to be his friend; to he
leaving Bloomsbuwry was a kind of calamity, which
drew out his deepest comeern,  His inner thermometer
seemed to riss and fall with the temperature of his
church, A good prayer-meeting there supplied him
with comfort for all the week; a passing misunder-
standing there would weigh upon his mind like a moun-
tain. If conversions were multiplied, it was meat and
drink, oil and wine, to him; when they seemed to
dlacken, he passed into the thick clonds of despondency.
He positively hungered for the tolens of gpiritual pro-
sperity. Tle was keenly sensitive to the slightest symp-
tom of progress or discouragement. I used to wonder
why one so strong and resolute could ears to open all
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his heart to 2 mere stripling, and to tale counsel
comfort from my inexperience. I wondered, tas
he came to be so easily cast down by an ignorant esit
cigm or an unintentional slicht, end why a few k
words of appreciation made his eye light up so bl‘l;
Others may have shared in the surprise. But now
desire for symypathy appears to me a parb of his'w.
large, eager, fervent character; just as indiffersn:
to it may be associated with a shallower faith:
inferior devotion. The extreme semsitiveness o
nature was undoubtedly an element of his powe
enabled him to respond instinclively fo the slig
approach of confidenes on the part of others, - It
him in a state of Labitual comcern about their welfa
and made him swift to defect the first symptom
baeksliding or inconsisteney. It prompted the pa I
appeal or the urgent pastoral lether, which we
often blessed to the revival and restoration of th
rate souls with which he had to deal. There was.
semblance in many points between his characte
that of his favourite model, the Apostle Panl,
same quick susceptibility wes there; the same opg
of feeling and utterance; the same vigilanee it
ing over men; something of the same yeani
their salvation— g
“Ho unto thee it was given
Meany to save with thyself ;
And, st the end of thy day,

O faithiul shepherd, to come -
Bringing thy sheep in thy hand 1’
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His incessant public engagements were never per-
mitted to divert our father's thoughts and sympathies
from his home. Everything there, down to the most
minube details, continued to interest him. The small
failures and friumphs of our school-life he was never
tired of discussing with us; bis only vexation heing
when any of ug (to use his own phrase) were too
« gocrative” He entered freely into all our friendships
and relaxations. The Angust holidays we ugually spent
all together; and what pleasant weeks he made for us
about Dartmoor, or by the Menai Straits, or in his own
native neighhourhood of Honiton! In his Jonger trips
he always tried to make one or hoth of his boys bis com-
panion; and he would delight to see us gtarting for a
first serious elimb np Oader Idvis or the Wengern Alp,
while he stayed by the stream or gauntered in the
meadows, ready to watch our deseent and to sympathise
{1 the exercise which he could not always share.
Soenery of all kinds was a constant - enjoyment to
him; but it was equalled, and sometimes it was
spoiled, by his concern for the people of the places
which he visited. The crétins in the valley of the
REhone were a sore trouble to him, and &0 were the
unquenchable Irish beggars. I remember how one

" Qay, during a drive from Galway to Clifden, in Conne-
‘mara, a squad of little Irishmen, stark naked, raced for

o mile beside our car, laughing at our protestations ;
till at last my father, all his patience gone, snatched

the whip from the driven, and, with no unskilful hand,
. v
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switched it on the back of the nesrest urchin =
boy was hurt, and at the unexpected display of ¢ .g]"
tion the whole pack drew off. My father soom bec
to look uncomfortable, but he said nothing. ¥
_night I heard him turning very restleasly in hm be
and inquired if anything was wrong. “Yes™ he g
“it was that hoy.” He fesred he had been hasty, an
might have hurt him badly. I tried to reassure h
but his spirifs were all gone. Next day we were.
return over the same Toad. As we neared the so
of the encounter, my father wes on the watch, and. h
hand went into hig pocket. Soon the array of beggas
Tepppeared, and amongst them our hero, none the wois
apparently for his whipping, and maning with the rea
My father’s face brightened; he beskoned to the: i
glipped something into his hand, and received in
a how and g smile which seemed to say that any amoun
of the lash would be willingly acoepted on the: 58
ferms ! :
Qur Christmas Day at Norwich was, in the eyes
the ohildren ab least, & poor affair It seemed har
the very land of turkeys, to have to be conter
that day with the barest dinner of the whole ye
only compensation being a larger log wpon the
But the kitchen applisnces were consecrated fh
timé to the office of roasting meat and boiling dumip
lings for the dear old women belonging to St.
who appeared in & body, each armed with cloth
.basin, to carry off the spoil. Y hope we did not ‘gt
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them what they got; certainly it was no disappoint-
ment to learn that in London this venerable ingtitn-
tion was not to be tevived. Christmag became really
Christmas with us after that; and each year our father
seemsd to look forward to it more eagerly, and to enjoy
it with n keener relizsh. Tt was good to gee him when
we were all seated, with his grandson Arthur abt his
gide, beaming at my mother across the length of the
table, and rubbing his hands after the vigorous man-
ner which betokened his moments of sociel satisfac-
tion: It was still better to be with him later in the
evening, when we were frequently joined by our neigh-
bour, My, Pattison, and his family, and by good Dr,
Benjamin Davies and his delightful wife. A fine time
we sometimes bad. Study end drawing-room, opening
into each other, were turned for the hour into a play-
ground ; old and young became playiellows; and 2

" notable sight it was to wateh the Hebrew professor, with

his eyes carefully handaged, grasping the air or the
windew-curfains at blind-man’s-buff; or presently to
have pastor and professor compelled, at the turning of
the trencher, to execute mancuvres across the cirele
in tesponse fo the psendomyms prepared for them
beforehand. They took their reward afterward in the
houe of intimate fireside talk which the elders of the
party reserved for themselves.

That house in Gower Street hecame fo one so open to
the power of local associations almost like a part of
himself. e believed it to be nof only the healthiest,
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but the most desirable spot for residence in all Exgla
and he was never tired of exposing the modern fot]'ly
he deemed if, of preferring the clay and stue
fashionable suburb to the gravel soil and solid 3
structures of the BDedford estate. To 1eturn to
house from his holiday was ag preat & delight to hin
to quit it for the most tempting trip ; and he would
expatiate among its spacious rcoms and its lofty st .
cases, a8 if he could nof breathe properly el
‘And indeed he could work nowhere but in that stu
ke could at last scarcely sleep with comfort exe
thet chamber. .As we moved away, one after an
and settled in houses of our own, the old house heé
quite too large for those who were left; yot he' 66
not endure the thought of having to remave fro
«T have lived here,” he would say, “ and here T
to die,” The difficulty was solved for him in due
When once my mother went away for her lasti
all the charm of the place seemed to vanish too:
left it at lagt with positive satisfaction, He woul
'h_ave cared to live in it again. But he retairie
“preference for the town; and during the ter .
residence in Hampatead, he always seemed to mid
ceaselass stir of that xighty London movement;
his own life had been so long a part. l
Of the anxiety which-he continued to ¢k
the moral and spiritual welfare of ws, his'c
scarcely venture to write: for mo words of
deseribe it. The remarkable thing is, that
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intense and ab the same time so considerate. The curb
which he kept on his uatural impatience must have
been tremendous ; for with us he was most patient and
forhearing, even when we disappointed him. His heart
was set on our distinguishing ourselves at gchool ; but if
we failed, he made the best of if, and ouly tried to
point out the faults that had contributed to the failure.
He expected to hear of our advancing in business; but
when a vacant post in the office went to some one else,
or an advance in salary was withheld, his eounsel was,
« Resolve more prayexfully than ever to be worth the
larger salary.” The growth of the congregation whieh,
in process of time, hig elder son was called to raise, was
an cbject of solicitous thougbt to him ; and, with. his
ardent spirit, he must often bave longed for its more
rapid progress; bub he never breathed = whisper of
dissatisfaction : his words were invariably words of
approvel, confidence, and congratulation. A sevious
defect in our character, or the neglect of a serious duty,
he pursued, on the other hand, with all his power, until
it was amended. The taciturnity of one child, the
indolence or inattention of ancther, would form the
theme of letter after letter, tracing the fault to its
origin, and pressing the need for divine help no less
¢han for personal resolution and improvement. The
siightest hint on our side of religious anxiety would be
answered instantly by the most affecting assurances of
fatherly encouragement. The joyful secret wes at once
communicated by one parent to the other; and the
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1eply was always from them both, We felt. thiad
conversion to an earnest Christian life and ch
was the one thing of all others that would fill
hearts with the nune dimittis of grateful aatisfaetic;ﬁ
My father's manner of conducting worship in

family has been noticed in the Memoir, and Wi
subjest of frequent remark among his friends,
home, it was usually quite a short service; a few véfé
of Seripture were read, and the prayer succeeded,
language simple enough for the youngest to foﬂj&
and full of reference to everyday life, its lesgons .
thnginess, and its amusements. We were often me
Fionacl by name; and so were friends at a distanc
in eircumstances of trouble. The little service was th
always real and telling ; but thers were times when the
earnestness of it became intense. Our father ne .
prayed ¢ us; but if one was going on a given day
hoarding-schoel, or another about te enter on commer
life, or if he himself was to be ahsent from us for aw
t?:le prayer for us was one to be remembered. A ;
times he would also invite us into his study for sspar
conversation and prayer. Every Saturday eveni
Imany years, those of us who were at home had a prive
appoiniment with him, the boys one week, and |
oirls the next. It was rather a formidable stép to W
up at nine o'clock to that stady door, and to ente
that specific purpose. The sermon, newly finishe
perhaps still labouring through its final sentences, wot
be lying on the desk ; his own heart, after the two
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days of preparation, was full of great subjects; and then
he would leave the sermon and open his heart to ns.
1¢ during the week there had been any slip in speech,
any misdemeanour in conduct, this was the time 10
hear of it. If there lay upon his mind any burden
relating o our future, it was now disclosed. Then
came appeals to our confidence, and expressions ol
anxiety for our salvation, whose delicacy was only sur-
pagsed by their importunity. It seems a wonder to 18
now that we could have remained so long mute before
those -appeals, and been &0 glowly melted by those
anxietics. The prayer that followed was the cutpouring
of 2 father’s heart on the subjects that had ijust occupied
his thonghts. When we Tose from our knees, kissed
him, and left the room:, I fear it was sometimes with a
simple sense of relief that the ordeal was over; bub
somefimes heart and eyes Were full. And as, one after
another, we all came humbly to adopt his Savieur as
our Saviour,and his God as cur God, we traced to those
Saturday evenings one of the master-influences which
had kept us from evil, and guided us, by degrees, to our
Redesmer, The custom did nob cease with our conver-
sion. There his sons first learned to open their lips in
prayer, kneeling at his side. There we talked over our
perplexities, and hegan at length to take his hurdens
upon us, and to enter into his inmost thoughts. There,
on patticular occasions, as when he was about to leave
home for his long American journey, he sought our
prayers, and we, in turn, were enabled to cormmend
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him. to that Divine protection which through so
years he had never failed to invoke on our btéhalf m
-The shadows which in course of time beqan to Toggh
thu?k round thet happy home were of a kiZd PFG]?_[
trying to one of my father's disposition. AJ gudd
shock of sorrow, even though it threatened to be o
whelming, he would gird up hiz loins te ;ndure -
was like a reck then in the midst of the waves |
the principal trial ordsined for him was to be ;1 slo
and lingering one. Fe had to ses the one whom: hg
loved best, on whose wise and unremitting eara he h
allowed himself to become dependent in a thowsand
Was, pass slowly, but too surely, into the grasp of
disease prolonged and almost certainly incurable, -
]I%‘L‘\St watch her who was naturally better ftted to ;:rat
him, through long and bitter alternations of hope a;
despondency. ¥e must order the details of the hﬁﬁs
kold, and superintend the management of the sick-room
and all the while he must prosecute his public work,
bear the pressure of his own deelining yearé‘ Th:a
sult was inevitablae. If was scom perceptible, even
strangers, in his looks, his tones, and his ve:ry- :
The entries in hig diary and the allusions in his 1
betray the vehemence of the suffering through whic
was conseious of passing. * Rough wind an(; east wind,
ke often wsed to say, “were blowing at one ¢ e
Eveqﬁing in the church and in the world assume
his mind the sombre colouring of his disordered: ko
It was a trying time for his friends as well as for h
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gelf. How he bore up at all, with what secret search-
ings of heart, with what strong crying and tears, amidst
what temptations to repine and even to rebel, is known
only to that ever-present Triend who at firsb “ saw him
under the fig-tree,” and on whom he never failed to
cash bis care. ,
Tor he did bear up, even while the trial wag ab its

height, and he had seasons of snnshine toe. The con-

stant visits of his children and his grandchildren never

failed to cheer him, The sympathies and intercessions

of his friends, and especially of his cwn people, were &
balm to the wounds of his spirit. Our mothers own
unselfish dovotion was mever more coDSpicHous than
in the command which she kept of her own feel-
ings ; and her constant thought wag how to lighten his
load. She was his very opposite. Her glow suffering
was usually borne with a sersne COmMPpOSUIe which did
ot astonish us, becauss it was so exactly like her. Her
patience wes the most effectual eurd on hig impatience.
‘Her unbroken peace of mind filled him with praise and
Tindled his own faith; and so, as the end drew near,
he rose clear out of his despondency. We, their chil-
dren, shall never forget the last days which our parents
spent together on earth. They clung to one another
with an unconcealed ardour of attackment, which in
grdinary times bad- been covered from ug with a veil of
dignified Teserve; and yet they were prepared to sepa-
rate. They seemed eb times to be lifted above the earth,
while yet the one was racked with pain and the other
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suffering the even keanar pangs of sympath L
tanght us to think of her when she Tyas ) Wh
our thonght of them both they are not Ioiontz :
scarcely disunited ; they ate “ag home With,th EL
Th.ree years, however, elapsed before he follo o
and it was a period with distinct purposes W;
marked characteristics, A notable reaction F;L(];ti‘ : b
accj:nm;?a,nied the relief from those regular :
obligations which had been for g goodbwhilapa :

more than he eould bear, Eyen the.sense of the 1

d glorified by the pre
In?emory of her_ dying words. When he had estﬁbhshe
mself—as, with his usual lova of personal freedom |

determined to do-—in quarters of his own at the fog

}_Fampstead Hill, with his favenrite authors round
his son’s house hard by, and a cirgle of old friends wit
easy xeach, it might for the moment have seemed. i
the Sabbath of his 1ife had really dawned. By degries
however, the sense of loneliness deepened ; bodﬂ? o
firmities crept up, i
It became apparent how irreparable wag the stro
had taken from him, at the time which they ha
hoped to spend in congenial companionship, the
of nearly forty years, o :
There was an agrecable variety, too, and & ‘congi
able amount of enjoyment in his life at Rosslyii]
Callers were numerous, from the childven
éame up with loving messages and invitations £
wembers of his former flock, to the veteranz o
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generation, full of the old battles In which they had
fought together, and of the signs of the coming age.
Younger ministers were especially welcorne. He seemed
to repeat his own earlier life in hearing of their sue-
cesses and in atterapting to relieve their perplexities.
He took to answering the letters which poured in wpon
his leisure in a full, deliberate fashion, the opposite
of his usual style. Much of his time Wwas necessarily
spent in reading, and his relish for it seemed to be
sharpened by exercise, He would sit for hours ponder-
ing any great deliverance on questions of scientific or
relicious interest; and he pursued with almost equal
care the eriticisms, explanations, and rojoinders that
followed, New books he waited for more anxiously
than ever; but he still adhered loyally to the familiar
companions of his solitude, and delighted to enlarge
on the profit which he derived from their reperusal.
The mornings scon pasged in occupation of this kind.
Then came the evenings in society, when he would
bring out the results of his reading, and compare them
with what others thought; and again there were his
frequent expeditions into town, and the daily and almogt
hourly intercourse with his children. The grandehildren
became now a peculiar pastime o him, Their presence
linked him with the generations following, and drew
gently back the cartain of the past. He loved to see
them playing in his room and lightening its solitude ;
or himself to pay & visit to “ precious Harold” at High-
gate, which would waken many & tonching memery, and
draw down a patriareh’s blessing upon “ Ellen’s boy.”
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The earnestness 6f his old spirit was unabage
these closing years, At leisure in ome. iei
another he was never more occupied, «Th
all the churches” seemed to He upon hig:
remember the kind of awe with which he fi

to recogrise the new order of ministry which his/n

ment wag to involve. It eame over him on :
te preach, at John Street, the funeral semnon. f
Noel, and then, soon afterwards, to rends
service after the unexpected and early d
Hayoroft at Leicester. He was not, the
merely as an occasional supply; his aid: vis
looked for in emergencies, and in the gen :
the Church. Tt was with quite a new '¢é
that he gave himself to his work, Ha

-closet for the many brethren to whom iz
country, it became his privilese to niinister
confided to him their individual diffe

out his sympathies with & broader:v

and he stood as with his loins girde

respond to the calls that came. N

heart lay his own well-beloved Bloom

roll he never withdrew his name; and

he followed with a parental intensity

to that came St, Mary’s at Norwich, &

church at Hampstead, He was of il

by choice, thrown much amongsé us.’

expected that he would crave the thiron

large activities to which he had so lo
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tomed, and especlally that his patcl.ence as a hearer

would be limited. But he entered into the concernz
of the smaller sphere with all his na,tm‘a.ﬂ Wmt}'l, T :
sought to revive, for our benefit, the_varled prenem‘;ei
of his own ministry. He came in and out as, ali?.

deed a “father in Glod,” preaching to us occa.slloln :g
with that peculiar uncfion which was nOW medf)we

with his age, taking & willing parb I out or m:;zl}i
meetings, and most often, till his en.ga,gementfsdrémthe
plied, sitting Sunday afer Sunday in our mil sf, .

most attentive and considerste of . hefxrers. It & i
preacher was 1ok without his anxieties in the pr_osgecf
of that presence, they vanished at once. No wor 'od
oriticism ever dropped from him ‘except ac:}ompa.meal
by the most affectionate appreciafion. ' I:Ie ;V?Seﬁnieof
blessing to us all. There grew up & distinet fe i;;ad
personal relationship between him and our Ha,n;ﬁ? »

people, of every church and class. We would wd m?l y
have retaimed him amongst us, s.nd.dwelt R er hig
ghadow. No fruer mourners stood at last by hl{; open
grave than some who only in these later days had come

Tove « the Doctor.” ‘ ‘

¢ ](;izwgz:%ous design of Providence in sparmg; hm;.
becarme abundantly clear to himself as Wt:)']l as to 1;{ E;
Tt will bave been gathered frorn precedmlg re;na{.}r :
that my father was prone t0 jnake a;ny.‘shmgNDu -
hopefal view of the results of hig praachlng?.t o e
who simply saw him in the pulpit, ag?ow th e
spiration of his subject, could conceive of sne D
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of depression into which, within an hour, he .' )
> migh

permit himself fo gink. *I rvarely coine down int

vestry,” 11‘e ‘confessed once In conversation with' M
anl, "::vlthaut discorafort and the sense of fail l.
; nd 1,” was the equaily characteristie reply, « ag
with them” The depression was someﬁm’es rer}f:

and reproved, in carlier days, by instances of

pacted success. He had come home one Sunday even

mg% at Norwich from delivering the second
“ Fraternal Appeals” to young m:n at St. Mary’ 0- ]
chapel had been crowded, and the inte.rest }fsdb .
extreme; but he threw himself .down on t}B; : i
coverad his face with his hands; and groaned ; .t hi
)“fear that the appeals were, after all, toa prove uou
ing. At that very moment a knock came .at thn ot
?.nd a caller asked o see him. It was a.youn:‘ i
in anxiety of mind, fo whom that very lsermopr;
be?sn made the arrow of conviction. My uncle, Wi
Bligs, then a boy living in the house, was pre;.e:iiﬁ:
?en‘lembers the joyful reaction of feeling whic’
ln'cldent caused ; and of course my father Wasj' l
W]:ﬁ].’fout many most blessed tokens of a'.succe'
ministry; but while they cheered they .never over i
that congtitutional despondency. It was reserver
-the end of hiz days for him fo =ee, as in g
mfezusure he came to see, the &bund&m;e of t}ﬁ.b.
v'mhwhiah his life’s labours had been crowned, Tt
ling, &s he now did, from place to place in the.'“.
and finding hespitality in many homes, the cirel
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/_/_,_/_,_,———/—’—’_’_
ohservation became extended; and people someho™
found it easy to open up their hearts to this old man,
whose naturally cordial manner had now added to it
the pathetic touch of SOTOW, and whom, perhaps, they
should never meet again. “So they came t0 the houses
where he stayed, or lingered behind in the chapels
where he preached, to tell him of what, in days gone
by, he had been the means of doing for their souls.
By degrees it hecame clear to him that his work af
PRloomsbury had been (yod’s message o 4 multitude
heyond the acoustomed congregation. Hers he met '
with one who, coming ¥ London for some critical sur-
gieal operation, spent his Sunday there, and had been
« girded with strength” for the morrow's trial; hers
with enother, in whose heart despair was prompting
suicide, rescued there, by some great Gogpel word, from
the tempter ; and often with those whose youthful steps
had been sustained along the slippery paths of city
Jife by the appeals, half fatherly, half fraternal, of
that strong, experienced aul, Families he meb where
the children had Been. taught to DAMe his name with
reverence, and the parents loved him as the friend and
adviser of their youth. This man and thet man bad
heen bomn in Ploomsbury ; brought under his own
preaching to Jay hold on the nnspeakable gift; and he
had never known i, and might: never have known if,
but for these years. of rovelation, It geems right to
put these things down for the encouragement of
others equally earnesb and devoted: if to them the
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results of much th
ad tzhf:‘.y have wr .
rayers is hi s ought with pai
ﬁmjl? ;—"; ;“ hidden, it is none the less real a 1{31a1ns ind
o the day shall declare it.” nd endor-

This ifying i
gratifying intercourse with others combined
ne

Wlth th. dle 1 RENCSS & f}he SOi te\nlﬂg ect
3

of sorrow to work a certai
o ’ n change in som
o 13};?:;15; nﬁ; chalfacter. All his fenderness at ioailéedcz
ot Bice frox T.zm that out-of-doors there was about hi
an oo Opposﬁivarmth of language, and an impatienm
it on, that doubtless weve to obher t;e
uolect fwms; irseverent remark, He was indeed asmae
opon i, and ]zriouth; the eombat had been fc;meg
s 13 t s thrusts were not always of th
= the,_.e‘ W;i; ajc t‘,he close, and for scme tims hef .
s Shete };ﬁils‘umet process of transformation ti Obm
NN msgfsr]]j-]ezd to find more to admire in othei .- :
raon, and ess & ¢ or to denonnce. His estimate .
e exire;rdo-n a more comprehensive scale 'an(?..'
they wero expre :r‘frh in words of studied moderatiou: So;
et t,o ome fo hlad at. times been his opponent;
e b0 ik 0 hlm with equal kindliness; atid;
oo, who b nkeen distant and donbtful and ailitt .
o b},l oeune thl'is; ly forward, and found that they cam:
To us who 1ovede,lfiulin;El ;]]]::t thedSl;DShiDE  beot Lo
o us who and knew him be e
indexe:;tifile t;) ]siay., a.]l'this was doubly precicif; Ia:
¢ full ripening of that rare Ghristia;l cfz

acter under whose br
oad sh
a sure confidence and reat? cltex wo Lad b0 loog
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His  theology, also, in its general spirit and in its
gubordinate developments, partook of the expansion.

Tt bad been pmnounced and positive, though never rigid ;

and in all the greab eseentials 1t pemained the same.

THe did not, so far as 1 am aware, alter tho language
which he bad been wont to represent the doctrines of
Geripture ; he had no npatural leaning to novel theories
fthe whole, be intrenched himself to

or expositions; 0%
the moderate Calvinism of

the end within the lines of
Andrew Fuller. The difference lay in his jncreased
readiness to consider opposite opinions and to admit
of the friendly discussion of his own. There came to
be such a candid admission of 1gnOTANCS and such &
generous gppreciation of aifficulties, that it warmed one
to talk with him OB topics of the kind ; the more 50
because, on the other hand, there Was gnch & horror of
anything like levity or indifference, and so tenacions an
adherence to those central truths which are our life.
That hold was never relaxed ; snd 16 was maintained,
ob as Men defend a favourite gpeculation, but with the

full foree of parsongl 2ssuTARCE. "The Saviour, and His

atoning sacrifice for sin, lay ab the heart not of his

theology alone, but of his life. The text of what was
perhaps the poblest of huis seTmons was also the voice of

his daily experience—" (od forbid that I shounld glory,
Tord Jesus Christ.”

gave in the cross of our
A multitnde of conflicting feelings Was thronging in

< 25 wo brought up t0 14s last Testing-place in

ol heart
ember night, all that
X

Tondon, through the dark Nov
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remained to us of him whom we had loved and losb..'
The conguering thonght, T remember well, was one of
triomnph.  That thought has never waversd since. Tt

was like bearing some veteran warrior, fallen in the

hour of victory, home upon his shield. And our warsior
was not fallen, after all; he was laying aside his

armour, and entering into the joy of his Lord. Fain -

wonld we have kept him with ug; perhaps there might
have been found a solace for his loneliness, and o
settled home for his wandering steps.  But for the Weary
winter months his physical infirmities must have always
kept him distant from his children and silenced him
from service; and those infirmities, mated with a mind
so restless, might have soon made it & burden to exist,
He was taken from the evil to come; and he could
scarcely have been taken in a happier hour, His sons
and his surviving daughter were at his side ; his brethren
in the ministry had gathered round him at Plymouth
but a few weeks before, and cheered his heart with their
affectionate sympathy ; in his old place at Bloomsbury,
over the people whom he had served so long and loved
so well, one stood like-minded with himself, bearing

high the banner which his hands had dropped ; around

his grave waited & throng that yet only represented the
multitude who hononred his name and would cherish’

his memory. Was it not the fulfilment of the ancient
benedietion—* Thou shalt see thy children’s children, :

and pesce upon Tsrael” 2

APPENDIX
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Nore A, page 67.

THE sermon roferred to is here given a8 it stands in the
original manuseript, and may interest the reader as an
illustration of the young preacher's theology, spirit, and
power of composition, ab the very threshold of his special
studies for the ministry.

THE CONSTRAINING TNFLUENCE OF LOVE
OF CHRISTL

i For the love of Christ constraineth us.”—2 CloR. V. I4

Ox no occasion doe ; more strikingly
develop the difference cubsisting between him and the Chris-
tian than when he endeavonrs to acconnt for the existence of
that difference. Povcelving an individual, with whoge age and
eircamstances in life he jas much in common, adopting plans
and pursuing pugageInents directly the reverse of his own, he
sometimes inquives to what this contrariety is to be attributed ?
And when, in the examination of lis own springs of action, and
in the investigation of the whole round of human motives, he
fails in obtaining a reply, he supposes that there is no alberna-
tive butto brand the Christian es an enthusiast, and to ascribe
Lis piety and hig zeal to the influence of wild fanaticism ot of
2 hewildered intellect. _
Sgel was the manner in whieh, the epamies of the Apostle
Paul attempted the zolution of the Jiffculty in which his intense
devotedness had entangled thein Bup whilst © enthusiasm
and insanity ” was the ery by which he was pangiled, his witness
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was in heaﬁen and. his record i
wag on high ; i igh
and ballowed fervour he rejoined, * Wh:éhtl;eiowt:l%?e?@t;]ilda g
e our-

seives, 1t 1

cau,sees.,” ltAl]idt?i Glod : or whether we be sober, 1t Is for you

camse.’ At . dear prathen, as the same mistalken I}otiung :

st ont rer;e , gaul as the motive referred to in the t.c-,:d;m:E

s e YO%I at spring of action to tho Christian, allow us ‘:S

- Sabbathngg:;; ao:fld yoclll_r attention in foundiiug hereupmg

A 1 1 }
our Sabhath, ¢'s meditation—*The love of Christ con-
It ha i

:'msta,nci ;Ofes]?er:ﬁﬁﬁked by Saurin that this passage affords an

B O b ar:: a},lI:r}:élg:ﬁylof té}ile Saered Seriptures, in-

: ! mployed may signify either

ove of Christ to ue or our love to Him ;Yi!j:3 l:i% h};:rﬁl:ll E%B
s s &

former of these significations whick we shall adopt on the p |
Te-

sent 151 ; 3

towagglc 25 ;‘:{%tdﬂecu}ﬂg your attention first to the love of Chrigt

which this Y WoOr. d, and then to the constraining infl .
exatcises on all who partake of its heneﬁgl,ssm nenee

_ T
The 1 i iliy
e love of Christ to z guilty world iz here presented to our

consi ion ; wi
I;[l::,d%?m]‘l ; with regard to which we obgerve—
. Lt 1E eaS gractous Wy ¢s ovigin

G'Dd . . . . - . .
quired. gﬁgﬁﬁ:ﬂ' 1vaer3_;thmg which man, as a morsl agent, re-
be miserable Thg ligﬁmfﬁﬂfﬁnd e happy—to disobey and

e wasthe ¢ oics hemade ; S
i;);;il?:i his h‘eart and his obedience, and obtai1ajed,&]r;]cl}me]r bg-nce
o ﬁrzn wmlth the resteiction which Glod had laid upeoﬁ.h' s
to dis;ag:rd ?Ltyl_nptom; this was speedily fellowed by ; rc]':lle:;:z
rebellion was ul,-xf&nfl dﬂlmce it was niob long ere the banner of
on the motho to wu}:ishr and man was seen inseribing thoreupon
forenon, © Who s 4L all bis future actions were to have a re-
standard was reulj-effl e Lord that I should obey Him?” This
entered the. world, and as one generation of men after another
attentior. Ar::r dé_ it was the first object that caught their
D o J;n dlt they immediately rallied, swore allegi-
despising Hjsi au&iﬁtﬂppglgli?un to God : invading His rights
a s I ahiad
hegdleﬁs and headlong{;lto ];“l:ﬁg His vengeance, and sinking
uch being the sitnation of man, to what can we i
. @

_the pi,Tor have found a ropsorn.” Y e, dear brethren
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e

gny inferference oLl his behalf? (n whoin are We to fix our
attention as bis deliverert If we turn to any of his own T8,
we find all are alike traitors against the righteou? govemment
of God. 1F we look to the angelic host—should they Mo
over the folly of man and lament its consequences, those con-
sefuences they eould not ramove, Dor gugeest the means of
their removal And whilst man Wi thus destitute of a lelper,
g0 also was he carelcss of ong, and 1ok only carcless, bub proudly
denying sueh necessity, ond rushing onwards on the thick bozees
of Crod’s buckler.

14 is in this view of His character W perceive the £Yace of

our Lord Jesus Clirigt, who ©sa® that there was no mai who
wondersd that there was no intercessor,” qnd whose ‘' own a1k
brounght galvation,” exclaiming, Deliver from going down to
t the
jove of Christ was exercised towards man while he was yeb in
Jiis sins, while b his rebeilion ggninsb
God. Hemee weé read 4 i y juners, in due
time Chyist died for the wngodly ;" « Herein is love, nob
+hat we loved God, Tt that He loved ug, and senb Hiz Son to
be the propitiation for our sins.” - - - o0

2dly, It wis wonderfud 11 8 spenifestations.

Having andertaken the ginner's CAURe from pure and
hovndless grace, in fulpess of time Christ cntered upon the
aecomplishment of Hog purposes ; and in the fingl actusl
development of that purpose we are called wpon w bhe-
hold the most wopderful act of condescension which the
upiverse has ever wyitnessed. this TROPLING in onr
jmaginations adjonrn te Bothlehem ; 1ot o admire the pre-
spect which was presented from the hill on which it, stood,
nor the peantiful ivilet that meandered thence to J erngalem ;

not indeed to admirve any of tha won

witness His snearnation, DY whose DOWET all

Teen created. At Bethiehem, W behold 1o splendid and
magnificent preparation for the recephion of the ilustrious
gtranger, nor do we see Al assemblage of the mighty and the
majestic 10 welcome His arrival who 13 craphatically the King
of kings and the Tord of lords. W enter the gtabie of the
inn, snd yonder behold a Labe wrapped in swaddling elothes
and laid in & mapger Our sympathies are excited by the
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poverty of the parents and the forlorn situation of the infant
immediately we seek the particulars of His birth and the
account of His parentage, when this reply bumts upon our ear :
“That is ‘ the mighty God, the everlasting Father,’ the Crea-
tor of the endsiof the earth” Yes !—wonder, O heavens !
and be astonished, O earth! Your Maker has become imeat-
nate—“for He was mede flesh and dwelt among na” Tes,
Christian | He who “epake and it was done, who commanded
and it stood fast,” for the love He bove to you, has taken npon
Him your nature in its lowliest, humblest form, sines * e
made Himself of no reputation, took upon Him the form of &

servant, wag made in the likeness of men, that He might become '

obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” Wonderful
manifestation of love ! but this was only the first of a series of
such manifestations ; for, following Him thence o the last
scene of Iis sojourn on earth, we discover the continmal de-
velopment of His predicted character, that He should be “a
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;” day by day we
find Him endnring  the contradiction of sinmers against Him-
self,” heing “tempted in a}l points like as we are, yet without
gin ;¥ and at night, returning from. the attack of persecution
o tle distress and destitution of poverty, kesnly to feel as Te
exclaimed, “ The foxes have holes, and the hirds of the air
have nests, but the Son of man hath not wheve to lay His bead.”

See vour Savieur, Chyistian, as the time drew near when by

His sacrifice and death all the types of the Jewish law were to.

receive fheir accomplishment. Behold Him, when one and
another circumstance indicated the approach of the great
transaction ; Satan entering into Judas, and the priests tam-
pering with that wretched man forthe betrayal of his Lord.
Why did not the Son of God paralyse these malignant designs,
and disappoint thess diabelical expectations, as He might have
done with o slance of His eye? Tt was becanse by these very
means He had undertaken to make recoreilintion for iniqmity,
and ta bring in an everlasting righteonsness.

In the performance of the work which the Father had given
Him to do, we are next psintad to the Beviour as He stood in
the garden of Gethsemane, sweating “as it were great dropa of
hlood falling down to the ground ;¥ whilst this state of suffer-
ing, dreadful as it must have been, was bub a prelude to the
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most astonishing and mysterions manifestation of merzzreté]l:?z
the Doty han erce mads to e o8 L i e

- Jiamities of an infuriatec mMUb, W& sosn el
?rll; tﬂgllfﬁl of Clalvary, not abtended by fs.lthuflrg aﬂgrﬁﬁﬁnﬁ ©
friends, willing to alleviate, ‘thcn}gh {hey co n nb e Fajther
d.istrass:, but deserted by His triends, forsa 0_31.1 nséminiolm he ,
and sut;mitted to a death cruel_ and lingering, 12 oo e
despicahle,—being crucified with two t.h1ge:ndwmg ’aJl ”
+was hanging wpon the aceursed tree, was He

heaven, and earth, and hell could inflict ; and yet Fis love was

: not caench it, 0
strong as death—" Many waters conkd 1:?1, e mighéy N

1 drown it ;" and we behold Hi »
il:sitﬁ?}?;n the Tulflment of what He had ilfvci?zﬁafl}{l:r&, bign
charging the mighty debt, cancelling the bon]l e om0
give; to Divine junstice And then—to t.eh g
hegven, to the astonighment of sarth, andHtrp he i vorcii
fture of hell, exclaiming, a8 He bowed His hea

« T4 iz finished.” L .
by dly, Tt was gloriaus i its pesulls,
}]Jifs;aeiso Wzlf ?p%easlr‘ if we reflect on the evils which it has

v ; o
removed and the blegsings v_u‘hmh it has m}gmrt?hdiéhb&t 1::15
can never adequately conceive of the evils :t o X wer
removed Muiil we can fully reslise the puriyy o
of that Being who declared, G}lrsed 13 evers; ?;ﬁe e
poeth gt o th’iﬂ gstwritzzt‘liolis t}(-llzngfl?z]':a?ion of Jehovah
" TR Jeb
thga.ae?an.st S:lei*};' c;fliillad 0’? Adam ; sud In consequence"ot 't]tlji,oﬁ
?ﬂ&ﬂ]&dnd must have perished bub for the love of {ﬁhﬁ —one
resuly of which vwas the removal of this ¢nrse and a 1f conse
< Henea we read, ¢ Christ hath gedaemed_us T ne
Eﬂfsicif. the law.” “He who knew No Sili Wos m:_)de :im, h
we might be made the righteonsness of Gc;‘l in {a.{tlilc?n,
consequence of this, «There is now no condeins
that are in Christ J esus” So that, mgb
jnsuperable barrier, guarded by mf’;eiﬂu
flaming sword, turning every way To kesp

tead of beholding an
le justice with “a
the way of the tee

i 4 yeturned to its
of life,” we see that barrier removed, that §woT

L : d jeining with Hie
sheath, and the justice and holiness of ngci o and Lot 18

. . » 1
erey In saying to 8 rebellions worls,
;];aso}rrn togethyer ; though your sinz e ag scarlet they sha]l. he a8
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wool, and though they be red like crimson they shall be as

white a8 snow.”

Another blesting resulting from the love of Christ is the
sanetification of the beart. ‘This was absolutely necessary ere
we-could hold communion with God or engage in His service.
If our #ins had been pardoned and we delivered from punish-
ment, yet, without the restoration of the Divine image, we
could never have called Him, * Abba, Father,” _And here, dear
brethren, an object presents itself to be accomplished, vast and
imposing, and to ue apparently impracticable, seeing the human
heart is encased in prejudices, and filthy with poltution, the
eonscience enwrapped in dead works, and the whele naan dead
in trespasses and sins. Yet this also has been effected ; this
has resulted from the Iove of Christ. The communication of
the spirit of God having been infrusted fo the Saviour, in
cousequence of His sufferings and death, e has sent that
Spirit to cleanse the heart from iks pollution, to purge the
conscience from dead works, to free the soul from bondage,
and to introdnee the man irito ¥ the gloricus liberty of the sons
of God,"—and thus Christ is made to us “ wisdom, rightecus-
ness, sanctification, and redemption.”

Another glorious result of the love of Christ is the certain
posseszion of everlasting felicity in heaven. * IHere we have
no continuing city,” is a statement which often rejoices the
Christian's heart. “T would not live always,” is not unfre-
quently his language as he wmourns over his depsrtuves from
God ; while, from the influence which temptation exercises
over Lim, he eries in the agony of his soul—* Oh, wretched
man that Lam!”  Ta this the langnage of any child of God this
morning t Are you saying, dear brother, “ Who shall deliver
met” Christ will deliver you; for having died to procure
your pardon, having given to you His Holy Spiiit, He is now
preparing for you a place in the mansions of the blessed ; and
when all things are ready, He will call you to enter upon its
possession,  Very inadequate, indead, are all the conceptioms
which we can form of the gloriss and blessedness which Chrisé
is preparing for His people ;—but we do know this—that in
Leaven there will be no deceitful heart, no fascinating world,
no prowling, powerful foe going about amidst the happy
assenubly secking whom he may devour. These enemics may
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" ahall never enter there ; but He has

i last moments of our existence; thoy may
?(1)111]131}; :1]: t;ntliilalirery threshold of th.e l}eavcnly J.aru]jalelln; bsﬁ
over that they never shall find admission. Chrish 1&5;;.901};9 1
this—assuring us that ¢ whatsocver loveth or maketh a
done more than this—the
happiness of heaven will not consi'st merely 111; dehv.;a;gi
from our foes, bub in the actual enjoyment of the pure

" most unmingled bliss. Every mode of expression which humim

: iters to
cuage affords has been employed by the sacred writers
}:at;];t;fe)rbto us an idea of the joys of hiaven 5 and yigﬁ, iff?]i
having been pointed to a “ mansion"—a Louse notma etible
hands "—liaving been directed toan © mhcnt-ance‘ }ncu}:ﬁl p el
vndefiled, and unfading,” having been 51’10“’90 9'05'1_3 :h{)se
hath foundations whose builder and maker i €} 5, oS
foundations ate “all manner of  preeious stones o 1&:11 >
“antes are peart;” whose “atreefs ave pure gu}d’ “]i;it
“river is the water of lifs, clear as qry'sta,l; S_vho;e vex;f:;ld bt
is that which emanatés from the Deity ;—havg}g“ eef1 told e
this. we are then told that the bliss of heaven 13 un}.sp blab ©
&ud}fu]l of glory ;* that “eye hath not seen, nOT eggh l(gfd ina,bh
have entersd into the heart of man 1;11’:3 things 1’\']}1_.1 | od okt
prepared for them that love Him. ‘And. 1 19.1 . fltl, ear
brethren, all this bliss and all this glory s t]‘l{e res® 1'03 . nﬁn&de
of Christ towards a guilty world, since He, hm;m% m:ﬂ Jmach
perfect through suﬁeﬂngﬁhecfhrefm the Author of etern .
i very one that believeth,
tmélutcg:thei is the view with w_hi‘ch wo present 30]:11 of ;};le
love of Christ, gracious in its engim, mqsmpch as_}: etﬁions
nothing in us to deserve it ; wonderful in its mant ??miniou;
bringing Jesus from heaven, and leadu_lg Hiw toan flgt_l nols
death ; glorious in its results, procuring pardon of sin, sanctl
fication of heart, and an abundant entrance MWL MARS

glory. ¥We proceed to notice—

IL
The constraining inflnence which this exerts on all who par-

take of its benefits, . )

a’It‘ahe contemyplation of the love of Chrigt prEJducea t;ii’c:actsbof
+the most powerful kind ; it creates & reciproeity of fe Ling f(?t
tween the Saviour and the individuals who know anything of 3
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experimentally ; it “ constrains” them ; it will net let them
rest ; it bears them along with ilself, no longer to live unto
themselves, but unto “ Him who died for them, and rose again.”

And we remark that this constraining influence will have refer-

ence—

1. T our love {0 the Savioun

If it ba true, in any case, that affection begets affection, that
towards the individual from whom we have received a favour
we exercise esteem ; then how Intensely must Christ be esteemed
by hin whom He hath loved even unto death. Suchan one
feels, while he enjoys a sense of pardon, that Christ obtained
it ; whiist he has peace with God, that he is justified freely
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. Actuated by
conslderations such as these the love of gratitnde is excited.
He delights in the contemplation of the Savieurs character,
counting him the “chiefest among ten thousand, and alto-
gether lovely ;7 saying with David, ¥ Whom have T in heaven
but Thee, and thers is none upon earth that T desire beside
Thee” Christian, is it not s50? Do you not love the brethren
becange they love Christ, and becanse you discover in them an

assimmilation to His character in whom your soul delightsth?
And receiving from yonr Lord theinguiry, ¥ Lovest thon Me 17

~are you not prepared to reply,  Lord, Thou knowest all things,”
and to rejoin in the language—

 Dather than not my Saviour love,
Oh, may I cease to he!?

Such will be the reply of every Christian. Hesifancy there
may be, in consequance of infirmity, but if Hislove has reached
our hearts, we ghall be constrained to love Him in return.

2. It anll have reference to aur obedienes to the Law of God,

“Tf ye love Me,” said the Saviour, “keep My command-
ments”  Bo that the Christian is not constrained merely to the
indulpence of feeling, butis summoned to action. He is called
upon, indeed, to give Christ the highest place in his heart, be-
cause He will occupy no other ; but this is te be no profound
secret wrapped in the recesses of his bosom, It is te be made
manifest, o be embodied in his everyday deportiment, and that
o such a degree that men may take knowledge of Lim that he
hag been with Jesus. This, dear brethren, is a point well
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: of our serions consideration, in orderto guard s against
jgln;ﬂgment ~which spproaches nearer to the pride and 1mp1gtiy-
that first drove Satan from heaven th;m any other vut?l W]_nc' L
the Chureh of Christ has ever heen infeated ; for W_!lﬂ.fi‘t 1131 s
trus that one of the glorious resulis of the love of Christ is that
‘He hag for ever removed the curse of the law from those Whl?r?l
Ho loves, it is equally truc that He has entirely left untouc ﬁ
every claim that it maltes npon their obedience, or rather h‘e
has invested it with still more awful sanctions. He has exhi-
bited sin in darker colours than otherwise it would ever lm_,v}i
assumed. e has presented it as the abominable thing xﬂr}]iltlzd
God hatsth, inasmuch as in order to 1te expintion He withhe, :
not Him, His only-begotten Son ; and'therafore, if the love o
Christ constraing us atall, it will constramus to the hatred Olf sim,
tothe love and practies of holiness. Weare told by the Psalmist
shat the Iaw of God it exceeding br_oad. It is at once extensive
and comprahensive, not only extending to everyman, hup comgi;;
hending every action of every n_nan,takmg this as an qxpm,f ba
there i3 no one point In his existence, no one dlsp?s:1t1m1 of his
mind, no one aetion of lhis life, om th‘cCh ita _rezquneme;tslam
not to have an immediate bearing "lo obedience o this law,
extongive and comprelensive as ib 18, does the love of Chriat
constrain the Christian, operating In every stbaation hc‘ sy
ocenpy, and influencing him in every relation he may sustain.
Tf anud the circles in which he moves he be slready d.lstll}-
guished as a member of civil society or of domestic hife, if }us
probity, his integrity, his kindness has been S}lch thab li;f];]as
even become a proverb, yet let the constraining influence of the
great motive of our bext be brought to bt_aa,r upon that man, and
 exnlts him infinitely higher, because 1t withers and. ah;we!s
up all the selfishness so natural to the human heart, whilst it
purifies and sublimates whatever sin has left that is amiable,
or generous, ox noble, And if, on the contyary, this greaﬂii priu-
ciple be implanted in the heart of 8 man ?Fhose life and con-
versation has been distinguished by ev:e];yth}ng mean, dishonest,
and impure, its hallowed and constraining infinence is speedily
manifested in the abandonment of everything that i8 unholy in
practice and disposition. Dishonesty is exchanged for integ-
rity ; meanness and mistrust for candour and generosity ; tlﬁe
movel exchanged for the sacred volumme ; the theatre for the
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social prayar-meeting ; the midnight revel and the bacchanalian
gong for the family altar and the hymn of praise—and all this
in ohadienes to that law which Christ bas magnified and made
honoturable. Ie perceives that on these things the Almighty
has placed His ban ; and with the Iove of Christ in his lieart,
and the interdiction of Jelovah on any ohject or on any pursnit,
that object is rejected and that pursuit is abandoned, And it
must be thns ; sin cannot exist when brought into eontaet with
the love of Christ. The atmosphers of Calvary destroys its
vitality, and in proportion as that is inhaled so will sin wither
and droop and dia.

As we have been walking on the bank of a nobls river,
we have seen it bearing owwards some substance that may
have dropped upon its bosom ; we have marked its progress,
when, cre long, by the conflusnce of some minor streams, if hasg
been momentarily retarded, and it revolves, and revolves, and
agein revolves, until the vebemence of the mightier vohumne
prevails, and bears it forward in trimmph.  So with the love of
Christ in its influenca on every Christian : it bears bim for-
ward ; and though, by the influence of temptation, his course
may bo frequently impeded, yet by the energy, the resist-
less infinence of this mighty motive, he will, he must advance
in the pursuit of “whatever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report,” unti! he shall ab length enter upon
a state of being whers he shell be holy, as God Himself is
holy.

4 Tt will have veference to our zeal in the Suviour's service,

1t will be well to distinguish hers between our obedience to
the law of God, whose requirements have received such awint
sanctions from the sufferings of the Saviour, and our engaging
in the serviee of the Baviour, as the great Head of His Chureh.
Tt is to be remembered that the design of Jesus Christ was the

establishment of a spirifual kingdow, whose subjects wers to.

be gathered from men of every nation and kindred under
heaven, by the use of certain means of His own appointruent ;
and to the employment of these means, and to the establish-
mant of this kingdom, will the love of Christ constrain the
Christian.  Of this we have a splendid instance in the case of
tha Apostle Paul. The mement this great principls took pos-
session of his heart, he conferred not with flesh and blood, Tut
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smmediately eried out,  Lord, what wilt Thou have mo 0 do? »
. Bo overwhelmed was he with a conscionsness of his obligation

to redeewing love, that there was a zeal enkindled which Te-
cognised no limitation of country or of clime, which found for
him a pathway aeross the trackless desert and the fathomless
ocean, which made no ealenlation ss fo po_s.eahle dangers or
probable results, but bronght him direcﬂy into contact w1.’sh
all the prejudices and opposition of mankind, and carried him
through one and ancther scene of persecution, mntil it led him
to & mactyr's death, and introdnesd him to the possession of &
martyr’s erown. The love of Christ “gonstrained ” him, and he
counted not his Hife dear, so that he might “finish his eourse
with joy, and the ministry which he received from the Lord
Jesug” )
Under the influence of this motive, from the Apostle’s time
down to our own, similar zesl hag been frequently manifestgd.
Not to mention the gloxious army of martyrs with W].‘L'OSE dying
groans yonder arens has so often rezounded, we point for an
Dustration of our remark to men who have gone to distant
lands to proclaim the unsearchable riches of Chrigt. To a man
totally tnacquainted with this great spring of aetion, the con-
dnet of the modern misgionary must be perfectly mexplicable ;
and by too many of us, dear brethren, wha profess to kmow
somewhat of its influence, a mere conjecture iz all that can be
indulged. Bub it should not be thus ; and in arder to inflame
our own zeal, let us watch the progress of this holy man. See,
when in the solitude of Lis closet, the feelings of which he has
long been the subject agsume the form of a solemn and deter-
mined resolution. Behold him when, having songht assistance
and help from sbove, he endeavours to dizcloge hig intentions
4o those whom be loves ag his own soul.  He hesitates : on the
one hand, the love of eonntry, of kindred, and of home, w1t]1“all
their interesting associations ; on the other, the love of Christ,
with all its wondrons and magnificent display, pressss upon his
aptention. These for a moment seem to clash, and he lknows
nob to which hie mnst yield ; but the latter prevails, bears him
forward in his resolution, and we mext discover him making
known to his kindred the determinafion he has formed. And

. here all must be conjeeture, for who can describe his agitation

and turmoil of feeling, ag & beloved pazent pleads her declining
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years and her growing infirmities for a snspension of his pur-

pose?  Her grief inspires eloquence, her fear of bereavement :
produces earnestness ; the load throbbing of his heart, and the -

besitarcy depicted on hig countenance, excite hope and perse-

verauce ; and she appears to ba sueceading, nntil, by an effort -

.more than human, bis spirit bounds to Calvary, and hesting

from his expiring Savieur, “ He that lovesh father or mother _

more than Me cannot be My disciple,” the pang ceases.

The resclution hecomes fixed and irrevocabls. He never
loved his parent with such deep feeling as at that moment,
yeb this must yield in the recolieetion of the love of (hrist.
He can say, ““He loved me, and gave Himself for me” Thug
actuated, he breaks through all the impediments which affec-
tion, or interest, or ambifion would throw in his way, until we
at length behold him a voluntary exils on-the shore of some
far distant land. Not to follow him as he penetrates whera
humar footsteps have mever trod—as he grapples now with all
the sophkistry of the Brahmin, and anon with all the ignorance

- of the savage —let ue enter his dying chamber, and there, with
only one, it with one, bosem on which he can lean, and into
which he can pour his sorrows or his joys—there, with only
one Chrigtlan companion, and she heart-broken and discon-
solake, we have an illustration of our remark that the love of
Christ constrains o zeal in His service. It waz this that
brought the missionary from hiz native land and severed him
from all the sympathies of affectionate hearts ; and it is under
the inflnenes of this that he is ginking into 2 foreign grave, far
from the sepulchre of his fathers—a martyr to the canze of
Christ. And say, dear brethren, in the recollection of Swith,
of Chamberlain, of Heary Martyn, and of Griffiths, say whether
any ingcription could be found for their graves more appro-
priate or expreasive than the language of our text, “The love
of Christ constrained them ! ”

Notwithetanding. all this, it may be said, that in ordinary
eases, this motive eannot thus operate, If by this it besimply
meont that we cannot all become missionaries, and give such
splendid proods of our zeal as those to which we have referred,
the objection iz admitied, but not otherwise, because the
manner in which any action is performed, will bear seme
proportion to the worth and importance of the motive by whick
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- we are actuated ; and that man is badly prepared for the office

of a Christisn minister, or of a Sunday-school teacher, or of
any other department of labour in the Christian Chureh, who
has not caught somewhat of the missionary spirit, and who is
not prepared, should such be the will Gt_' G:Od, to enrol himaslf _
among the men who have hazarded their lives for the_ name of
the Lord Jesus. And though the worldling may smile as we
talk thus, and the infidel scoff as he brands us with enithusmsr_n,
yet where is the man who can recollect Bethlehem w_l’r:]l all its
poverty, Gethsemane with all its agony, Calvary witih all itz
torture and ignominy, as inseparably connected with all he has,
and with all he hopes for, who hesitates to exclaim—

+ On sneh k theme, *tis implons to be calm; .
Passion 18 vearon, fransport, temper here.

Nore B, page g7.
The reader may like to see a specimen of this ingenicus
correspondence. This is one : it suggests the character of
the conversation which ensued.

Mz TourNeMaN To MR, BROOK

My nEar FrrexD,—I have lately been reading a work
entitled *The Literary Remains of Haslit,” who s accounted
aman of great metaphysical sagacity. Qne of his essays is on
the subject of liberty and necessity, W]Jich‘ﬂcca:iloned in my
mind & train of thoughts, the outline of which I am desirons
to lay hefors you.. Your facnlties are fresher than mine for
such an investigation. Mz Hazlith, after Hobbes, considers
the inguwiry to be essentially one with respect to cause and
offect; as the question really is, says he, whether an event can -
happen without a cause. He describes an action as taking
place whenever the foregoing eircumstances ferm 2 suﬂic@nt
cause, which, as sufficient, must also be necessary, and wh;ch,
by the way, seems to me something like begging the question.
Tree agency he considers, with Edwards, to ezist when the
agent is not hindered by external circumstances from. following
his volitions. Thus the agent may be free, but his volition

s
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necessary ; consequently the action mmst also be necessary, sz
proceeding from u necessary volition.
To ascertain this point by an experiinent, I sclect the case of
Eve, as, from its peculiar nature, freed from all extraneous cir-
. cumstances. lMve was formed, like all ether human baings,
with an innate or instinetive appetite for knowledss, on which
ber temptation was founded; but she was warned, by an
appeal to her reasen and religion, not to eratify that appetite
in this particulsr way. She, however, chose to neglect the

warning and to eat of the fruit ; and the question is whether

the action was free or necessary. If we say, as praceeding
from & necessary volition 33 its cause, it must be necessary,
then she was formed either with her curiosity tao strong for her
reason o too waalk ; for the action was injurious. If weasay her
volition was free, ther we must abandon the doctrins of neces-
sity in tote. In endeavouring to vunravel this mystery, I ask
whether to say we desive a thing, or il to have a thing, is the
sarne ; or shorber—whether desire is the same as vofition ; and
I answer in the nsgative. Desire is a state of mind which
arises from the relation between its inward eonstitntion and
seme ontward circumstanee, Volition is a determination of
-, /the mind to take means for the attginment of the object. Are

hoth necessary? Arve both free? Or iz one necesaary and the
other free ! ]

To answer these questions, I go back to the ease of Eve.
She saw that the tres was pleasing to the eye, and good for
food, and greatly to be desired te make one wise ; and she
must, from her nature, desire to obtain its fruit, Desire is,
therefore, the necessary result of the actual relation between
the mind and the object contemplated. Buot did this desire
necesgarily determine the will? By no means. Against this
was seb the authority and threatenings of God, and the motives
to abstinence thence arlsing. The volition was the determing-
tion of the mind, freely formed from a comparison of the
oppozing motives, and the action follewing that velition was
fres, like the volition from which it sprang. Thus, to give
a more general formula,—desires are necessary, but velitions
are free.  And desives are a part of the motives or which
the mind forms its own volitions or determinations, by
which its actions are produced, and which must partake of the
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character of the volitions. If the vclit‘iun Is freq, the action
ia free, and the agent, a8 & free agent, is responsible fOrhthe
consequences, as far ag he had the means of knowing i lem. _
This I e2ll philosophical liberty, and it seems to me to belong
o the perfect state of man. .
‘ 1t ispaa long since I considered the subject that I am not
aware whether or not what T have advanced 18 nove} ; ab leaat
there is nothing like it in Hazlit, who still seems }nch.ued tflo
reject the doctrine of neeessity. It may bo owing %)t-te
ghallowmess of my thinking on metaphysical Eub_}ef:ts, u o
me this view is satisfactory as to the abstract question. Then
25 to the theologieal view of the subjeck, we b_e]_mvera in
revelation know that a perfect hiuman being, without any
sinful bias, may, in the excreise of his liberty, belcomellfl-
sinner ; that is, by sulering the desire to govern t iﬁ‘ will.
Bubsequent to transgression the ten@cncy to thl‘s wi co;:_n—
tinually become greater, till the habit of s.ubjectmg‘ the vlo' 1-
tions to the desires hecomes nearly igres:.subl?.. This app iez
to individuals, but not to the race ; atill the original charter o
liberty is never entirely forfeited, though the contest to mg)m-
tain it becomes daily more stremuous and difficult. ur
method in dealing with others under such qlrcumstances 5
to endeavour to bring hack children, in sducation, to the state
of Bve, that is, to give reason and religion their dup‘ exermsg
in controlling the power of the desires over the volitions, ]an
especislly to endeavour 8o to rogulate the desgcs s tohp ice
them not in opposition to, but in accordance with, the ig er
authorities of the mind, and then would the human character
rise to its intended perfection. With regard to those vhos_e
desires have been vitinted, and whosze reason hias been ha?gi-
tually subjugated to them, the Gospel, m the eﬂica.(iy off _1;{
provisions, the adaptedness of its motives, and the pov];ier to akl e:
administrator, is the only remedy ; and even when this f "
coffect, Iife 12 too often consumed in e careless, and often a ntl]l] -
less, contest between the old man and the new; be;:weeg ﬂz
subjection of the will to “the lusts of the flesh” an :
establishment of the glorious liberty of the sons of Glod. b
One sheet thus contains the outling which I promised, but
if I mistake not, it touches on high, and broad, and deep.
matters, which . might afford subjects of profitable meditation
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to the latest hour of life. If they should excite in you any.
new or profitable thoughts, the knowledge thersof would afford -

a pleasure to your ever affectionate friend,
Wi Youwenan,
Bepember 1836,

Rev. Wm. Brock

My pmsp FRIEND,—I sand you a few additionsl thoughts 011.

the case of our Mother Eve,
It hog been cobosrved that Hve, sesing that “the tree was

good for food, and pleasant to the eyes, and atree to be desired .

to make one wise,” could not but desive to eat of if, but before
ghe could come to a volition to do so, there were other ¢ircum-
stances for her consideration. Her Creator bad forbidden her
to eat of the tree, under the penalty of death for disobedience,
and che appesrs to have followed this process of reasoning :—

“This tree is good for food, and in eating of it my eyes will .

ba openad, and T shall be as God, knowing good and evil How
desirable to partake of its frmit ! But my Creator has threat-
ened me with the penaliy of death if I do so. The serpent
has assured ms that *T ghall not surely die; and T see that he
has eaten and yet lives, and has, moreover, acquired the faculty
of speech and reason. Buf whom am. I totrast in this matter?

The great and good God, or this vnknown animal—a creature
also of His power? L san bound also $o obey His commands— -

novertheless this seems so great a good, that I wilf venture all,
and eat.” “And she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat™ I
take leave to say that this consequence Tollowed neither neces-
sarily nor legitimately from the premises.

For we may conceive of ancther woman, made and endowed
exactly lilze the former, and exposed to a like temptation, who
would reason and uct thus :—* I see that $his tree is much to be -

desired, for food and intellisence, and 1 have a desire to eab of
it, but my Creator has told me that ‘in the day when I eat
thereof T shall surely die”’ This serpent, however, assures me

that ‘T shall zot surely die” But whe is this serpent, that T -

ghould evedit him, and disbeliave the word of God, by whom 1

was formed, and in whom T live and move and have my being ? -
Moreover, this (od is my Creator and Governor, and it would -
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be a breach of duty to disobey Him. He is my Benefactor, H
gave me being and all my faculties. . He has given moe the
whole of the frmit of this garden, with only one exeeption, and
which doubtless is for my good. It would be ingratitude to
dizobey Him ; I will adhere to Him and His word—1I will not
eat” This I take to be a legitimate consequence from all the
previous eireumsiances ; but that it was nob a zecessary volition
is shown by the conduct of the first Eve. And i this latter
determination is within the faculties of the agent, and follows
naturally from the conditions of the case supposed, it shows
that the will of the first Eve was not mecesserily determined,
thongh formed upon motives suggested by the actual circum-
atances,

Thiz case illustrates the mature of moral government.
Physical government is by impulse, animal by instimet;
but; moral government is by motives addressed to the reason,
leaving the agent free in his determipations. Under this
gysten two agents may be formed and endowed alike, and ex-
posed fo the same trisl, with a different result. Bome may say
we cannot understand how the same causes should have a dif-
ferent effect. That may be, and yet the thing be true. Herein
is the mystery of God’s moral government. The mind iz sul-
ject to motives, The motives are in themselves the same,
Bui the mind itself gives them their efficacy. It i3 mof
determined by the real value of the motive, bub assigns to it o
factitions value in cases of exror. If the mind were subject fo
the resl value of motives, or if the factitions value were djctatpd
by external rireumstances and not produced by iteelf, then its
volitions would be necessary. The question is whether abjects
of sense or faith shall influenes if, whether it shall choose the
present or the future good ; and in this determination i must
either be self-moved or be detexrnined by sn external power.
Tn the first case it is a free agent, in the last a necessitated
one, Utrum horum? Herein is invelved the question of
human respopsibility, and of Cod’s moral government,
sanctioned by rewards and punishments.—My dear fl‘l;nd,

| @ver yours,

Oetoler 1o, 1830,




APPENDIX.

Nore (, page 236,
M. LaNoE A¥D Mz Kimp,

“Dear Lance’s end was beautiful. He had desired to be
Vheeled up to the window that he might see the sup set onca
more. His wish was complied with, and he expressed himself
Lappy in his Baviour, and contented with bis lot. Presently
he seomed worse, and without & parozysm departed to be with
Christ.  Often had he spoken to me of his dread of dying, but
when the dying came thers was nothing to dread. Another
instance this, of which I have seen so many, that as the day so
the strength is,—the day of our latter end.”

Dr. Brock wrote thus on 12th July 1864 to M George T "

Kemp, who has himself recently passed into tho unseen in a
manner not less “beautiful” It is a pleasure ones more to
record Lis name in the memoir of one who loved him as g
brother, and who must have welcomed him a# he came up
from the shore of the great river. When a long and painful
illuess was appgiently drawing to its close, he desired the
- retiement and$tranguillity of boat-lifs on the Nile, sor-
rounded only by beloved members of his family and a medical
attendant. As his last hour approached, the native crow, with
# delicacy hardly to be expected of them, ceased their nsual
chanting, and went about their work in silence. Percelving
this, he sent them a message that although he was dying he
was perfectly kappy, and wished them to sing as much as they
pleased. He died off Dabéd, in Nubia, on March 2o, 1877,
and was interred in the cemetery within view of his own houge,
at Beechwood, Rochdals, The facsimile of Dr. Brock's hand-
writing attached to the portrait is talcen from the letter above
quoted. C _

FRINTED BV BALLANTYNE, HANEON AMD {0
LoXDoN ARD ERINEVRGH.




